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TEE fears of Emma reſpecting Mr. Fer- 

guſon were verified; he had made his pro- 

poſals to the baronet, and was accepted. 
The portion he intended to give Emily was 5 
inducement ſufficient to the baronet, who "| 7 
was delighted to think he ſhould marry his ³ 
ſon according to his wiſhes, and be able (to 
portion off his daughters. When he next 3 
ſaw Howard, he wiſhed him joy, and highly 
commended the wiſdom of his chice. 
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For a while Howard ſuppoſed he was 
talking of Emma, and joined heartily in the 
old gentleman's commendations of her. To 


Hear his father talk in ſuch ſtrains of miſs 


Stanley, to talk with him of her, was to 
him the moſt delightful converſation in 
which he could be engaged ; he therefore 
thanked him for his kindneſs, and aſſured 
him how happy he was in having the love he | 

felt for miſs Stanley ſanctioned by his appro- 3 


ation. Miſs Stanley!“ replied the baro- 


Net, in amaze ; © you ſurprize me; did I not 
long ago tell you, that you muſt not think 


of her? Miſs Ferguſon is the lady I mean ; 


T have accepted her father's propoſals, and 
Hope ſhortly to ſalute her as my daughter.” 
Howard was as one thunder-ſtruck ; to 


"marry Emily Ferguſon was the leaft of his 


thoughts ; ſhe was the laſt woman, to whom 


be could think of uniting himſelf; vain, 


trifling, 
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trifling, and coquettiſh, a woman of malig- 
nant diſpoſition, not all the wealth of the 
Indies could induce him to make ſuch a 
ſacrifice. He thanked his father for his 
communication, but begged leave to de- 
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cline his propoſal, as it was one, to which 
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he never could accede: miſs Ferguſon was 


s ; not the kind of woman calculated to pro- 
mote his happineſs ; he looked for ſome- 
thing more than mere beauty in a wife ; he 

; ; hoped to find in one all the comforts of 

| 


domeſtic happineſs, and all the delights, 
that mutual confidence, ariſing from an 
union of minds, could beſtow. 
« Very fine, fir,” replied the baronet; 
c and pray what 1s there to prevent your en- 
Joying theſe comforts with miſs F ergufon? , 
Does ſhe not love you tenderly ? Has ſhe not 
facrificed virgin delicacy to her love, when 
the: CPE her father to * to me on 
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the ſubject? and is it improbable, that 
when ſhe is united to the man of her 
choice, but her diſpoſition may take a dif- 
ferent turn? Love effects mighty pur- 
poſes; it changes the very heart: is not it's 
greateſt pleaſure found in promoting the feli- 
city of the beloved object? I cannot doubt, 
but, when ſhe is your wife, ſhe will adopt 
your taſte ; your pleaſures will be her's, your 
ſentiments thoſe of her heart, and ſhe will be 
every thing, you wiſh. I muſt therefore in- 
ſiſt upon your viſiting, and looking upon 
her as your deſtined wife.“ 

No, ſir,” replied Howard; “ though no 
one more than myſelf can reſpe& parental 
authority, or be more ſubſervient to it, yet, 
in this inſtance, where the happineſs or mi- 
. fery of my future life is at ſtake, where the 
comfort of my future proſpects depends upon 
the choice I make in a wife, you muſt ex- 
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euſe me, if, in this inſtance, I preſume, to 
abide by my own judgment. Not all your 


arguments can make me alter my ſenti- 


ments in regard to the lady in queſtion: 
beſides, fir, you have long known, that my 
heart was unalterably engaged to miſs Stan- 
ley, and I feel it as an inſult to my love, 
that you ſhould {ſuppoſe me capable of wa- 
vering from it.“ 

« Tell me not of mils. Stanley,” replied 
the baronet, angrily ; © where is her for- 
tune? where is her family? I do not ſee 
a ſoul, that claims kindred to, or acknow- 
ledges her.” 

« Yes, fir,” emphatically exclaimed his 
ſon; „ there is one ſoul that does, and 


that I glory in avowing is mine; ſhe is 
the very eſlence of my exiſtence; and 


the purity with which I love her can 
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6 SELINA. 
be equalled only by that of her own 
heart.” | | 
Well, fir,” returned fir James; “ al- 
lowing miſs Stanley all the merit ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes, ſhe is not a fit match for you; her 


fortune is by no means ſufficient, and I be- 
lie ve, with all your ſtock of love, you would 


in time think ſo as well as myſelf. I grant 
you, the heroes and heroines of romance 
are all for love and a cottage ; but truſt 
me, at the approach of poverty, love hides 
his head, and with all yours for miſs: 
Stanley, you would feel and be ſenſible of 
a thouſand wants you now know but by 
name, and which you would then feel ſome 
difficulty in fatisfying; I therefore defire 
you to think no longer of her, but turn your 
ideas to miſs Ferguſon, who has more weighty 
charms, and ſuch as will improve upon ac- 
quaintance. | 

| « Good - 
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Good God, fir,” anſwered Howard z 
« did I not know you, I ſhould think you 
the greateſt miſer living, to hear you ad- 
vance ſuch ſentiments. I never will be the 
huſband of miſs Ferguſon, nor will I give 
up miſs Stanley ; the one lady is as eſſen- 
tial to my happineſs, as the other is repug- 
nant to it: I muſt therefore, in this reſpect, 
regard myſelf as a free agent, and, as ſuch, 
ſhall act for myſelf. I will not fo far of- 
fend your authority, as to conduct myſelf in 
direct oppoſition to it; J will ſo far forego 
my ov/n inclinations, as to deſiſt from viſit- 
ing at Ferguſon's ; I will avoid ſceing the 
woman I love, but no conſideration ſhalt 


tempt me, to give up the faithful affection” - 


of my heart, or ſacrifice it's warmeſt incli- 
tions at the altar of Plutus. This, fir, is my 


determination, from which I ſhall never re- 
cede, I fhall ſoon again be ordered abroad, 
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and this, I hope, will remove mefrom the pain 
I feel in acting in oppoſition to your wiſhes. 


As a failor, Thave no buſineſs indeed with a 


wife; it was not either miſs Stanley's or my 


intention, had we even obtained your con- 


currence, to have married yet; ſne does not 


mean to enter into that ſtate, till ſhe is of 
age; and I love her well enough, to wait a 


few years, or even ſerve the patriarch's time 
for her, provided in the end ſhe is given 


to my hopes.“ 


Sir James found his ſon was determined. 
He uſed every argument his imagination 
could ſuggeſt, to win his conſent to his pro- 


poſals; he told him, without his aſſiſtance 


he could not portion off his ſifters, and that 


aſſiſtance was only to be obtained by his 


marrying a woman of fortune. Few young 


men had a more tender regard for ſiſters 


than 


* 
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than Howard Mordaunt: there was ſcarcely 
any length he would not have gone, to have 
adminiſtered to their happineſs; but, to 
give up Emma Stanley was a ſacrifice, 
to which neither his fraternal nor filial duty 
could reconcile him, and he knew it was a 
facrifice they did not either wiſh or require. 
That he might be no impediment to their 


proſpects, he offered to give a bond upon 


his eſtate for the payment of their fortunes; 
in ſhort, there was no pecuniary arrange- 
ment, to which he would not willingly have 
acceded, rather than give up the woman he 
loved. He combated the arguments his 


father advanced with all the ſtrength. of 


reaſoning of which he was maſter, and with 
all the ardour a lover feels when ſo ſituate, 
For the firſt time, fir James and his ſon ſe- 
parated in anger, 
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Howard, unuſed to the contracted brow 
of a parent, could very ill conceal the un- 
eaſineſs it gave him: while the baronet felt 
little leſs on his part. To treat a ſon with 

| reſerve and unkindneſs, who, except in this 
ſingle inſtance, had never diſobliged him, 
hurt him ſenfibly ; but he could not be 
prevailed on, to retract his determination: 
he was reſolved, to make Howard the huſ- 
band of Emily, and he ſtifled his feelings 
by the reflection, that, after the marriage 

had taken place, his fon would be convinced 
by his arguments, and thank him for his 
conduct on the occafion. Such was the 

- fitvation of things in Morttmer-ftreet, when 

Emma received the following letter. 


« To 


SELINA. IF 


ee To miſs Stanley. 


« The idea of writing to my Emma was 
among the firſt and greateſt pleaſures I 
could expect; but to write as I am now 
obliged to do, takes away from my pen the 
power of declaring the feelings of my heart : 


to you I would unfold it's ſecret, it's remoteſt 


thoughts: to you, every action, every par- 


ticular of my life ſnould be revealed: from FS 


you I would have no concealments. Sir 
James, my Emma, has propoſed a wife to 
me; one, with whom I could not be happy ; 
one, that, compared with her whole image 


is indelibly impreſſed on my boſom, muſt 
appear as nothing. I boldly refuſed to ac- 
.cept her, and urged the affection my heart 
glowed with for another. He affected ſur- 
prize at my intelligence, and deſired me 
26 8 
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not to think that way, but to comply with 
his de ſires, and viſit the lady he propoſed. 
Think you! would comply 10 no, Emma; 
my heart is too deeply affected with the 
ſenſe of the generous confidence you repoſe 
in me, to admit a ſecond object. I can- 
not be tempted, to forfeit the treaſure I poſ- 
ſeſs: the affections of my Emma would 
make the poor man rich, would do honour 
to a prince; fo facred is the depoſit, that 
no mifer ever gnarded his treaſures with 
more care, than I cheriſh the recollection 
of r my Emma's laſt tender acknowledg- 
ment. Be but firm on your part, I beſeech 
you: my father, I know, intends to pay you 
a viſit; I know he means to work upon your 
Feelings, and perſuade you to diſown the 
generous efteem you have for me. Let 

me conjure you to be firm; let me intreat 
of you, to guard againſt * arguments and 

f ; per- 
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perſuaſions. Alas! I know not what I 
write, or hardly to what purpoſe Ido fo. 1 
cannot ſee you without riſking the ſight of 
an object, that has become hateful to me; 
without breaking my word ſolemnly given 
to my father. My pen is inadequate to de- 
ſcribe the agitation, under which I ſuffer: 
I will trouble you no longer with my com- 
plaints, only, entreating you not voluntarily 
to abandon me, fign myſelf 


« your fairhful 


H. MorbaunT.” 


Emma, when ſhe received this letter, 
was fitting at work with Mrs. Ferguſon, 
whoſe excuſe ſhe begged, and opened it 
immediately. Her emotion as ſhe read be- 


came viſible to her companion, who ob- 
ſerved with ſorrow the tear, which ſprang 
into 
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into her young friend's eye: ſhe immedi- 

. ately concluded from whom it came, and 
_ inwardly regretted, that ſhe had ever given 
her conſent for any propoſals to be made to 
fir James. She loved miſs Stanley with 
almoſt maternal affection, and ſhe was 
ſcarcely more anxious, to promote the hap- 
pineſs of her own children, than that of 
her ward's. She wiſhed to obtain the con- 
fidence of Emma, but a thouſand reaſons 
prevented it. Emma loved and reſpected 
Mrs. Ferguſon ; but ſhe conſidered her as 
the mother of Emily, and naturally ſup- 
poſed, ſhe would lean to her fide. Thus, 
though being explicit with that lady would 
have faved her from her preſent ſorrows, 
me rather choſe to fuffer in ſilence, than 
riſl the diſcloſure of her ſentiments. The 
veil was however now undrawn : the idea 
d of her lover's being deſired to marry ano- 
r | | - | ther 
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ther was the cauſe of emotions ſhe could 


neither repreſs nor conceal ; and the fear of 
the viſit ſhe now expected from ſir James 
totally deprived her of any command over 
| herſelf: nevertheleſs, ſhe gloried in the 
ſteady attachment of Howard, and reſolved 
not to diſown, even to his father, the ſenti- 
ments her heart felt for him. 

That ſhe might be more at leiſure to in- 
dulge her grief, and eſcape obſervation, ſhe 
went to her own room: there ſhe ſat indulging 


her reflections, and giving free vent to her 


tears : every knock at the door filled her 
with trepidation and dread. One while ſhe 
reſolved not to ſee fir James: that ſhe 
thought would look like contempt. Then 
ſhe thought of excuſing herſclf, on the ſcore 
of being indiſpoſed : but that would bear 


the face of an excuſe. She knew not what - 
to reſolve on: her boſom was all anarchy, - 


and 


- 
2g 2 7 : — — 
ad KK 
. =o aw 
” 


j 


S + 

4 

h | 
= 

* 7 

= 

1 

- 

1 

. C7 

4 

* 


wt of > 1 
- = 35 
R — 


x1 2 r OS IFELSIG. - I. 
" a > $$ SS LE "> "v5 .\ - * 
„ K oe HI PIR. I 


— 
2 e 
— n 


— - — — — 


_ 27 
: n 
5 + > a 
_— TT 
3 


9 


16 | SELINA. 


and her mind had no fixed determination. 
Thus was ſhe ſituate, every moment ex- 

pecting to be called to this dreaded inter- 
view, which for that day ſhe eſcaped ; the 

fear of it, however, hung upon her mind, 
and ſhe more than once wiſhed it over, that 
the might know her fate. 

Emily was now recovering, and joined 
in their working parties: ſhe was fit- 
ting with them the next day, when the 

ſervant announced ſir James Mordaunt. 
Emma ftarted, and turned pale as aſhes; 

. Emily coloured; while Mrs. Ferguſon look- 
ed confuſed. Sir James advanced, paid his 
*compliments to each; but in addreſſing 
Emily, ſaluted her as his future daughter. 

The colour was heightened upon the cheek 
of Emily, while that of Emma aſſumed a 
- more deathly appearance. - After ſome ge- 

+. neral converſation, he at length turned to 
bes. | Emma, 


SELINA. " 
Emma, and ſaid, © Will miſs Stanley allow 


me the honour of five minutes particular con- 
verſation ?” Emma bowed : ſhe could not 


ſpeak ; her lips only moved, as if ſhe would 


have made the eſſay. She would then have 
led the way to another room, but Mrs. 
Ferguſon prevented her by withdrawing 
with her daughter. Confuſion for a minute 


fat on the face of fir James: he knew not 


how to begin: for a while they fat filent, 
til} at length he thus addreſſed her: 

e know not, miſs Stanley, how to apo- 
logize for the liberty I am about to take; 
or even how I ſhall obtain your pardon for 
what I have to fay : but, in life there are 


certain. circumſtances ariſe, which make 


plain dealing abſolutely neceſſary, and ex- 
cuſes our ſtepping aſide from the common 


forms preſcribed by etiquette. One ſuch 


cireumſtance has occurred in my family, 
hitherto. 
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hitherto. a happy one ; but now, through 
different views and Purpoſes, much altered. 
It is to unite this family again to itſelf, that 
I did myſelf the honour of waiting on you 
this morning, expecting from the frank- 
neſs, gencroſity, candour, and ingenuous 
openneſs of your diſpofition, the concluſion 
Jam fo ſolicitous to bring about,” — To 
this harangue, delivered with gravity and 
ſteadineſs, Emma only bowed. He then 
continued | 

«In a late conference with my fon, I 
_ propoſed to him for a wife a young lady, 
who, if his heart had not before been en- 
gaged, could not fail of making an impreſ- 


© Hon on it: he refuſed my propoſal, and 


made one in return.” Emma now trem- 
bled from head to foot; ſhe could hardly 
keep her ſeat. He went on 


I Was 
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« ] was grie ved to be forced to deny 
my conſent to the gratification of his wiſhes, | 


To the lady before me, there can be but 
one objection: I do not flatter my dear 
miſs Stanley, and he took her hand, when 
I fay, in perſonal and mental accompliſh- 
ments, there are few can equal you: but, 
in regard to my ſon, it is neceſlary he 
ſhould look for a large fortune with the 
woman he marries. _ I am far from rich, 
and have two daughters to portion ; and 
this, unleſs Howard marries as I wiſh, I 
cannot do, without involving an eſtate I 


have hitherto kept unincumbered. My 


ſon was too impetuous to hear reaſon ; and 


the idea of giving up the lady, upon whom 
he had fixed his affections, made him deaf 2 


to argument: I am therefore, miſs Stanley, 
forced to make a trial of your fortitude ; 1 
can ſcarcely reconcile myſelf to do it; but 
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the duty of a parent, and the ſolicitude I 
feel upon my children's account, renders it 
| neceſſary.” Emma now became fo agi- 
tated, ſhe could ſcarcely breathe. To what 
new trial, thought ſhe, is my fortitude to 
be put! What is now to be propoſed Sir 
James went on 

« From the tenour of my ſon's converſa- 
| tion, I was led to imagine, your heart was 
not indifferent to him, and that you re- 
garded him with a favourable eye. Is this 
true? or, is it of that ſelf-pleaſing ſort of 
flattery, which makes a lover ſee every 
thing through the medium of his hopes ?” 
This was a queſtion, to which Emma 
could not reply. She coloured, trembled, 
attempted to ſpeak, but was unable; her 
head was held down; and her confuſton was 
viſible in every turn of her eye. Sir James 
ſaw it— | 

« I will 
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ce will preſs you no farther, my dear 

miſs Stanley; I ſee how it is. Howard Mor- 

daunt is a young man few women need 
bluſh to love ; and miſs Stanley, in her 

turn, is among the few, whoſe affections are 

worthy almoſt any ſacrifice to obtain: ad- 
mitting you eſteem Howard, do you love 

him well enough to promote his happi- 

neſs She lifted up her head, in ſurprize, 

at this queſtion— 

3 Unqueſtionably, fir ;” was all her 
reply. 

% Will you, to promote it, give up your 
own? or, in other words, will you give up 
my ſon ? Will you let the refuſal come from 
you ? While he is unde r the dominion of 
paſſion, he is too unreaſonable to argue 

with: he boldly de fies my power, and ar- 
rogates to himſelf the right of exerciſing 
his on choice. That choice he has fixed 
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on you. He tells me, he conſiders the af. 
fection you are pleaſed to honour him with 
as a truſt ſo ſacred, that no conſideration 
ſhall tempt him to break it. For the reaſon 
I have advanced, and for another I muſt be 
excuſed mentioning, I cannot conſent to an 
union between you; and, to be plain, with- 


out a great alteration in ſome circumſtances, 
I never ſhall. Can you then, miſs Stanley, 
be the heroine, that will give up her incli- 
nations, to promote the welfare of the man 
you love?“ a | 
He pauſed, expecting a reply. Emma 
Felt that he did fo : ſhe felt alſo offended at 
his manner, and the propoſal he had made. 
« Yes, fir,” ſhe 'replied, with tolerable 
firmneſs, certainly, if Mr. Howard wiſhes 
it, I can, and will.“ 
e Miſtake me not, madam, returned 


A ese «I do not fay, that Howard 
=: 7 wiſhes 
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wiſhes it: on the contrary, I dare hardly 
indulge the hope, ſhould you even be ge- 
nerous enough to make this ſacrifice to 
the happineſs of a family, that he will be 
perſuaded to act in conſonance with my 
wiſhes: but, it is worth the trial, and 
worthy ſentiments as exalted as yours. 
With my conſent, he never will ſtand in 
any other character to you, than he does at 
preſent : and ſhould he form a clandeſtine 


connection, I ſhould no longer conſider 
him as a member of my family ; we ſhould, 
from that hour, be ſtrangers to each 
other, I believe he would ſit ill at eaſe 
under the weight of parental diſpleaſure. 
Of an action of this kind however I have 
no fear ; I truſt, that neither of you would 
act fo indelicately, or fo boldly fly in the face 
of duty.” 


« Not 
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Not for worlds, fir !” replied Emma, 
with firmneſs ; © here receive my promiſe, 
chat no conſideration ſhall tempt me to ſuch 
a ſtep: without your concurrence, I will not 
enter your family; and, ſince the happineſs 
of it depends upon Mr. Howard's marriage 
with a woman of fortune, I will be no ob- 
ſtacle to it: more than by mutual inclina- 
tion, Mr. Howard and myſelf were never 
engaged; I can therefore no farther releaſe 
him, than, after what has paſſed, I ſhould 
think 1 derogated not only from delicacy, 
but what is due to myſelf, if I ſhould again 
de tempted to liſten to your ſon. Believe 

me; fir,” ſhe continued, with an air of 

haughty diſpleaſure ; « would not no 

enter your family upon any terms. I feel 

my own littleneſs; I acknowledge, that there 


are n circumſtances, which make an 
union 


— 
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union with me far from deſirable ; and, 
while they exiſt, I ſhall not think of mar- 
riage : be therefore under no pain on my 
account, for it is not my intention to re- 
main here; with Mrs. Ferguſon's permiſ- 
fion, I ſhall remove to ſome diſtant corner, 
where there ſhall be no chance of our meet- 
ing: your ſon will then, I dare fay, act in 
conformity with your wiſhes, and your fa- 
mily be again united and happy.” | 

She then roſe to go, but trembled fo 
much, ſhe could hardly ſtand. The pride 
of her heart, which had hitherto ſupported, 
now ſcemed to deſert her: ſlightly curt- 
ſeying ſhe was about to leave the room; 
but fir James, advancing, ſaid - 

Noble, generous, mils Stanley, receive 
my thanks for the diſintereſtedneſs of your 
conduct; a conduct, I can never ſufficiently 
admire : it will ſerve as an example to 

VOL, Ul. C Howard; 
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Howard ; an example, I hope, he will be 
emulous to imitate ; I ſhall then be richly 
' rewarded for all my uneaſineſs: but I will 
no longer detain you.” He then bowed, 
and withdrew. 

Emma, releaſed from ſir James, hurried up 
to her own chamber; there, flinging herſelf 
into a chair, ſhe freely indulged her feelings. 
And what reward, thought ſhe, ſhall I reap, 
for all my uneaſineſs? Cruel, ſelfiſh, fir 
James ! and would nothing but a promiſe 


2 from my own lips ſatisfy you ! My happi- 


neſs is of no conſequence. Ah! what 
daggers have you transfixed in my heart! 
Alas! I have promiſed never to hear 
Howard again upon a ſubject, that, to me, 
was always intereſting : and what have I 
gained by the ſacrifice I have made ! no- 
thing ; but the knowledge, that I am a 

Poor, inſignificant, creature, whoſe alliance 

none 
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none will ſcek, all will avoid. Oh! my 
deareſt mother ! ſurely your children were 
involved in the ſame malediction, with 
which my cruel grandfather ſo heavily 
loaded you! Is it not now beginning to 
operate? but I will endeavour to ſup- 
port myſelf under all the difficulties I 
have to encounter: then, ſighing heavily, 
« Good Heaven !” ſhe exclaimed, *“ ſhallI. 
live to ſee Howard Mordaunt the huſband 
of Emily Ferguſon ? to be a witneſs of 
his intentions to her ? hear the profeſſions 
he makes, and liſten to the plans chalked 
out for their future eſtabliſhment ? I cannot 
bear it; I am not heroine ſufficient, to be 
an eye and ear witneſs of all theſe ſcenes, 
without feeling ſenſations, that would make 
me miſerable. I will leave London, never 
more to return to it: but whither can I go? 
not to Llanbeder ; there I ſhall be within 

Cc 2 : hearing, 


FE a. 
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of hearing, almoſt within ſight, of the rejoicings 


made on the occaſion. Whither then can ! 
go? alas! I have. no paternal roof, to which 
I can fly ! no tender father, or idolizing 
mother, to receive me ! an orphan, almoſt 
from my birth, diſowned by my natural 


relations, and thrown upon the mercy of 


ſtrangers! 1 Ah! what a ſtate is mine ! Stay 


here, I cannot, to be witneſs to ſcenes of feſ- 


h tivity, of which it will wring my heart to 


partake z ; yet, how can I avoid it? where can 


1 find a ſhelter ? to what diſtance muſt fly, 
to eſcape the account of it ?” 

Her diſtreſs of mind became uncontrol- 
able, and it was no longer in her power, to 
diſguiſe the emotions, under which ſhe ſut- 
fered. Mary, having entered the room, was 
ſurprized and aſtoniſhed, to ſee her ſo diſ- 
treſſed: : ſhe tried every means to comfort 
her. Emma felt grateful tor her kindneſs, 

though 


* 
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though not ſoothed by it ; ſhe was the prey 
of deſpondence and diſappointed expecta- 


tion, and her ſick heart felt unable to re- by 
ceive comfort. She deſired her ſiſter to 
apologize for her at dinner, as ſhe had the 

head-ach, and wiſhed to lie down. She 

might, with more truth, had ſaid heart- 

ach ; for never before had her's felt paitr 

equal to that, with which it was now op- 
preſſed, = 1. 

Mrs. Ferguſon accepted her apology. 
She really felt for her young friend, and in- 
ceſſantly reproached herſelf for having con- 
fented, that any advances ſhould have been” 
made to the baronet. As for Emily, ſhe 
was never ſeen in better ſpirits, and the 
triumph, which ſat on her brow, made her | b 
hateful even to Mary; who, from what ſne 1 
had ſeen, and heard, eaſily conceived upon 
what account her ſiſter fuffered : ſhe de- 
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ſpiſed Emily for her want of feeling, and her 
countenance ſpoke her inmoſt thoughts. 
Emma had fo far combated her ſenſations, 
as to be able to appear at tea; but her 
countenance had loſt all animation, and the 
caſt of it was ſo melancholy, that it was 
impoſſible to eſcape notice, Mrs. Fer- 
guſon ſaw it; and under pretence, that her 
head was ſtill bad, offered her a ſeat next 
the fire ; ſaying, with the ſweeteſt tender- 
neſs of voice and manner, that warm feet 
would ſoon effect a cure; keep yours 


on the fender, my dear, then,” ſaid ſhe, 
with the greateſt kindneſs ; © or, had you 


not better have taken your tea in your 
own chamber; our talking may be too 
much for you.” Emma bowed, in return 
to her kindneſs, faintly ſaying, © ſhe felt 
much better, and preferred ſtaying below.” 
More ſhe would have ſaid, but ſhe feared 
to 
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to truſt her voice ; her heart was in. ſuch a 
ſtate, that a kind word had the effect of 
mak ing her burſt into tears. She took the 
ſeat Mrs. Ferguſon had ſo conſiderately 
placed for her, and kept her face turned to 
the fire, that her ſwelled eyes, and * 
checks, might eſcape obſervatian. 

Emily could ſcarcely reſtrain, even be- 
fore miſs Stanley, the exultation of her 
heart, as ſhe reflected how well her plan 
had ſucceeded, and doubted not, but 
it's termination would be as favourable: 
ſhe well knew the very high notions 
Howard - entertained of the duty due from __ 
a child to a parent ; and upon theſe ſhe 
grounded her hopes. The evident uneaſi- 

neſs, under which miſs Stanley laboured, 
Was, to her, a cauſe of triumph; and her 
unſeeling heart exulted in the thought of 
having ſeparated the lovers. In the eur , 
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of the evening, ſhe received two or. three 
ſevere checks from her mother, for obſer- 
_ vations, which pained Emma to hear. 

Tea was ſcarcely finiſhed, when the ſer- 
vant brought in two letters; one of which 
was for Mrs. Ferguſon ; the other, he gave 
to miſs Stanley. Who brought them?“ 
ſaid Mrs. Ferguſon to the ſervant ; © Mr. 
Mordaunt's man ;” he replied. The cu- 
tioſity of every one was raiſed, and the 

countenances of the two ladies, as they 
read their letters, were critically examined: 

- that to Emma ran thus : 


« Cruel Emma! and have you actually 
given me up ? After all my intreaties, all 
| my ſupplications, do you voluntarily reſign 
me to my fate? My father has juſt informed 
me of your determination, of your pro- 
miſe, never, without his conſent, to be 
3 s mine. 


% 
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mine. Ah! Emma! is your love ſo tri- 
fling, that you can, with ſo little reluctance, 
make a promiſe of this kind ? or, were you | 
worked upon, by the perſuaſions of my 
father? Say, what induced you to be thus 
raih ? Oh! recal your promiſe, my be- 
loved : let us leave the world to it's merce- 
nary purſuits : let us rite above the vulgar 
prejudices of little minds, and ſeek for hap- 
pineſs in the boſom of mutual love. Be 
mine, I conjure you; make me the happy 
huſband 1 hope yet to be; do not, by 
keeping this fatal promile, drive me to de- 
pair! We ſhall have enough of this world's 
goods, to place us infinitely above neceſſity "1 
we may live in the happieſt of all ſtates; a 
gentee] mediocrity will be ours ; and that, 
with my Emma, will be ten thouſand times 
happier, than the higheſt, the moſt exalted 
ſtation could be, without her, 4 have, this- 


cs day, 


RS SELINA. 


day, had the command of a ſhip given to me: 
already fortune begins to ſmile ; yet, with- 
out the woman of my heart, to ſhare it, 
what is fortune ! what are honours ! all fink 
to nothing. Emma I conjure you, by 
the eſteem you profeſs for me, by what is 
due to your own happineſs, liſten to what 1 
fay: my reſolution is taken: if I cannot be 
made happy with my Emma, no other wo- 
man ſhall claim me as her huſband ; much 
leſs miſs Ferguſon ; who, of all others, is 
my averſion : beware of her; ſhe is all art; 
believe me, ſhe is but a ſerpent in diſguiſe. 
Sir James tells me, you do not mean to be 
much longer a reſident in her father's fa- 
mily : perhaps, you will go to Llanbeder: 
at the houſe of the re ſpectable Mr. Davis 
I may chance to ſec. you: I have much to 
ſay, more than any letter could contain. 
Say but that Fchall ſee you there, and I 
: will 
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will come, from. the fartheſt limits of the 
globe, to meet you. I may be ordered 
abroad: probably, I ſoon ſhall: before 1 
go then, conſent to be my wife ; I aſk no 
more; I will part from you, even at the 
church. door; this will be a ſecurity, that 
you are mine, paſt all human prevention; 
and, ſhould I be fo fortunate, as to return a 
laurelled hero, I will then claim my Emma 
as the greateſt earthly recompenſe. What 
felicity will be ours! every care ſoftened, 
every charm heightened, by mutual: love 
and ſolicitude. What a rapturous life ! 
Oh!] realize this delightful vion: let me 
leave England with the certainty, that you 
are really my wife, and what more can Þ 
have to wiſh ! My father's diſpleaſure will 
die away, when he ſees there is no remedy 
for it. My mother and ſiſters already love 
you, as one of themſelves; and will you not 
c 6 | be 
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. bew endeared to them, by conſtituting 
the happineſs of a ſon, and brother, they 
fo tenderly regard? Awake me not from 
this happy dream, I coi jure you, but realize 
my views of felicity ; and, be aſſured, that 


no circumſtance, or ſituation, can alter the 
faithful affection of, Four 


4 


cc tideaxp MoxbauntT.” 


Emma no ſooner caſt her eyes over the 
firſt tew lines of her letter, than ſhe fund, 
that ſhe could not continue to peruſe it, in 
the company in Which ſhe now was; colour- 
ing deeply, ſhe immediately withdrew. Mrs. 
Fergulon, who ſaw che emotion which it gave 
her, concluded from whom it came: her own 
letter contained only a card of invitation, 
to her own family, to dine in Mortimer- 
ſtreet the following Monday; ; but no men- 


hi Es tion 


— 
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tion was made of the mils Stanleys, nor did 
any card come to them. Mary thought it 
very odd; they had never before been leſt 
out of the party to fir James Mordaunt's ; 
but ſhe concluded it was a miſtake of the 
ſervants, and did not doubt, but their card | 
would be ſent afterwards. | 
Mrs. Fergufon knew otherwiſe; ſhe knew, 
that this viſit was by way of a formal intro- 
duction of Emily to the family: how to ac- 
quaint Emma, ſhe knew not; ſhe conſidered, 
there would be a fort of indelicacy in men- 
tioning it, and therefore thought it would be 
better, to leave it to chance. | Mary, however, 
immediately informed her ſiſter, who was at 


no loſs to know, why they. were not in- 
cluded in the invitation. Emma ſelt hurt 
at this neglect; ſhe feared, that they had 
adopted fir James's ſentiments, and had alſs 
given her up. In this, ſhe was miſtaken ; 
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| both lady Maondeurs, and her daughters, 
loved Emma with the trueſt affection; they 
had tried. all in their power, to ſet aſide ſir 
James's intentions of accepting Emily 
F erguſon as a daughter-in-law : they repre- 
ſented her in her true light, but fir James 

would not be convinced; money, to him, 

was a very eſſential article, he therefore ſaw 

her virtues through the medium of her 

gold, The ladies earneſtly wiſhed to ſee 
Emma a part of their family, and had 

vainly uſed their eloquence to perſuade ſir 

James to conſent to it: they knew ſhe was 

an economiſt; the management of her own 

&; ſmall income proved, that ſne was far from 

.. expenfive, and that her taſte led her to the 
enjoyment of domeſtic ſociety, and rational 
pleaſures, rather than to indulge in the diſſi- 

pation ſo prevalent among faſhionable fe- 
males. The chance, then, that Howard 

£75 = 2 | | ſtood 
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ſtood for happineſs with ſuch a woman, 
was infinitely greater, than he could expect 
with Emily ; who entered, with avidity, 
into the pleaſures of the town ; was ſeen in 
every faſhionable circle; and had an un- 
bounded love of dreſs and ſhow: the | 
comforts ariſing from the company of a 
ſelect party of well choſen friends were 
ſweets unreliſned by hey who placed her 
whole happineſs in a crowd; to be ſeen, 
noticed, and flattered, was the ultimatum: of 
her enjoyments ; ſhe looked no farther for 
happineſs, the adverted not to the time, when 
theſe ſcenes can no longer pleaſe, and when 
the tired ſpirit looks forward to nobler 
plans of happineſs. 

Emma read her letter over, and over 
again: the picture of felicity her lover had: 
drawn was ſo exactly correſpondent to that 
ſhe had * in b own mind, that it en- 


gaged 


* 
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gaged every feeling in his favour, to be his, 
to be really his wife: there was a pleaſure 
in the thought ſhe wiſhed not to check, 
and could not control. The proof of his 
love he ſo readily gave, by promiſing never 
to be the huſband of another, was a cordial 
to her ſick heart. Hope, that flattering, 
that animating intruder, told her to look 
forward, to the realization of ſcenes, which 
the light fingers of fancy had fo ably traced : 
me wept over her letter; but they were 


5 the tears of tenderneſs, which the fond ex- 


preſſions, and warm attachment of her 
lover, demanded. In the rapture her heart 
felt for his aſſurance of eternal love, ſhe 
kiſſed the letter that conveyed them, and 
placed it in. ker boſom; thence ſhe once 
more drew it, and again read it over. 
Now ſhe was angry, that he ſhould dare to 
propoſe a clandeſtine union : ſhe thought 
it 
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it an inſult, and reſolved to reproach him. 


Of what inconſiſtencies is love compoſed ! 
How weak is reaſon, when oppoſed to it ! 
How difficult is it to combat it's influence, 
or act contrary to it's impulle ! 

The reproaches, with which Emma meant 
to load her lover, ſhe was incapable of utter- 
ing. © I will not be angry,” faid ſhe; © I 
will not chide him for a propoſition, deſpair 
only forced him to make; but I will not 


enter into a clandeſtine connection: no; 


| dear as he is to my heart, much as I love 
him, that love ſhall not hurry me into the 
commiſſion of an act my reaſon could not 
juſtify, and of the conſequences of which I 
have had ſuch a melancholy example, in the 
fate of my dear mother : how doubly inex- 


cuſable ſhould I be, if, with ſuch a warning, 


after ſuch a leſſon as her fate conveyed, I 
ſhould take ſuch a ſtep! No; I will live 
for 


. Pa. 4 
s 7? we 6 2 >D 
__ - 
A 32 
Sn 


8 


=s BY — 
SES a * 


— 


- og 2 * 
42 SELINA, 
for him; I will live in the hope, that ſome - 
fortuitous event may yet bring about our 
union: ſhould it be otherwiſe, I ſhall have 
the conſolation of knowing, I have not act- 
ed either a clandeſtine, or undutiful part; 
and that knowledge muſt conſole me for 
my loſt happineſs. I will not break the 
promiſe I have given to fir James; I will 
not ſee Howard, dear as he is to my heart; 
I will yet ſtrive againſt: my affection for 

him, and, if I cannot totally ſubdue it, I 
will yet ſtruggle to prevent it's gain- 
ing an aſcendancy over my reaſon and 
duty.“ bs 
She then ſat down to anſwer his letter. 

This was a difficult taſk ; ſhe wiſhed not 
entirely to depreſs hope, and ſhe was fear- 
ful of giving too much encouragement to 
it. She began her letter ſeveral times; ſhe 
could not pleaſe herſelf: this was too 

| cold : 
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cold: that too fond, Fhen ſhe deter- 
mined not to write at all: that again, would 


be unkind: at length, after many reſolves, 


ſhe anſwered it in the following manner. 
Jan, 

« To fay, that I ſee kingpy at the con- 
verſation, that paſſed betwixt fir James 
and myſelf this morning, would be to aſſert 
a falſehood, A foe to deception of any 


kind, I had, long ago, acknowledged the 


intereſt you maintained in my boſom; that 
intereſt 1s no way decreaſed; and 1 yielded 
to fir James's entreaties, more from offend- 
ed pride, than want of feeling. . Not only 


the promiſe I have given to your father, 


but my own principles, forbid me to enter 


into a clandeftine engagement: you have; 
long ſince, known my ſentiments on this 
head ;. and, I confeſs, I am ſurprized at your 
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urging ſuch a ſtep. Let us wait with pa- 
tience: ſhould it be our fate, to be here- 
after united, we ſhall enjoy our happineſs 
the more, from the difficulties we have 
ſurmounted : ſhould it be otherwiſe, the 
knowledge of having acted properly will, at 
leaſt, ſoften our diſappointment. Yet, think 
not J have ſufficient apathy to give up my 
views of felicity without a ſigh : many it 
has already coſt me; many more it pro- 
bably will. Receive my thanks for the 
* proofs of attachment you have ſo frequently 
. given: if it will at all contribute to your 


peace, be aſſured, mine for you is not 
weakened. I promiſed your father, that 1 
would not ſee you: I hold my word too 
facred, to admit it's being broken; and, I 
truſt, you will ſo far reſpect it, as not to 
put me to the chance of ſo doing. Our 
correſpondence mult likewiſe ceaſe ; but, 
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ere it totally cloſes, permit me to aſſure 


you, that I cannot but be intereſted for you; 


and ſo long as I have remembrance, you 


will not be forgotten by 


EMMA STANLEY.” 


T his letter ſhe ſealed, and ſent off im- 


mediately, not daring to truſt herſelf with 
the reperuſal, fearful, that ſhe ſhould not 
think it proper. She then returned to the 


company, and in better ſpirits concluded 
the evening. The conſciouſneſs of having 
acted right gave a temporary quiet to her 
heart; and the confidence ſhe felt in How- 
ard's firmneſs went no ſmall way towards 
making hermind eaſy. | 

Mordaunt, when he received her letter, 
though he condemned, yet could not- but 


admire her the more, for being ſo ten 
| | nacious 
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nacious of her word. He lamented her pro- 
hibition of a correſpondence ; for upon that 
he depended, as the ſoftener of abſence : 
i fearful of offending her, he would not 
even ſolicit her upon the ſubject. The pro- 
feſſions of her eſteem delighted him : he 
kiſſed the letter a thouſand timess ; called 
it che facred characters of love; the taliſ- 
man, that, when oppreſſed by fatigue, or 
_ wearied of encountering dangers, ſhould re- 
concile him to life; and make even the 
ſevereſt hardſhips wear / the face of plea- 
:  Tixis' was the language of love ; and 
none, but a real lover, can conceive the et- 
ert it had upon his ſpirits. His mother 
and ſiſters ſaw the change, and attributed it 
to ſome glimmering of hope, that his father 
mit yer be brought to conſent to his wiſhes. 


On the contrary, ſir James was offended at 
OX 9 his 
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47 
his heightened ſpirits; he felt they were 
meant to breathe defiance ; and it 'more 
than ever determined him not to relinquiſh 


his deſigg. „2 «£4 


Monday came; Emily dreſſed with more 
than uſual care, and looking mort than 
commonly handſome, preſented herſelf be- 
fore Emma, with all the malicious exulta- 
tion of hope, that ſhe ſhould yet ſupplant 
her in the affections of Mordaunt. She af- 
feed to be diſſatisfied with her appear- 
ance, and found faults, in her perſon and 
dreſs, where none exiſted. Emma, though 
hurt to the ſoul at the idea of Emily-s 
being introduced as a daughter to the fas 


mily of her lover, yet had command ſuf- 


ficient of herſelf to diſguiſe what ſhe felt: 


the drew hope from Howard's aſſuranees of 


conſtancy ; and-ſaw the carriage wheel away 
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for Mortimer: ſtreet, with more fortitude 
than ſhe had expected. 

When the Ferguſons arrived at fir James 
Mordaunt's, they were welcomed, with 
every mark of reſpect, on his part: he in- 
troduced Emily, as the future wiſe of his 
fon ; and deſired lady Mordaunt, and her 
daughters, to conſider her as ſuch” He 
then apologized for his ſon's abſence; 
which, he aſſured them, was not inten- 
tional; he being obliged to attend at the 
admiralty. Dinner was announced: no 
Howard came. Sir James wondered; 
Emily ſighed, and looked 3 
every one elſe was amazed. 80 
By the particular deſire of the baronet, 
he was to have been kept in ignorance 
of the party, that was expected; but 
miſs Mordaunts were talking of it be- 
11 i : fore 

3 | 
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fore their maid, who, in confidence, told 
young Mordaunt's ſervant, and he thought 
it highly proper, his maſter ſhould not be 
ignorant, whom he was to meet. Thus 
prepared, Howard knew how to act: he 
purpoſely kept from home; and finding, 
when he was at the Admiralty, that he muſt 
go down the next day to Spithead, to take 
the command of his ſhip, he made a pre- 
text of an immediate order, took a chaiſe, 
and leſt London, about eight in the evening. 
When they had ſufficiently wondered at 
the cauſe of his abſence, and had exhauſted 
the probability of every circumſtance, that | 
could detain him, a letter was delivered to. 
fir James; whoſe furprize, while he read 
it, was not only evident to the company; 
but ſo far threw him off his guard, as to 
make him fay, aloud, « Good God! Howard 
has left town.“ My'ſon'! my brother” 
VOL. 111. . D Mr. 
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Mr. Howard vas articulated from every 
mouth ; while the ſtare of ſurprize, and the 
expectation of knowing why, was viſible on 
every one's features. Sir James, however, 
yexed that he had been betrayed into this 
exclamation, aid, © that, upon going to 
the Admiralty, his ſon found his preſence 
was neceſſary at Spithead it was thought 
proper by the board, that he ſhould im- 


mediately haſten thither ; and, feeling him- 


ſelf inadequate to the pain of - parting 


with ſuch reſpected friends, he thought 


it better to leave London without taking 
a formal leave.” This was the colour- 


ing fir James thought proper to give it; 
but it was far from juſt: Howard had can- 
didly told his father his reaſons for leaving 


London ſo unexpectedly; he ſaid, he was 
unwilling to give even appearance to an af- 


ſection he 8 not feel, and thought it 
injuſtice, 
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injuſtice, both to the lady and himſelf, to 
countenance a proceeding, to which Ke was 
averſe: he ſolicited his father's pardon 
for the ſtep he had taken; aſſured him, 
he would not fo far contemn his autho- 
rity, as to ſee even the object he moſt 
wiſhed to ſee, while he avoided one whorr 
he had choſen; and concluded with aſſuring 
him, that, if he would not preſs his choice, 
it never ſhould be IE — to 1. 


77 
« 


will. 
Sir James could very ill conceal his vex- 
ation at the intelligence his letter con- 
tained. Lady Mordaunt, and her daughters, 
were at no loſs, to gueſs the motives, that 
had driven Howard from town; Mr. and 
Mrs. Ferguſon were difappointed ; while 
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Emily fat the picture of mortification, and 
diſinay : the party, now mutually diſtrisfied, 


F broke up. Emily could not bear, ckat Het 
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mortification ſhould be ſeen by her rival; 
ſhe therefore begged her father and mother, 
not to take any notice of Howard's depar- 
ture to Emma; and, under pretence of a 
head- ach, immediately retired to her own 
chamber. But Emma was not of diſpo- 
ſition to exult in the diſappointment of an- 
other: ſhe well knew the cauſe of Emily's 
| head-ach ; for, during her abſence, ſhe had 
received the following letter from her 
lover: 


er his once only, my Emma, will 1 
break your commands; the exigence of 


the moment requires it: thank you ten 
thouſand times for your letter; dear, ſacred 
characters, they are placed on my heart, 
whence, but with life, they never ſhall 
be torn. I know of the party, that are this 
day to dine with my father; it is upon 
their 
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their account I write; I have reſolved not 
to fee them, or to countenance even the 
{lighteſt appearance of a civility I cannot 
pay, or an attachment, which I can never 
feel. I go r:ctefore to Spithead, where 
I ſhall join my ſhip, which is now lying 
there. I might yet for ſome ſhort time 
have delayed my departure, but I choſe 
rather to haſten it, than give ſanction to 
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hopes, which will never be realized. It is 
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uncertain, whether I may be able to return 


#404. 
* Y Ee” 3. 0 Sf 
* 2223 
— * 17 1 


to London again before we ſail, the place 
of our deſtination being yet unknown, 
though I believe it is pretty certain, that it 
will be to the Mediterranean. This, then, 
will probably be my adieu to you, who, of 
all women, are neareſt my heart: bleſſings 
then attend you, my Emma, wherever you 
go; ſtill let me have the pleaſure to think 
I dwell in your thoughts: T leave vou in 
ee 3 a 
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the fond hope, that, at our next meeting, 
there will be no prevention. to our mutual 
happineſs; that my father will authorize it, 
and himſelf join our hands. I will cheriſh 
this hope ; it will tell me, I muſt not live 
wor myſelf, but for one infinitely dearcr, 
Oh! my Emma, how ſhall I ſay farewel ! 
how ſhall I fake leave of one, upon whom 
my every thought is fixed, who is the cen- 
tre of all my joys ! For my fake, it I may 
preſume to ſay ſo, take care of yourſelf; 
remember you are accountable for mine as 
well as your own happineſs ; I leave it in 
your charge. Once more then adieu, 
deareſt of women, and believe me your 
unalterably faithful | 
| HowARD Mozvaunt.” 


his letter occaſioned in Emma the moſt 
| lively emotion. She wept over it, and 


vowed 
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vowed her heart ſhould never be unfaithful 
to it's author. She wanted no freſh proof of 
his attachment ; and this, though a grateful 
one, yet gave her extreme pain. Alas!” 
ſaid ſhe, when ſhall we meet again? when 
will the hopes you have. cheriſhed be 
realized? Yes, I will take care of myſelf; 
I will hope, we may yet be one; that. the 
day may yet arrive, when, without incurring 
the cenſure of boldneſs, I may openly avow 
the love I feel; but, alas! there is little 
proſpect, that rhis will ever be; not only 


the interdiction of your father, but the 


dangers of your profeſſion, almoſt forbid 
the hope. How hazardous a life 1s yours ! 
to what riſks are you expoſed, from the 
mercileſs hand of war, and commotion of the 


the elements ? O could I but ſhare your 


how readily would I do ſo: but, alas 
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I can only weep, and pray for your ſafety. 


If prayers have effect, mine ſhall be inceſ- 
ſantly offered up for your preſervation; 
and, relying upon the watchful care of di- 
vine goodneſs, my ſtubborn heart ſhall learn 
ſubmiſtion to it's decrees.” Thus ſhe rea- 
ſoned : her eyes were yet red with weep- | 
ing, when Mr. and Mrs. Ferguſon entered ; 
and ſhe was too ſtudious to conceal her emo- 
tion from them, to attend to miſs Emily. 
Several weeks now elapſed. Miſs Fer- 
guſon was peeviſh, and ill tempered, almoſt 
to rudeneſs, with Emma: to Mary ſhe was 
ſcarcely more civil; and her conduct was 
ſo openly difreſpe&tful to both, that their 
refidence in the ſame houſe . became very 
difagreeable. Mrs. Ferguſon ſaw it, fre- 
quently chid her daughter for it, and by the 
ſweetneſs and tenderneſs of her manner to 
her wards, endeavoured to make amends 


ſor 
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for her conduct. ward had ſailed, ſo 
that Emily's expectations were all blighted. 

Mr. Davis had written frequently to in- 
vite his wards again to Llanbeder, but 
Emma declined the invitation, as ſhe felt 
a reluctance to going where every place 
would remind her of her lover. Ever ſince 


the accident, by which Mary's nb and arm 
had been broken, her health had viſibly de- 


clined ; ſhe was conſtantly complaining of a. 


pain in her ſide; ſhe evidently loſt both 
her ſtrength and colour. Emma was: 
alarmed; and wrote to Mr. Davis for ad- 
vice, who ſtrongly urged their coming to 
Llanbeder, or going to Briſtol. Mary was. 
however unwilling to leave London: George 
Ferguſon had returned cured of his attach- 


ment to Emma, and now devoted himſelf 


to her ſiſter. Mary was pleaſed with the 


bvelineſs of his diſpoſition; and às he was 
D 5 at 


* 2 — = - 
— — 4 
* * _Y.- «h a 


> of & . d 
+ 1 * _— - EY <0. - * 
— — A — - fs — —— — 


* 


50 
3 
2 


0 
| 
{ 
0 


5 
7 A 
C | 
87 
1 
* T3 
9 


Eo Sno ESSE, 
— 


d | 
[! 

1 

4 

f 

| 

U 
. 
6 
4 
U 
; 
4] 
f : 


58 * SELINA. 

at leaſt a certain relief from the ill humour 
of Emily, ſhe was gratified by his notice, 
which indeed was only that of an affectionate 
brother : ſhe feigned, therefore, to be better 


than ſhe really was, and thus things pro- 


ceeded for above three months longer, when 
Mr. and Mrs. Fergufon were agreeably 


Fol ſurprized by a viſit from their fon and 


daughter, ſignor and madame Vinetti. This 
was an unexpected pleaſure, and gave life 
to the whole family, Madame Vinetti was 
the exact counterpart of her mother, both 


in perſon and diſpoſition ; and her manners 


were ſo. ſweetly mild, that ſhe intereſted 


every body in her favour. She was.parti- 
; cularly ſtruck with Emma, who was juſt the 


character ſhe admired. Miſs Stanley alfo 
felt a reciprocal prejudice in her favour, 
and Emily ſoon had the mortification of 
ſeeing herſelf rivalled, even in che affections 

of 
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of her friends. They propoſed remaining 
in England ſix months, at the expiration of 
which time, they were to return to Italy. 
Madame Vinetti obſerved, with pain, the 


envious diſpoſition of Emily towards Emma,, 
for whom ſhe felt the tendereſt attachment, 


and could not excuſe her filter's conduct 
towards her. She ſaw how uncomfortable 
the reſidence of miſs Stanleys in her fa- 
ther's houſe was made by it, and one day, 
after ſhe had been in England about two. 
months, propoſed, half laughingly, half ſe- 
riouſly, that the fiſters ſhould return with: 


her to Italy; they as laughingly conſented, . 


and the matter dropped. . 
Emma, though ſhe ceaſed viſiting in 


Mortimer: ſtreet, yet maintained a conſtant 


correſpondence with miſs Mordaunt. She 
cautiouſly avoided mentioning Howard, and 
mils Mordaunt ſpoke of him no farther, than 
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to ſay, when they heard from him, and lor 


he was. 


Mary now grew ſo much worſe, that her 


ſiſter ftrem:ouſly inſiſted upon her following 
Mr. Davis's advice. Madame Vinetti, 
when ſhe' was acquainted with it, promiſed 
to accompany them to Briſtol, provided 


they would return with her to Italy. Emma 
willingly agreed, provided Mr. Ferguſon 


and Mr. Davis would permit. Madame 


Vinetti undertook to engage for her father, 
and miſs Stanley was to write to Mr. Davis, 


who would not oppoſe it, under the con- 


fideration of the beneficial effect it might 
have upon Mary's health; but urged their 
firſt going to Briſtol, that her ſtrength 


might be a little reſtored, before ſne under- 
took the voyage. Their friend was de- 


lighted at his ready acquieſcence; and that 
they might make their journey in a good time 
of the yea”, haſtened their departure ſome 

7h | weeks: 
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weeks: the journey to Briſtol was imme- 
diately undertaken, the whole party ac- 
companying them. Mary found ſome 
benefit from the air, and was ſoon ſtrong 
enough for a voyage to Italy. | | 

While at Briſtol, Emma received letters 
from miſs Mordaunt, who mentioned her 
brother's being expected in about four 
months, but, ſhe added, his ſtay will be very 
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ſhort; he merely comes home to be revic- 
tualled, and then either returns to his ſtation, 
or proceeds to the Weſt Indies; ſhe concluded 
with ſaying, ſhe poſtponed her marriage in 
the hope; that he would be preſent at it; and 
with a wiſh, that ſhe might, by that time, 
have returned from Italy, and be a parti- | 
cipator in her happineſs. The papers 
alſo had prepare Emma for the return of 
her lover, and ſhe would now have willingly 
deferred her journey to Italy, but her 61> | 
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ter's health, the promiſe ſhe had given to 


ſir James, beſide appearing trifling in the 
eyes of her friends, forbade her thinking 
ol it. Much of the pleafure ſhe had pro- 


poſed to herſelf, in this tour, was now done 
away. The thought, that Howard would 


be in England; that he would fee Emily, 


and probably be- worked upon by the per- 


ſuaſions of his father to accept her, made 


her averſe to a journey, which ſhe feared 
might be fatal to her happineſs. She had 
been taught to conſider abſence as the 
grave of love; and though her's was, if 
poſſible, heightened, ſhe doubted left the 


- conſtancy of her lover might be ſhaken. 
Thus ſhe became the prey of deſpondence 
and uneaſineſs; her thoughts, ever fixed 


upon this ſubject, never failed to ſet in me- 
lancholy array before her all the diſmal 


ideas, with which her heart was oppreſſed : 


* | yet 


* 
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yet ſpite of the neceſſity ſhe thought there 
was, that ſhe ſhould not quit England, her 
love for her ſiſter conquered every feeling 
for herſelf. Mary's health was far from 
being eſtabliſned; the ſlighteſt cold, or leaſt 
fatigue, affected her; they therefore ſoon 
returned to London, and began'to make 
preparations for their departure : theſe pre- 
parations were ſoon accompliſhed ; and in 
leſs than a month after their return, they 
were ready to quit England. 

Emma was much affected when ſhe took 
leave of Emily: ſne dreaded, at their next 
meeting, to ſee her Mrs. Mordaunt: the 
idea was ſo painful, that it forced tears into 
her eyes. She wiſhed her happy, but not 
with Howard: could ſhe be fo with any 
other, none would more cordially have con- 
gratulated her; but ſelf, that never fails to 
predominate, told her, that the happineſs 
of 


of Emily with Howard was too inimical to 
her own. 

When ſhe took leave of Mrs. p es 
her tears could not be reſtrained: that lady 
kiſſed and embraced her; called her a noble 
girl ; bade her but continue to be as exem- 
plary in her conduct, as ſhe had hitherto been, 
and it would enſure her happineſs ; deſired 
her to write frequently to her; aſſured her, 
ſhe ſhould be intereſted in all that concerned 
her; and requeſted her to recount her all her 
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feelings and concerns, for that ſhe could not 
bur be anxious in whatever related to her. 
Emma returned her maternal friend's em- 
brace ; ſhe could not ſpeak, her heart was 
too full for utterance : ſhe regretted quit- 
ting one ſhe ſo highly reſpected, and one 
who, in every reſpect, had manifeſted the 
moſt tender regard for her. She loved 


Mrs. Ferguſon as a mother, and, in ſpite of 
| all. 
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all her faults, and all her unkindneffes, 
Emily too, whom ſhe regarded as a ſiſter, and 
one of her earlieſt friends. The ſeparation 
between the father, mother, and daughter, 
was highly affecting; George accompanied 
them to Falmouth, whence they were to fail 
in the Liſbon packet, the war preventing 
their going through France. 

As they ſailed down the channel, ul as 
the coaſt of England vaniſhed from their | 
ſight, how did each regret it's leſſening 
view! everyone had left ſome friend behind; 
and thus ſituate, they were not in_very _ 
good ſpirits, but from theſe thoughts they ® | 
were rouſed by attention to their own par- 


ticular feelings. A ſickneſs, common to 


thoſe who have never been at ſea, now af- 
ſaulted them, and Mary ſuffered ſo much 
from it, that every one was alarmed for 


her. In the courſe of a week ſhe got to- 
lerably 
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lerably well ; and by the time they arrived 
at their Ceſtined port, was better than ſhe 
had been for ſome months. 

Signor Vinetti, having buſineſs to tranſ- 
act both at Oporto and Liſbon, the ladies 
amuſed themfelves with ſeeing every thing 
worthy notice; and their ſtay at Liſbon was 
made very pleaſant by their introduction to 
ſeveral families of conſequence. Madame 

Vinetti propoſed: croſſing directly through 
Spain, but her huſband having ſome con- 
cerns to ſettle on the coaſt, they agreed to 
go round it. Emma expreſſed a wiſh to 


viſit Gibraltar; her friends conſented, and 


they, as well as herſelf, ſaw with delight that 
monument of britiſh valour. Their ſtay 
at Gibraltar was ſhort; and thence they pro- 
ceeded to Barcelona, where they remained 
ſomewhat longer. They did not admire 


Spain; the indolence ſo prevalent among 
10 it's 
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it's inkabitants, their exceſſive pride, reſerve, 
and particular obſervance of forms, gave 
them an unfavourable opinion of the nation; 
yet they were not ſo blinded by prejudice, 
as not to allow, them all the merit, that was 
due to their ſtrict ſenſe of honour, courteſy, 
and hoſpitality. 

Our travellers attracted the attention of 
ſeveral cavaliers, by whom they were fre- 


quently ſerenaded. Much as Emma and 


Mary wiſhed to viſit Marſeilles and Toulon, 
this was not to be thought of at preſent; 
they ſailed from Barcelona, therefore, um- 
mediately for Genoa ; within about ten 


engliſh miles of which, on the italian fide, | 


ſignor Vinetti reſided, and here, after 
all their fatigues, they were welcomed 
with the warmeſt affection by their amiable 


friends, 
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The next morning madame Vinetti told 
them, © ſhe would introduce them to her 
ciciſbeo, for,” faid ſhe, © it is actually out of 
all rule to be ſeen with your huſband ; and 
though I am ſo truly engliſh, as to prefer 
the company and converſation of mine to 
the fineſt beau Genoa can afford, yet, un- 
leſs I would incur even public ridicule, I 
muſt not make uſe. of his arm, or be ſeen 
to ſpeak to him in public.” — - | 

We have many ridiculous cuſtoms, my 
dear miſs Stanley,” ſaid ſignor Vinetti, © but 
this is really a pernicious one, as it not only 
eſtranges a man and wife from each other, 
but affords them opportunities, and even 


ſanct ions their carrying on intrigues, which 
frequently bring the moſt fatal conſequences 
upon their families. From one extreme the 
genocle have fallen 1 into another ; with the 

reſt 
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reſt of the italians, they were noted for | 
jealouſy ; and to rid themſelves of this cen- 


ſure, they adopted this cuſtom, which ſets all 
domeſtic happineſs at defiance. As we live 
at ſome diſtance from Genoa, we are lefs 
obſerved, and are more at liberty to act as 
we pleaſe; and really the choice Caroline 
has made of a ciciſbeo is ſo prudent a one, 
that I am no way jealous of her; for though 
I fee him almoſt every day, and hear him 
addreſs numberleſs fine things to her; yet, 
ſo far from feeling hurt by his attentions, I 
am never better pleaſed, than when he is 
here. I dare ſay we ſhall ſee him before 
the day is over, and we will then viſit 


Genoa.” 


The day paſſed very pleaſantly, but no 


ciciſbeo appeared. © How ungallant,” ſaid 


madame Vinetti, laughing; “ after ſuch an 


| abſence 5 
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abſence, he ought to have come even to 
Genoa, if not to Barcelona, to meet me ; po- 
ſitively I will diſcard him; I will not admit 
him to my preſence, but ſeverely puniſh 
him for this lapſe of duty. Indeed I cannot 
tell, but that I may be tempted to give him 
a ſpecimen of italian jealouſy, and have him 
aſſaſſinated.” | 
The next morning, however, introduced 
him to the knowledge of our young travel- 
lers, to whom he was made known as Mr, 
Neville. He was of a noble and com- 
manding aſpect; his exteriour, though 
much emaciated by ſickneſs, and evidently 
- kibouring under a dejection of ſpirit, was ne- 
vertheleſs extremely prepoſſeſſing; he paid 
his compliments with a degree of elegance 
they had ſeldom ſeen equalled, and appeared 
much ſtruck with the ſiſters, examining 


their countenances with the minuteneſs of a 
9 Per ſon, 
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perſon, that was tracing in them a pak 
recollection. 

The party now proceeded to * 
where they viſited every place worthy no- 
tice. They were delighted with the pa- 


laces of Durazzo, Bragnole, and Correga; 


the bridge of Corregnan, and the beautiful 
bay of Genoa, alſo claimed their admira- 
tion. To our young travellers all was food 
for admiration, wonder, and aſtoniſhment, 
yet they confeſſed the appearance of ſo 
many people in black gave a ſombre turn 
to their thoughts. 


« This city,” ſaid ſignor Vinetti, 8 from | 


the magnificence of it's buildings, has ob- 


tained the name of Genoa the Proud; but 


ſo much 1s the ſtate of this once flouriſh- 
ing republie, and the temper of the people 
altered, that, if theſe ſplendid churches and 
edifices had not owed their exiſtence to for- 
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mer ages, they would not now have been 


erected.” e 

* Why ?” faid Emma, © I always under- 

ſtood, that the italians were noted for their 

love of the fine arts.” | 
'« True, my dear,” rephed her friend, 

« but the gendeſe are an exception to 


this rule; their indifference to the fine arts 


is certainly wonderful. Our ſoil is in many 


Parts barren, mountainous, and rocky: na- 


ture, in many reſpects, has been a niggard 
to us; we muſt, therefore, endeavour to 
ſupply her defects: to do this, called forch 
+ all our exertions ; ; commerce ſcemed the 


only way, by which we could arrive at the 


accompliſhment of our views ; and to this, 
as with one accord, every one turned. The 
italians, naturally indolent, could not bear 
the genoeſe for their induſtry ; and though 


we loſt the fine arts, we have moſt un- 
| doubtedly received muchgreater advantages. 
| Our 


ha . - "py 


Our bank is rich to a proverb; but the : 


riches of Genoa, which uſed formerly to 


conſiſt in her manufactures, now give way 


to a ſpirit of parſimony and uſury, which 
diſgraces our national character. There 
are but few ſtates, which we have not aſ- 
ſiſted with loans, and this not a little raiſes 
the pride of my countrymen. Shall I own 
to you, that, though myſelf a genoeſe, I ſee 
faults in our conſtitution, which, as a pa- 
triot, I could wiſh to ſee remedied 2 But as 
Caroline will not give up the hope of ſome 
day ſettling in her native country, and as I 
feel a great pleaſure in indulging her in her 
wiſhes, I ſhall put up with the evils, of 
which I complain, without attempting to 
bring about a reformation which I could 
not expect to ſee carried into effect. But 
tell me what you think of our city, and 121 


ſuch ladies as you have yet ſeen.“ 
VOL, III. E can 
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I can hardly be a judge,” replied Emma, 
« as I have ſcarcely yet ſeen any, by whom 


I can form a judgment ; but I am in love 


with the gentlemen, yourſelf, and Mr. Ne- 
ville, for inſtance.” | 


« O, as to me, I thank you for the com- 
pliment, which I preſume was meant only 
for my friend; but ſympathy ſpeaks in his 


favour ; he is, you know, an engliſhman.” 


« No, it did not,” returned Emma; 
ic madame Vinetti did not introduce him as 


my countryman: but tell me, who is he, and 


what brought him here; and, above all, tell 


me the cauſe of that air of melancholy ſo 


viſible in him; it much intereſts me.” 


« O thou daughter of Eve,” replied her 


friend, © how in the world am I to anſwer 


ſo many queſtions, and gratify ſuch a ſtock 
of curioſity ? But that I may really gain 
a place in your opinion for being a dealer 
in ſmall talk, and retailer of intelligence, 

I ſhall. 
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I ſhall proceed to anſwer, to the beſt of 
my abilities, the queſtions you have ſo ably 
propoſed. In the firſt place, then, he has 
reſided in Italy for ſome years; ill health, l 


believe, firſt brought him among us. He 


formerly lived at St. Remo, but about two 
years ago, we met with him at Piſa, ſo 
famous for it's baths. It happened, that 
we were next door neighbours, and Caro- 
line, who by the by was much ſtruck with 
him, contrived to bring about an acquaint- 
ance, which was ſo well improyed, that we 
ſoon perſuaded him to quit St. Remo, and 
reſide in our neighbourhood. He is now 
conſtantly with us, and we conſider his com- 


pany as ſuch an acquiſition to our ſociety, 


that his loſs would be ſeverely felt, and we 
ſhould not know how to diſpenſe with his pre- 
ſence ; yet, though we are upon ſo intimate 
a footing, we have never heard him mention 
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either the cauſe of his dejection, or even 
name his connections in England. I believe 
he has been unfortunate, both in domeſtic 
concerns, and pecuniary matters; he has, 
I know, been married, and has had chil- 
dren, but whether he be a widower, or live 
in voluntary ſeparation from his family, 1 
cannot tell: I can only ſay, that he merits 
happineſs, to which, if I may judge from 
ſome hints he has at times dropped, he has 
ong been a ſtranger.” 
As our heroine's acquaintance with Mr, 
- Neville increaſed, they were more and more 
pleaſed with him, Not a day paſſed but he 
was at Villa Marina; all the pleaſure he 
' ſeemed to have was in the company of his 
friends ; he was conftantly bringing or ſend- 
ing ſome little elegant preſent to them ; in 
ſhort, he ſeemed only to live for them, and 
with them. © You have certainly made a 
conqueſt 
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conqueſt of Mr. Neville,“ ſaid madame 
Vinetti to them, © but which of you is to 
be the favoured object, I cannot tell, though, 
to ſay truth, I think he gives the prefer- 
ence to Mary; for he is conſtantly looking 
at her, and ſighing. Remember,“ ſhe con- 
tinued, laughing, © I ſhall never forgive 
you for robbing me of him; and as for you, 
Emma, if you are faithleſs, I ſhall have no 
difficulty in revenging myſelf for depend 
upon it, I ſhall write to a certain young 
naval officer, and tell him, © of broken 
vows, and faithleſs woman, to beware.” 
Emma coloured as deep as ſcarlet. This 
was the firſt intimation madame Vinetti 
had given her of being acquainted with her 
ſecret ; ſhe felt confuſed and aſhamed, that it 
ſhould be nuade public. 
Neither Emma, nor Mary liked either the 
dreſs or manners of the genoeſe ladies: 
E 3 they 
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they were for the meſt part extremely ig- 
norant and ſuperſtitious, and were ſo gene- 
rally addicted to gallantry, that the freedoms 
in which they indulged were to an engliſh- 
| woman highly diſguſting : beſides, the ex- 
ceſſive attachment both ſexes had to gaming 
precluded all poſſibility of rational conver- 
ſation. However, in the ſociety of ſignor 
and madame Vinetti, and Mr. Neville, time 
never flagged ; the days paſſed away with 
rapidity ; and weeks and months were gone, 
ere they were thought to have paſſed. 

But Emma, as the time drew on, that 
Howard was expected in England, gave 
an involuntary ſigh, and regretted, that 
ſhe too could not participate in the plea- 
fure of his company. In idea he was pre- 
ſent to her view; ſhe ſaw him at Llanarth, 
now chatting with his mother, now walk- 
ing with his ſiſters. Memory too, ever 
faithful to her duty, preſented.to her imagi- 


nation 
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nation their firſt interview; her introduction 
to his friends; the many hours of ſocial con- 
verſe they had ſhared; and the many agreea- 
ble walks and rides ſhe had enjoyed with him. 
Again fancy pictured him as no longer her 
lover, but the huſband of Emily Ferguſon ; 
ſhe ſaw her, in her mind's eye, leaning on 
his arm, taking their evening walk on the 
beach; now ſhe ſaw them ſitting at the foot 
of a large oak tree, which grew in the port, 
enjoying all the ſweets ariſing from nuptial | 
happineſs. This idea was to her moſt un- 
_ grateful ; ſhe tried to chaſe it away; ſhe 
found it was impoſlible ; it recurred with 
double force, and reigned fo deſpotically, 
that ſhe almoſt feared it was realized. 
Mary was now quite recovered ; they 
would return to England; ſhe would no 


longer remain at a diſtance, and where it 
was with difficulty they could obtain letters 
| E 4 from 
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from their friends. Then ſhe reflected upon 
fir James's conduct, and her promiſe to 
him. Was ſhe not better where ſhe was? 
If ſhe were at a diſtance from him, ſhe was 
alſo at adiſtance from the miſery ſhe ſhould 
feel, were ſhe in England, ſeeing him the 
huſband of another.] will try then, to 
be content,” ſaid ſhe; © I will not antici- 
pate ills, which, if they be to come, I muſt 
learn to ſubmit to with patience ; but hoping 
the beſt, will patiently wait it's arrival.” 

Things were in this ſtate, when, as the 
family and Mr. Neville were fitting and 
converſing after dinner, the converſation 
turned upon portrait and miniature paint- 
ing; each were extolling it as a charm- 
ing and elegant art. Mr. Neville, taking 
a picture from his boſom, ſhowed it, ſaying, 
« that it was not only an admirable like- 
neſs, but the drapery, deſign, and paint- 


ing. 


SELINA. 81 


ing, were eſteemed remarkably well done:“ 
unlooſing it from the ſtring, by which it was 
ſuſpended, he put it into the hands of ma- 
dame Vinetti, who no ſooner ſaw it, than 
ſhe ſaid, “ were it not that the counte- 
nance is ſomething older, and the dreſs 
rather antique for the preſent day, I ſhould 
declare it was done for Mary.” 

Signor Vinetti and Emma were like- 
wiſe as much ſtruck by the likeneſs,. 
and expreſſed their ſurprize at the re- 
ſemblance. “ Tis a reſemblance,” ſaid 
Mr. Neville, ſighing, © that does not exiſt 
merely in the picture; miſs Mary is ſo 
exactly like the original, that, at firſt ſight, 
I almoſt thought ſhe was again ' preſent to 
my view. The ſenſations I have felt, and 
ſtill do feel, when I contemplate the like- 
neſs betwixt them, are indefinable ; in ſhort 
it is not features only, but the voice, the 
action, the manner, are altogether ſo much 
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like what her's was, that I could at times 
fancy it was herſelf. This lady,” ſaid he, 
ſtedfaſtly regarding the picture, was, 
when I firſt knew. her, the counterpart of 
you,” addreſſing himſelf to Mary. © Her 
virtues,” ſaid he, wiping a tear from his 
eye, which had taken it's abode there, 
<« deſerved a better fate; ſhe fell into the 
hands of avillain, who, careleſs of the jewel 
he poſſeſſed, left her expoſed to ills ſhe was 


not formed to encounter ; death, at an early 
age, tore her from a world and huſband un- 


' worthy of her; and it is not among the | 


ſlighteſt of the ſorrows, under which he at 


| preſent labours, that he has her's and her 
Thildren' s fate to deplore: to the anguiſh, 
| which now corrodes his heart, he muſt 


ſhortly fall a prey, and, bereft of every 


hope and comfort, fink into a grave, which 


cannot even bring reſt to him.” 


The 
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The ſighs of Mr. Neville now aroſe to 
ſobs, and, ſtill gazing upon the face of Mary, 
whoſe hind he retained within his, the tears 
flowing from his eyes, he continued, I 5 
am the wretch of whom I ſpeak. I am 
the man, who has hurried to her grave a 
woman of matchleſs worth. O, if crimes: 
ſuch as mine, can be extenuated by repent- 
ance, bear witneſs, Heaven, of. the fin-- 
cerity of mine.. Excuſe me, my dear 
friends, reflections, ſuch as mine, are be- 
yond the reach of human comfort; the 
great author of all can alone ſpeak peace 
to my heart: but I am unfit for company; 
I will retire ; perhaps to-morrow I may be 
more able to converſe, and I will then N 
again ſee you.“ * 

He would have left them, but his friends, 
who loved and reſpected him, could not 
bear the idea of his quitting them in ſuch a. 

E 6 frame 
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frame of mind; they therefore united in. 
perſuading him to ſtay : unable to reſiſt 
their intreaties, he complied ; and Mary 
_ gayly ſaid, that, in return for finding a 
Ikeneſs for her, ſhe would ſhow him a pic- 
ture, which he in ſome degree reſembled ; 
but, added ſhe, the gentleman I ſhall 
ſhow you is young, has a cheerful anima- 
tion in his features, and is indeed very 
handſome.” . 

- Shethenproduced the picture of her father, 
and put it into his hand. He took it; gazed 
attentively on it ; then, caſting his eyes up 
wildly, he clenched the picture in his hands, 
and violently ſtruck his forehead. For 


ſome time he continued in this attitude, to 
the aſtoniſhment and terrour of them all ; 
who thought he was in a fit, and eagerly 
offered remedies to relieve him; for ſome 
time he was not in a ſituation to benefit 


by 
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by them, till at length, rouſed from the 
dreadſul ſtate in which he was, in faltering 
and broken accents, he ſaid, « For God's 


ſake, tell me where you got this picture, 


and who gave it to you!” There was a 


kind of frenzy in his manner, and incohe- 


rence in his expreſſion, that frightened both 
Emma and Mary too much, to permit them 
to reply: for a minute he waited their an- 
fwer ; which, not obtaining, with the moſt 
' frantic geſture he dropped on his knees, 
and clinging hold of them, ſaid, < for the 
love of Heaven, have pity on my miſeries, 
and tell me, I entreat of you, where, - and 


how you got poſſeflion of this picture! 


Oh ſpeak, I conjure you; relieve me from 
this agonizing ſuſpenſe ; it is a queſtion, 

that intereſts me beyond expreſſion.” 
The ſiſters looked at each other, as if 
fearful of revealing what neither dared to 
| tell 5 
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tell ; yet unable to reſiſt the agonized looks 
of Mr. Neville, they at length whiſperingly 
faid, © from their mother.“ 

Like one ſtruck by a thunderbolt, Mr. 
Neville fell to the ground; every muſcle, 


every nerve in agitation, he ſcemed per- 
fectly convulſed; in dreadful perturbation, 
and in expectation of ſome horrid myſtery, 
which he had to unfold, they tried to raiſe 
him; at laſt they ſucceeded, and, placing 
him on a ſopha, waited for ſome time, till 
he was able to diſcloſe the reaſon of his 
preſent ſufferings; but that was no eaſy 
taſk to perform, for he was no ſooner ſen- 
ſible, than his feelings took a different turn. 
Looking at miſs Stanleys, he burſt into 
an agony of tears. I was the huſband 
of your mother, if it were really ſhe, who 
gave you that picture; but no; that can- 
not be: your name is Stanley. O, are 
113 2 you 
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you ſure you do not deceive me ? Was 
it indeed your mother, your. own mother, 
that gave you this miniature?“ 

< It was, indeed, fir,” ſaid Emma, as well 
as her agitation would allow; © our name 
is not really Stanley, but 2 very 
like it.“ 

Mr. Neville now gaſped for breath: he 
longed to know, yet dreaded to hear, what 
was their real name. Unable to aſk, yet 
ſolicitous to learn, his lips could ſcarcely 
refrain from repeating, what his hopes bid 
him wiſh it to be: finding they were ſilent, 
and being no longer capable of enduring 
ſuſpenſe, he ſaid © Your mother's name 
was Manley; was it not?“ 

« Oh yes, yes,” they replied, 28 
into tears. 

Then I am indeed your father,” ad he, 
trembling with violent agitation. They 


would now have approached him: © Stand 
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off,” ſaid he, franticly, “I am unworthy of 
ſuch bleſſings. O God, O God,” he ex- 
claimed, beating his forehead, © what a 
wretch have I been! How can I embrace 
my children, or expect that they ſhould ac- 
knowledge a father, who was the primary 
cauſe of all the miſeries their mother en- 
dured ! O no, no, I dare not, Imuſt not hope, 
that they will own me for a parent.“ 
His children again advanced, and kneel- 
ing, begged him to acknowlege them; to 
ſuffer them to be near him, to adminiſter 
conſolation to his diſtreſſes. Throwing 
himſelf -on a ſopha, and leaning his arms 
over it, for ſome minutes he laid fixedly 
contemplating them ; till Mary, gathering 
courage, ruſhed up to him, and claſping 
her arms round him, in words ſcarcely 
articulate from ſobbing, begged him, by 
the memory of her mother, to ſee and own 

her children. | 
Her 


7 


SELINA, - 

Her action, her manner, the likeneſs, all 
{truck him. He took, her in his arms, 
claſped her with fervour to his heart, and 
then his head ſinking on her ſhoulder, he 
again burſt into tears, and ſobbed like an 
infant. Emma now alſo partook of the 
paternal embrace of her father, whoſe tears 
wetted the boſoms of his children, till at 
length exhauſted by the violence of his 
emotion, Mr. Neville became a little com- 
poſed, when looking ſtedfaſtly at his. daugh- 
ters, he ſaid, * and can you, will you own 
me, my deareſt girls? Will you acknow- 
ledge for a father the man, who has been 
fuch a villain to your mother, and may juſtly 
call himſelf her murderer ?*”” They trem- 
bled : it was a queſtion, for which they were 
not prepared, and one to which they could 


not immediately reply. 
Call us but your children, dear fir,” aid 
Emma; 
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| Emma; © ſuffer us but to look upon you 
as our father, and we will endeavour to 
prove ourſelves worthy your affection.” 

e Good and excellent girls,“ he replied ; 
« J know you will be every thing my 
fondeſt wiſhes could hope : but alas! I am 
unworthy ſuch bleſſings ; unworthy the fa- 
vour of Heaven. Alas! how wantonly did 
I trifle with happineſs, while it was within 
my reach. O, could I but recal the paſt, 
I ſhould not now be ſuffering under pains 
almoſt too exquiſite to endure.” 

Signor and madame Vinetti, who, from 
motives of delicacy, had quitted the room, 
when they found who he was, now returned 
to it; and uniting their endeavours with 
thoſe of his daughters, ſucceeded tolerably 
in quieting his agitation. After ſome time 
he was ſo far compoſed, as to be able 
eo recite the following particular occur- 

| | . rences, 
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rences, which had produced the preſent 

events. | 
« The agony I experienced, my dear 
girls, at ſeparating from your mother, and 
the melancholy circumſtances, under which 
I was forced to leave you, added to the 
ſtings of a conſcience already wounded, 
made me careleſs and unconcerned about 
what became of myſelf, In the ſhip in 
which I was ordered to embark were a 
number of other officers, who, not having 
the ſame cauſes for dejection with myſelf, 
at firſt endeavoured to rally me out of 
mine; but finding the endeavour vain, they 
at length left me to myſelf. After ſome 
time however, by the kindneſs and atten- 
tion I experienced from a veteran lieute- 
nant, I ſo far compoſed my agitated 
thoughts, as to join in their parties. The 
amuſements on board a ſhip it is almoſt 
impoſſible 
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impoſſible to vary : the days were ſpent in 
drinking and gaming; to the latter vice I 
had been a ſlave : it was owing to that fatal 
propenſity I had become the wretch I was ; 
I therefore never partook of this diverſion, 
conſequently I was left much to myſelf, 
and but for the converſation of the lieute- 
nant, ſhould have had room for meditation 
even to madneſs. For hours have we 
walked the quarter-deck, each lamenting 
his fate : his ſituation was even more for- 
lorn than mine, he having left a wife and 
five children with but little on which to 
depend, and that little very precarious ; yet 
he ſaddened not hope, but encouraged her 


deluſions,” and frequently ſaid, that he 
doubted not but he ſhould return a co- 
lonel. | 

Our voyage was long, and tedious ; and 
we had ſcarcely landed at St. Domingo, 
* when 
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when we were ordered out againſt the bri- 
gands. I commanded a ſmall detachment 
of the piquet party; deſpair made me ha- 
zardous, and in the action, I had the honour 
to ſignalize myſelf ſo far, as to claim the 
notice of my colonel. My good friend the 
lieutenant too, who acted under me, reaped 
his ſhare of glory; and upon our return 
from the field, we were taught to expect 
ſpeedy promotion. We were, however, in 
ſeveral engagements, before this promiſe 
was made good, and, but for the ſickneſs 
which prevailed in the iſland, and the dread- 
ful havoc it made among the officers, as 
well as ſoldiers, we might have long waited ; 


but death having ſwept away the major. of 
the regiment, I was appointed to his com- 


mand, and my friend took mine. Such 
was my ſituation when I laft wrote to your 


mother, Still however, though promoted, 
I was 
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I was miſerable : I had, while in England, 
mortgaged my half pay; that mortgage 
was not yet paid off, and the rank I main- 
tained in the army called for more money to 
ſupport it than I could ſpare. The know- 
ledge I had of the neceſſities, under which 
your mother muſt labour, the little proſpect 
there was of my being able to remit any 
thing to her, and the dread I felt of her 
being expoſed to want and diſtreſs, gave 
me the moſt poignant miſery: the anxiety I 
felt, upon her account, made me deſperate; 
I was the prey of melancholy and diſtreſs. 
« Tn this ſtate of mind, I was ordered 
out againſt the enemy ; I heard and re- 
ceived the order with cheerfulneſs, for, 
unable to combat with the feelings which 
haraſſed me, I looked forward to death as 
a relief from thought; and in the hope 
that ſome friendly ball might be directed to 
'S 42". 
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me, I ruſhed with my men into the thickeſt 
of the battle ; they, poor fellows, fell thick 
around me ; till I remained unhurt. At 
length I received a ball in my ſide ; I ſunk 
to the ground. Though I was ſeen to fall, 
yet I could not, being in the very heat of 
the engagement, be born away to my 
tent; and I believe it was generally. con- 
je ctured, that I was among the ſlain. How 
long I lay, I know not; I was ſoon inſen- 
ſible ; and when I recovered my ſenſes, it 
was only to add freſh ſtings to my miſery. 
All around me were ſpread the bodies of the 
dead and dying ; nothing could be more 
terrible, than the groans of the wounded, 
and the pathetic exclamations of thoſe, who 
were ſcarcely alive. 
« I was ſo dreadfully wounded myſelf, that 
I was unable to riſe : © here then, ſaid I, re- 
viewing the ſcene before me, here muſt I 
reſign 


96 SELINA. 


reſign my breath ; and this is the field of ho- 
nour | How comfortleſs, how horrid This 
ariſes from the vanity of ambition! Juſt 
Heaven, that man ſhould dare to ſport with 
the lives of thouſands for a ſmall track of 
ground; or perhaps the omiſſion of ſome 
trifling mark of reſpect! How many widows 
are leſt to weep over their ruined hopes, and 
blaſted happineſs! How many orphans are 
left expoſed to pinching want, forced to 
ſubmit to hard neceſſity, and perhapy {mart 
under the cruel hand of a tyrant, or elſe, 
deprived of ſuccour, are driven for ſubſiſt- 
ence to infamy.' 
] again attempted to riſe, but was inca- 
pable, through loſs of blood. Two blacks, 
who were advancing, ſaw me, and with the 
tendereſt humanity endeavoured to raiſe 
me: they at length bore me to a miſerable 
haovel, where for many weeks I remained, 
in 
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in a ſtate of inſenſibility. As ſoon as I was 


able to be moved, I was conveyed to the 
garriſon, which was then in poſſeſſion of the 


french ; whence, as a priſoner of war, I was 


ſhortly to be ſent to France. I immedi- 
ately wrote home, explaining all particulars ; 
and, through the medium of a friend, had 
my letter conveyed on board a ſhip for 


America, which was unhappily loſt in it's 


paſſage to Quebec. 


« After remaining ſome time a priſoner, 


I was embarked, with others, on board 


2 veſſe] bound to Marſeilles. We were 


not far from our deſtined port, when we 
were met and attacked by an algerine, 


The idea of impriſonment was enchanting 
to that of ſlavery, and with equal reſolution 
every man on board reſolved to defend the 
veſſel to the laſt. So long and obſtinate 
was the engagement, that our ſhip was a 
vo. 111, F mere 
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mere hull upon the water, without either 


maſts or yards. The enemy- now pre- 


. pared to board us, and accordingly fixed 
their grappling irons to our ſide : when, 
animated by the dread of ſlavery, and 


knowing how much our ſufferings would 
be increaſed by the bold defence we had 


made, in a moment of deſperation, the cap- 


tain himſelf ſet fire to the veſſel, boldly de- 
claring, * that he preferred even death itſelf 
to ſurrendering to ſuch an enemy.” 

« From the inſtant that fire was ſeen 


- - burſting from the ſhip's hold, the enemy 


began unlooſing their grapnels ; and ere 


ſhe blew up, they had made ſome way 


from us: except a french ſailor and my- 
ſelf, I believe not a ſoul eſcaped; I was by | 


the violence of the exploſion thrown into 
the ſea ; and providentially received no 


Though 
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« Though the algerines were pirates, 


they yet had humanity ſufficient to Tend off 
a boat to the aſſiſtance of ſuch as ſurvived; 
but the poor ſailor and myſelf were all, 
that eſcaped the horrours of the day. We 
were conveyed to Algiers as ſlaves, and 
ſold as ſuch. How ſhall 1 retrace the 


agony of mind and body, I now under- 
went! I conſidered myſelf as for ever 
loſt to all thoſe dear connexions, which 


render exiſtence ſweet. Torn from every 


object, upon which my ſoul delighted to 
dwell, and under the dominion of a ty- 
rant, whoſe ſole ſtudy was barbarity, 1 
endured, for eight years, all the miſery and 


hardſhips the moſt refined cruelty could 


ſuggeſt. Chriſtian dog was the only term, 


with which I was ever honoured; and upon 


the ſlighteſt pretence, or omiſſion, he would 
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have me beaten. I believe Muſtapha was 
always fearful of my entering into ſome plot 
againſt him; he, therefore, confined me to 
his country houſe, where there was no other 
chriſtian captive. 

ce The favourite wiſe of my tyrant had 
been a chriſtian, but, ſince her marriage 

with Muftaphg, had embraced iſlamiſm. 
As ſhe- always reſided at his country- 
- ſeat, I was more immediately under her 
eye. The ſorrows, with which my heart 
was torn, made me languid, reſtleſs, and 
unable to work. My miſtreſs learning, 
that I was a chriſtian, and ſeeing, by my 
manner, how incompetent I was to the taſks 
required of me, begged me of my maſter, 
as her immediate ſlave. The tyrant, though 
inflexibly obſtinate and cruel to others, yet 
to her was all kindneſs, and ſeldom denied 
her any requeſt ſhe made; 1 was therefore 
5 ſent 
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ſent ſor to him. As it was his cuſtom to | 
ſend for me, when I was to receive the 
baſtinado, I judged I was now going for 
the ſame purpoſe, and followed the ſlave, 
inwardly lamenting the ſeverity of that fate, 


which had condemned me to be under the 
command of ſuch a tyrant. % 

© I was, however, agreeably diſap- 
pointed, when I found I was no longer 
to conſider myſelf as his ſlaye. Go, 
chriſtian dog, ſaid he, go to thy miſtreſs, 
the incomparable Zaydana ; go, lick the 
duſt from her feet, for thou art no longer 
my ſlave, but her's.” Enchanted at this 
eſcape from his tyranny, I entered with 
alacrity on my new office. Hope again 
cheered my ſpirits, though ſtill a ſlave ;. 
my taſks were ſo lightened, that I could 
accompliſh them with eaſe, and even have 
time to myſelf, I was now no longer in 
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fear of the baſtinado, and my life was com- 
paratively happy to what it had before been. 
5 My chief employment was to take care of 
ſome curious plants, which were ſet in a 
particular part of the garden. 
As I was one day at work on them, 
Zaydana, attended by a female ſlave, ad- 
, Fanced towards me: I bowed as ſhe ap- 
| proached ; ſhe ſtgpped : * Sad,” faid ſhe, 
are you able F.. through your taſks ? 
If you do not feel yourſelf competent to 
them they ſhall be lightened.* I thanked 
her, but ſaid, there was no occaſion ; I 
could manage them with eaſe. She ſtaid 
talk ing ſome time with me. For ſeveral 
days, nay, I believe weeks, ſhe repeated 
her viſits, conſtantly taking notice of what 
I was about, commending my care of her 
favourites, and frequently ordering them 


to be moved to her apartments. I judged, 
iy 
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by her manner, there was ſomething more 
than common in this attention, and one 
day having ſent away the ſlave, that uſually 
attended her, ſhe, after ſome introductory 
diſcourſe, aſked me, if I could be as ſe- 
cret as the grave; I replied, © ſhe might 
depend on me. She heſitated, as if fear- 
ful; but at laſt ſaid, * Sadi, though to you 
am not in reality 


Fe 


I appear a mohammedang 
one: in my heart I am à chriſtian, and, 
except in outward appearance, have never 
ſwerved from that belief. I have been 
obliged to preſerve the ſemblance of iſ- 
lamiſm ; but from making a formal con- 
feſſion of that faith, Muſtapha, who is a 
man of much power, ſaved me. Yet, ſo 


well have I ated my part, that 1 himſelf 8 j 


thinks me a true believer, and, upon that 
account, I eſcape perſecution. Muſtapha, 


added ſhe, ſighing, is kind and obliging p 
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yet Iam not happy with him: my ſoul 
longs openly to eſpouſe the faith, in which 
I was educated; and to accompliſhs this 
_ firſt wiſh of my heart, I muſt forſake 
him. If you will aſſiſt me, in my eſcape 
hence, I will richly reward you. Do not, 
however, let me miſlead you, or tempt 
you to undertake an enterpriſe, that might 
be fatal to you; give you till to-morrow 
| to conſider of my propoſal. Do not be 
raſh, but weigh every danger, before you 
reſolve. I tell you again, that it cannot be 
accompliſhed without riſk.” She then left 
DET - ad 2 


« 


My mind vas now fully employed; the 
idea of an eſcape from ſlavery was animat- 
ing, was enchanting. I reflected upon the 
pleaſure I ſhould feel: every riſk, every 
danger, ſunk before it: I ſaw only the 
bright ſide of the . queſtion ; prudence 

| * whiſ- 
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whiſpered, that, if our project were diſco- 
vered, certain death awaited me, but my 
heart, bounding with all the elaſticity of 
hope, told me I ſhould be ſucceſsful. I 
cannot now deſcribe the viſions fancy por- 


trayed, dreſſed in her gayeſt colours, and 


ſpreading before me every object that could 
invigorate the mind, or give ſtrength to my 
hopes. I gave myſelf ug.to all the joy this 
emancipation ſeemed to Promiſc. 


« With the moſt anxious impatience I 
waited for the next day; never had time been 
fo tardy in it's progreſs, I counted every 
minute, and experienced the moſt violent 
tremour, till my miſtreſs appeared; when, 
under pretence of picking up ſomething, 


which ſhe purpoſely let fall, ſhe flipped a: 


piece of paper under a {mall plant, that grew 
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e She was no ſooner out of ſight, than J, 
who had obſerved the motion, took away the 
paper, which contained only a requeſt, that 
I would leave my determination in writing, 
and put it into a flower pot, looſely covered 
with mould. I did ſo; and, in the mooriſh 
tongue, wrote, rely upon my. fidelity. I 
have no fears; point but the way, and I will 
follow.” The fewer pot was ſoon re- 


moved; and, in the evening, under pre- 


tence of ordering ſomething for the garden, 
Zaydana ſent to ſpeak with me; I attended ; 
for ſome time ſhe converſed with me wholly 
upon my buſineſs ; but ſending away her 
ſlave, under pretence of bringing ſome- 
thing ſhe wanted, ſhe told me to go im- 
mediately to Algiers, to the houſe of Simeon 
Boſſu, a jew, and deliver him a letter, which 
ne put into my hands, and wait his inſtruc- 
66. T 
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« I immediately haſtened off, and for- 
tunately met with Simeon, who, after he 
had read the letter, ſent for me. He ſeruti- 
nized my countenance pretty cloſely; aſked 
me, whether I were willing to comply with: 
the contents of the letter I had brought. 
I replied in the affirmative. He then ſaid, 
that my miſtreſs depended upon him, for 
ſending to the firſt = port, a poor 
grecian lad, who had been her ſlave, and 
that I, as an curopean, was to attend him. 
He then gave me a letter back to Zaydana,. 
and telling me to be again at Algiers in 
four days, let me go. I haſtened back to 
my miſtreſs, who, after reading the letter, 
prepared for our departure. 

«© The night before we came away, ſhe 
gave into my hands a caſket, containing 
ſome valuable jewels, and chains cf gold. 
She then appointed the place, from which 


ſhe was to eſcape. I waited anxiouſly for 
r 6 the: 


x08 SELTNA. | 


the ſignal, which was given in due time; but 
Judge of my conſternation, when, inſtead 
of receiving 'a woman, I found I held a 
boy in my arms. We are ruined!” I 
- exclaimed, and would have fled, but was 
prevented by a huſh, huſh, Sadi, it is I; 
it\is Zaydana ; do not fear.” In her hands 
the held a fecond caſket, fimilar to that, 
which I had receiyed from her the pre- 
ceding night. e crept fearfully along; 
the moon which glimmered through the 
thick trees, that ſurrounded the manſion, 
ſerving us for a light. We kept among 
che thickeſt of the trees, that, in caſe of an 
alarm, we might hide ourſelves: at length 
we reached the garden gate,. which we were 
obliged to climb. My miſtreſs, who was 
Hght and active, eaſihy ſurmounted this little 
difficulty; and we purſued our walk in ſilence, 
till we were met by a man, who let his cap 
fall as he paſſed, Zaydana inſtantly ſpoke 

n tO 
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ro him; he turned back ; and by the moſt 
unfrequented paths conducted us to a very 
ſequeſtered ſpot, within a mile of Algiers, 
where he left us. Here we waited with the 
moſt dreadful anxiety for the approach of 
night, when we expected to embark. h 
« No fooner had the evening begun to 
draw in, but Simeon haſtened to us. You 
are diſcovered ! fad he : throwing down 
a bundle he held in his arms: «inſtantly 
change your dreſſes, and follow me: his 
command was immediately obeyed. We 
followed him in filence to a cavera by the 
ſea fide. Here ſtay,” ſaid he: © wait 
with patience for my coming: do not fear; 
will yet conduct you in ſafety to the ſhip.” 
He then left us in a ſtate of alarm, almoſt 


too terrible to bear; not a wave waſhed 


the beach, not a breeze agitated the water, 
but our fears interpreted to be ſome one 
ſent 
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ſent in ſearch of us. In this alarming 
ſtate we continued till midnight, when we 
were again cheered by the ſight of Simeon, 
who told us to come with him. Be 
Glent,* he continued, and tread as lightly 
as poſſible; Muſtapha has fent many to 
feek you; the leaſt noiſe may undo you.” 
We now followed our conductor to a creek 
at ſome diſtance, where a boat lay ready 
to receive us. 

Simeon now took leave of Zaydana, 
who forced a handſome preſent on him. 
Pull away, my lads,” ſaid the friendly jew, 
©yonder lies the veſſel.” The rowers obeyed 


5 him: we were ſoon on board the ſhip; 


which ſeeraed only to wait our arrival, as 

| the immediately flipped her anchor, and 
the wind blowing pretty freſh, we ſoon loſt 

ſight of Algiers.. N 

« My miſtreſs ſoon began to be a \ lietle 
cheered ;. 
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cheered; and called me to her. It is now, 
Sadi,” faid ſhe, © that I muſt be obliged 
to you ; upon you I muſt depend for pro- 
viding me a reſidence : from this moment 
you are free; you are no longer to con- 
fider yourſelf as a flave. Henceforth J 
ſhall regard you as my triend, and, as ſuch, 
fhall confide in you the little hiſtory of 
myſelf. | 
« My mother, I believe, was by birth an 
engliſhwoman; and from hints that Thave at 
times gathered from her diſcourſe, I judged 
ſhe left her native country unknown to her 
parents, whoſe uncertainty of her fate ſhe 
frequently deplored, often accuſing herſelf 
of having ated treacherouſly by them. 
My father was a tuniſian, and a man of 
conſequence in his country. He was a mo- 
hammedan. I was the only offspring of this 
union, which was far from a Lappy one, 
the 
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the difference of religion being a conſtaat 
ſource of diſcord betwixt them. My mo- 
ther, whoſe darling I was, early inſtilled 
into my young mind the principles of chriſ- 
tianity, charging me, never to ſwerve from 
them. Upon her dying bed, ſhe called for 
her huſband ; and as well as the faintneſs 
and pains attendant on a death-bed would 
permit, told my father, that it was her wiſh, 
chat he would now let her parents, if they 
yet ſurvived, know her fate; that ſne had held 
berſelf bound by the promiſc ſhe had given 
him, never to diſcloſe the .circumftances of 
her abſenting herſelf from them ; but ſhe 
* truſted he would now no longer keep them 
in ignorance. She ſhortly after expired. 
For a time my father was inconſolable 
for her loſs. I, therefore, care fully forbore 
mentioning her name; till one day, he 


Having ſtarted the diſcourſe, I aſked him 
| _ 


the meaning of what my mother had ſaid. 
He evaded my queſtion ; bur at length, up-- 


on my growing importunate, informed me, 
*thatſhe was anengliſhwoman of the name of 
Trevor, who had left her country unknown 
to her parents; but I think,” he continued, 
that I ſhall ſhortly make a voyage to 
England, and take you with me. Your 
mother was an only child, and an heireſs ; 
and you are now, through her, entitled to 
large poſſeſſions in that country.“ This 
raiſed my curioſity; from one queſtion, I 
proceeded to another, till, at length, I ob- 
tained the whole hiſtory ; and found, that 
my father had left England, owing to a 
duel he had fought with another, whom 
| he killed. 
knew nothing of the duel, or it's event, till 


He ſaid, that my mother 


after ſhe was married; and that was one 
| | reaſon 
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TI4 SELINA, 
reaſon why he did not let her friends know 
what had become of her. . 
My father, ſhortly after, turned all 
his property into caſh, which, with our- 
ſelves, we embarked on board the veſſel in 
which we failed for England. The tuni- 
ſians were then at war with the algerines ; 
we were taken, and my father was killed. 
I was carried a captive to Algiers, where I 
was bought by Muſtapha, who always 
treated me kindly, and at length married 
me. I endured much perſecution on ac- 
count of religion, and was obliged to 
appear a mohammedan , yet, beheve me, 
my heart never coincided with the re- 
- nunciation I had feemed to make. From 
that hour, I have ceaſed to be happy. I 
| have had ſeveral children, but none that 
ever ſurvived their fifth year. I look upon 
| their 
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the ir death, as a puniſhment the Almighty 


has inflicted on me for my apoſtacy, and 


I ſwore, after - had loft my laſt darling, 
to dedicate the remainder of my life to 
God. DO 

« could not, while at Algiers, carry my 
deſign intoexecution; and waited impatiently 
for an opportunity, The bleſſed virgin 


has at length favoured me. From the mo- 


ment, that I found you were a chriſtian, I 


reſolved to try whether I could not, with 
your aſſiſtance, bring my deſigns to bear. 


Of the fidelity of Simeon I had no doubts ; 
of him I was ſecure; but he could not aſ- 
fiſt me out of Algiers. I have, from time to 
time, lodged money in his hands, that, in 
caſe I might be able to compaſs my deſign, 


the want of it might not impede it's ſucceſs. 


MO thing has hitherto ſucceeded as I 


_ wiſhed, 
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wiſhed, and now, as I ſaid, I rely upon you 
for procuring me a proper aſylum.” 

I thanked Zaydana for her communi. 
cation, and propoſed her going to England, 
and making inquiries after her mother's 
dy 3 N 

* By no means, ſhe replied; of that 
Jam now indifferent. I have none for 
whom [I am anxious to acquire riches, and [ 
ſeek not to obtain new connexions for my- 
ſelf. T have ſufficient to procure my admiſ- 


ion into a religious houſe ; and enough to 
ſpare, to give to the man, who has ſo 

readily entered into my deſign, and parti- 

cipated the dangers attending it.” 

I ſtill urged her going to England, but 

ſhe was not to be perſuaded. I then pro- 

pooſed her going into a convent in Portu- 

gal. To this ſhe acceded ; and now every 

4-8 thing 


v 2 
6 4 
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thing being ſettled betwixt us, I gave my- 
ſelf up to the delightful fenſations ſuch a 
change of ſituation had occaſioned. In 
idea I already felt the pleaſure, of which I. 
ſhould be ſenſible, in embracing a long 
loft wife and children; and I truſted, that 
my future conduct would enſure their hap- 
pineſs. 8 
« My health was impaired by the ſuffer- 
ings I had endured, but my mind and heart 
were improved by them. My love for 
my wife now roſe triumphant over every 
other paſſion. T anticipated the pleaſure of 
a meeting ſo unexpected, and imagination, 
with her deluſive pencil, portrayed ſcenes 
of exquiſite bliſs. I ſaw myſelf ſurrounded 
by my family, held to the breaſt of a faith- 
ful wife, and careſſed by her children. I 
ſlaw them again, while in _ 1 was re- | 


counting, my melancholy ſtory, wiping away 
the 
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the tears of pity and feeling from their 
eyes; and already 1 felt the preſſure of my 
Selina's hand, which ſeemed to lay, © and 
yet vou are returned to us.“ All the emo- 
tions that could riſe in the mind of man 
at ſuch ideas, now warmed mine; I chided 
the winds for ſo long protracting my ex- 
pected happineſs ; I watched every point 
of the compaſs, and felt the moſt anxious 
impatience, if the wind ſhifted but for a 
moment to the wrong quarter. The vel- 
ſel, in which we had eſcaped, was a ſpani- 
ard from Biſcay: in that port, then, we 
landed. 
« Zaydana was now guided ſolely by me. 
1 propoſed our travelling by land from 
Biſcay to Liſbon: ſhe conſented. Our 
journey was ſoon accompliſhed. My firſt 
care Was, to ſeek out a convent for my 
charge. My ſearch was ſucceſsful ; and in 
| | the 


E 
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the courſe of a week, ſhe had taken up her 
reſidence in it. She wept at parting with 
me; and placing one of the caſkets in my 
hands, told me to keep it as a remem- 
brance of her, and apply the contents to my 
own uſe. I refuſed her offered bounty, ſay- 
ing, and with truth, that I was the perſon 
obliged, as ſhe had reſcued me from ſlavery, 
and beſtowed the bleſſing of liberty upon 
me; but Zaydana would take no refuſal. 

« I have more than ſufficient,” ſhe re- 
turned; © my penſion 1s paid, and the ſum 
I have. reſerved for my own uſe will more 


than ſatisfy any wants, of which I can now 
be ſenſible.” | 

« To be ſhort, I was obliged to comply, 
and ere that day was cloſed, I jaw myſelt 
in poſſeſſion of gold and diamonds to the 


value of at leaſt ten thouſand pounds. How 
was each anticipated joy enhanced by this 
| ſudden 


; 
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ſudden and unexpected wealth ! ©! ſhall not 
no return a beggar to my family, I ſaid, 


as I contemplated the ſhining contents of 
the caſket. * No, I ſhall take back with me 


that, which, with prudence, will make our 
future life comfortable.” My next care was 
to fecure a paſſage for England: to do fo, 
I repaired to the houſe of a merchant, to 
whom I had been recommended: it was 


there I met with a gentleman, with whom 


I had been formerly acquainted, and who 


knew your mother and grandfather. 
Our ſurpriſe at meeting was mutual and 


inexpreſſible. I eagerly inquired after all 


thoſe dear connexions, from whom J had ſo 


long been eſtranged; but what words can 
be expreſſive of my feelings at the dreadful 
tale he communicated |! He told me my 
wife and children were no more ; and 


recounted the ſtory of my woes with ſuch 
horrid 
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horrid prolixity that I wonder J retained my 
ſenſes during the recital. 1 
The proofs he adduced of the authen- 
ticity of his tale were too well founded, to 
admit of doubt. Thus fell the fair fabric 
of my hopes; hopes, which J had ſo care- 
fully cheriſhed, ſo anxiouſly dwelt on; 
hopes, which had cheered the gloomy hours 
of ſlavery, ſweetened thoſe of liberty, and 
animated my almoſt ſinking ſpirits. Thus va- 
niſhed all the deluſive ſcenes of ideal happi- 
neſs, which the flattering fingers of fancy had 


delineated, and thoſe to which the roſy ones 
of hope had pointed. In exchange; re- 
morſe, ſorrow, and diſappointment poſſeſſed 


me ; for my informer, not ſoftening facts, 
if facts they really were, told me, that my 
barbarous negle& of my wife, joined to the 
earl's unnatural conduct, had broken her 


heart; and that, after enduring the moſt 
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pinching want, ſhe and my children fel] 
ſacrifices to it. 
© The effect of this intelligence was a 


ſevere fever, from which it was long be- 
fore J recovered, and wonderful that I ever 


did. England, and the thoughts of reſid- 


ing in it, now became hateful to me. 1 


reſolved never again to enter.a country, that 
had been the grave of my happineſs. 

« As ſoon as I Was recovered, I went 
to take leave of Zaydana, and haſtened 


to the ſouth of Italy ; but not liking the 


ſituation I had (choſen, I proceeded to 
Genoa, where the gravity of the inhabi- 
tants ſuited the melancholy of my temper. 
Thence ill health drove me to Piſa, 
where I firſt became acquainted with ſignor 
and madame Vinetti ; and it is through them 


I have the happineſs of ſecing and embrac- 
ing my children.” 


Here 
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Here Mr. Neville, or, as we muſt now 
call him, captain Manley, ceaſed ſpeaking ; 
his daughters, who were much affected by 
ſeveral parts of his narrative, again em- 
braced him, called him father, and were 
evidently delighted with having it in their 
power to own one. As he held them to 
his heart, the unbidden tears ran down his 
cheeks; yet the happineſs he felt in fo 
unexpectedly finding them, appeared. 1n 
every action. But it was not a tranquil 
pleaſure he felt; it was that tumultuous, 
-rapturous kind of joy, that 1s almoſt pain- 
ful to feel, and which you are in con- 
ſtant fear of ſomething occurring to over- 
ſet, He tl anked his friends for their atten- 
tion and kindneſs to his children, and pro- 
ceeded to aſk, by what means they became 
acquainted, This. produced an explana- 
tion; and Emma took this opportunity of 
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putting her mother's narrative into his hands, 
He was viſibly agitated at the ſight of her 
hand writing; put the packet into his boſom, 
wiſhed his friends and children good night, 
and haſtened home, that he * read it at 
leiſure, and without witneſſes. 

Emma and Mary now diſcloſed the 
ſecret of their birth to their friends, 
having, however, obtained a promiſe of | 
ſecreſy from them; and they joined in ex- 
tolling the wonders of that divine Being, 
who had thus brought about a meeting ſo 
unexpected. It was late before they ſepa- 
rated ; and even then it was not, on the 
part of the ſiſters, to rake reft ; their minds 
were too much occupied by the events of 
the day, for ſleep to have any influence; 
and in converſation on the paſt, and antici- 
pating the future, they paſſed the night. 
| Toward morning, however, ſleep viſited 
their eye-lids; and in their dreams were 

realized 


' SELINA, ma 
realized the waking viſions of the day. 
Early the next morning captain Manley's 
ſervant brought the following note to his 


daughters. 


« My children muſt, for this day, ex- 
cuſe me. The narrative of my lamented 


wife has unhinged me. I am not yet ſuffi- 


ciently compoſed to ſee you: leave me to 
myſelf, therefore, till to-morrow.“ 


| Every one of this ſmall party had ex- 
pected, that captain Manley would be 
deeply affected by the peruſal of his lady's 


manuſcript; but none of them could G 
imagine, how much he ſuffered from it's | 
contents, To deſcribe the feelings, with. 


which he was agitated, is impoſſible; 


when he conſidered himſelf as the primary 


cauſe of all the afflictions the had endured; 
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of the weary and painful hours ſhe had 
paſſed, from anxiety, neglect, and poverty. 
But when he came to the ſad recital of 
thoſe events, which terminated her exiſt 
ence; found from what place ſhe had com- 
menced her beatitude ; and read Dr. B.'s 
memorandum, and account of his firſt ac- 
quaintance, with the conſequences of it; 
his anguiſh became inſupportable. His 
tears, which before had almoſt blinded 
him, were reſtrained; but a bitter an- 
guiſh, expreſſed only by deep groans and 
heart-rending ſighs, ſucceeded; and he 
found it impoſſible, to ſhake off the weight 
of reflection, with which his heart was over⸗ 
charged. All the ſorrows he had before 
.endured, even the chains of ſlavery, were 
light to the exquiſite remorſe he now felt.— 
af” Curſed, -curſed wretch !“ exclaimed 


he, with his clenched hands ſtriking his 
forehead ; 
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forehead; „ into what an abyſs of miſery 
did I plunge this firſt of women! How 
dearly has ſhe paid for her knowledge of 
me! Matchleſs, incomparable ſufferer! but 
thou art now a faint in Heaven, reaping 
the reward of thy patience and virtue; 


while I, loaded with the memory of crimes 


and vices, am ſuffering torments almoſt 
too weighty for human endurance. Oh! 
if thy ſweet ſpirit can yet be witneſs to my 
pangs, let them, in ſome degree, atone for 
my unkindneſs to thee ! Long and heavy 
has been my repentance, and it will end 
but with a lite of which I am wearicd, and 
pant to reſign.” 

The more captain Manley read, the more 
he ſuffered ; and though he longed to be 
again bleſſed with the ſight of thoſe dear 
pledges, who were now all that could re- 
concile him to life, he felt he had not yet 
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fortitude ſufficient to meet them. His | 
body, already weakened, participated in 
the ſufferings of his mind ; and at the time 
the ſervant brought the note to his children, 
he was too unwell to quit his bed, Mit 
Manleys, having learned from his man how 
poorly he was, would have immediately ſet 
off to him; but ſignor Vinetti repreſented 
to them, how neceſſary it was, that they 
ſhould for one diy leave him to himſelf.— 
- «It is natural, ſaid he, “ that your fa- 
ther ſhould be affected by the peruſal of a 
narrative written by your mother, eſpecially 
of the nature her's muſt be. To condole 
with him now would have no effect; let 
his gnef, by feeding on itſelf, be a little 
worn off, and your preſence will be a balm 
to him; every circumſtance at preſent is 
too freſh in his memory, to admit conſola- 
tion : your going to him might, therefore, 
| only 
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only give him freſh pain; leave him; then, 
my dear girls, only for this night, to his 
own reflections; and to-morrow the ſight 
of you will not only give him pleaſure, 
but comfort.” 


Emma and Mary, though convinced by 


their friend's reaſoning, were yet unwilling to 
yield to it; fearful, that their father might 
think them indifferent, if not neglectful, of 
what concerned him, ſhould they hear of 


his indiſpoſition, and not go to him. This 
they mentioned to their friend, who affured 
them, that it was clear to him captain Man- 


ley wiſhed to be alone, otherwiſe he would 


have fent for them. They therefore gave 
up the point; but waited anxiouſly for the 
next day, that they. might viſit him.. 

They aroſe at an early hour, and having left 


a written apology for their friends, they took 
a ſervant with them, and went to Villa Rofa. . 
| 0 5 They. 
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They found their father was not yet riſen, 
and his ſervant owned he had been very 
ill all the preceding day: they deſired he 
might not be diſturbed, and amuſed them- 

ſelves with a book till he awoke ; when, 
| fearful of ſurprizing him, Emma gave the 


ſervant the following note, to be put into 
his hand: 


« Your children, deareſt fir, are anxious 
to pay their duty to you; and hope if you 
be well enough, you will permit them to 

breakfaſt with you.” 


f 
When the ſervant delivered this note to 
his maſter, he was not a little ſurprized, to 
ſee the effect it had upon him. Captain 
Manley immediately roſe, and haſtened to 
them : they each bent their Knee to him 
as he advanced.— 


« Kneel 
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4 Kneel not to me, my children,” he 
ſaid; © it is for me to do ſo to you. Have 
I not been a monſter of wickedneſs to you, 
and to your mother? O! it is for me to 


kneel, and beg of you, in her name, to ow: 


don my faults.” 

« Speak not of pardon,” chew both ſaid, 
« dear fir; to know, that you are alive; 
that you own yourſelf our father, and ſuffer 


us to regard you as ſuch, is happineſs ſuf- 


ficient. If our dear mother could look out 
of her grave, how would her pure ſpirit re- 
Joice to ſee us thus protected!“ 


They then ſat down to breakfaſt, but 


were ſhocked to ſee the ravage already 
viſible on their father's countenance, which 
bore all the marks of depreſſion. . It was 
with difficulty he could reſtrain the ſtarting 
tear, which was perpetually ſpringing to 
his eyes. He ſeemed never weary of look- 
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ing at them, particularly at Mary, whoſe 
extreme likeneſs to her mother he beheld 
with a delight mixed with ſadneſs. 
He learned from his lady's narrative, that 
Zaydana was the offspring of the unfortu- 
nate Elfrida, the myſtery of whoſe fate was 


now unravelled. He would have ſent off 


an expreſs to Zaydana, with the particulars 
and hiſtory ; but as ſhe was now profeſſed, he 
| conſidered, that it would be better to leave 
things as they were, than hurry her thoughts 
again into a world, to which ſhe was dead. 
Emma expreſſed her wonder, that he had 
not written to Mr. Davis from Portugal. 
« Your obſervation is natural, my dear,” 
replied: her father; © but the gentleman; 
who gave me the particulars of your mo- 
ther's real, and your ſuppoſed deaths, was, 
as J ſaid, ſo cruelly circumſtantial in his ac- 
count, that all doubt was at an end. I there- 
| fore 
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ſore conceived myſelf alone in the world; 
and willing to deaden, if not totally cradi- 


cate, feelings, which were moſt poignantly 


ſevere, forſwore all commerce or corre- 
ſpondence with England. I thought, in- 


deed, of Mr. Davis, and was often upon 


the point of writing to him; but as oſten 
gave up the deſign: for, indeed, I was un- 
willing to hear a recapitulation of particu- 
lars, which had already wounded me to the 
ſoul. Beſides, I had frequently written to 
him from St. Domingo, and once from 
Algiers; but as J had not received anſwers 
to my letters, I was uncertain, whether he 


were yet living. I was therefore filent. Had 


my conduct been irreproachable, I might, 
perhaps, with leſs fear, have ſought. further 
particulars; but, feeling myſelf the pri- 
mary cauſe of my wite's precipitate death; 


I confeſs I was npt courageous enough, to 
ſtand 
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ſtand the ſhock of liſtening a ſecond time 
to accounts ſo diſtreſſing. Hateful of my- 
| ſelf, and unwilling to be known or recol- 
lected, to prevent curioſity, and inquiries 
I wanted ſpirits to anſwer, I adopted the 
name of Neville.” 

They converſed together with eaſe and 
freedom until the evening, when captain 
Manley conducted them back to the houſe 
of their friends, who were rejoiced to fee 
him able to join their party. They had 
not long been ſeated, when captain Man- 
ley ſaid, — | 
Will you pardon me, my dear friends, 
when I declare my wiſhes, and, if it meet 
your concurrence, my deſign, of robbing 
you of your charges? Accuſe me neither 
of ingratitude nor unkindneſs, for, the cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, you will not, I am 
ſure, harbour a thought of the kind. I will 


not 
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not tell you to remember, that I am a fa- 


ther, long ſeparated from children, whom 


J have been taught to believe dead: for, 
when you refle& upon the precarious ſtate 
of my health, you will judge how ſhort a 
period I have to hope for the company of 
my new-found treaſures. My mind wants 
ſolace; it wants the balm they only can be- 
ſtow. You will not, then, be offended at 
my requeſt; we will ſee you every day, 
and ſhall continue as of one family, let me 
but have the comfort of reflecting, that 1 
am ſleeping under the ſame roof with ob- 
jects, who, by a thouſand circumſtances, are 
doubly endeared to me. You can form no 
idea, my dear madame Vinetti, of the ſa- 
tisfaction of which I ſhall be ſenſible, in 
knowing they are at laſt ſheltered beneath 
the roof of a parent.“ 


Signor 
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Signor and madame Vinetti, though ex- 
tremely unwilling to part with their young 
friends, could not reſiſt a plea of this na- 
ture: they, therefore, conſented, having 
arſt obtained a promiſe, that they ſhould 
ſee them every day. The next, therefore, 
faw them placed at their father's ; a fa- 
ther, who, by his preſent conduct, merited 
all their attention and affedtion, and whoſe 
ſole ſtudy it was, to contribute to their 
pleaſure. The beſt maſters Genoa afforded 
were ſent for, to inſtruct them ſtill farther 
in accompliſhments he thought they ſhould” 
require. He was himſelf enthuſiaſtically 
fond of muſic, and was particularly ſoli- 
eitous, that his daughters ſhould be made 
complete miſtreſſes of the ſcience, He 
purchaſed an elegant and ſweet toned harp, 


and it was one of the greateſt pleaſures he 


| knew, to fit and liſten to their performance. 
THI Mary 
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Mary had a ſweetly ſoft and harmonious 
voice, and ſhe frequently played and fung 
to him, till, overcome by the emotions he 
felt, he was obliged to leave the room. 
Madame Vinetti and her excellent huſ- 
band were now conſtantly with them, and = 8 
this agreeable - and domeſtic little party | 


8 - - . 112 4 
ö 
— . 


never complained of the length of time. 
The days paſſed rapidly, unmarked by any 
circumſtance worthy of note; and, but for 
the declining health of captain Manley; 
might have been eſteemed among the hap- 
pieſt his daughters had ever known. Emma 

had written to her friends in England the 
account of their accidental 'meeting with 
their father. . To Mr. Davis ſhe had been 
particularly circumſtantial, well knowing his 
anxiety about them. 2998 
One morning, as they were ſitting at 

work with their father, who was reading to 
them, 
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them, madame Vinetti entered, and brought 
with her a packet of letters. Giving them 
to Emma, ſhe ſaid, « Come, my dear, put 
by your work ; here is plenty of news for 
you.” Emma took them. The hand-wri- 


ting of miſs Mordaunt caught her eye; 
ſhe gave her letter the preference, and 


opened it firſt, It contained an account of 
that young lady's marriage with fir Edward 
Welwyn, and alſo that of Emily Ferguſon 
Emma ſtopped ; ſhe durſt 
not turn the page: her heart beat with a 


thouſand different feelings, and ſhe feared 


to ſee the name of Howard Mordauat, as 
the man to whom ſhe was united: ſhe 
turned pale, then red: ſhe wiſhed, and 
would juſt then have given worlds, to have 
been at a diſtance from the ſcrutinizing 
eyes of her father, which watched every 
turn of her countenance, At length, after 

2 arguing 
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arguing herſelf into ſomething like a reſo- 
lution to know the worſt, ſhe turned the 
leaf, and was agreeably diſappointed, to find 
the name of Goddard was that, which n 
now claimed. | 

Lady Welwyn alſo told her not to be 
ſurprized to hear, that George Ferguſon 
had declared himſelf the lover of her ſiſter, 
« Thus you ſee, my dear, ſaid her friend, 
that the families are ſtill likely to be 


united, though by different means than that, 


of which we thought with ſo much pain: 
but now, that we are upon the ſubject, rake 
an extract from Howard's laſt letter, at 
which you muſt not be offended.” 

« You ſay, my dear Gertrude, that 


Emma and Mary Stanley are ſtill in Italy, 
yet cruelly deny, though I am upon that 
coaſt, to tell me the place where they reſide. 
Ah! Gertrude, did you know what loye 


is, 
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is, you would feel, in ſome degree, for my 
ſufferings. Emma, the cruel Emma, for- 
bad my writing to, or ſeeing her. This 
promiſe my father exacted of her, and ſhe 
as tenaciouſly adheres to it. I love her 
more for her ſtrict attention to her word, 
though I am the ſufferer by it. You, 1 
know, correſpond with her: aſſure her of 
my- unabated love and increaſed eſteem : 
tell her I live but in the hope of yet ob- 


- raining her as mine ; that I expect to re- 


turn to England very ſhortly, where I hope 
to find, that my father, having overcome 


all prejudices, will authorize the expecta- 


tions I have formed, which no ſcruples can 
then prevent her granting. Could I be 
aſſured, that ſhe ſtill retains an affection for 


| me, I think I ſhould not yet repine at the 
events, which have hitherto ſeparated us; 


but lock forward, with increaſed pleafure, 
= OE > to 
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to the realization of thoſe proſpetts, by 
which my hopes are yet ſuſtained.“ 

Emma, as ſhe read this part of her letter, 
bluſhed a deep ſcarlet: the felicity this 
proof of her lover's affection occaſioned, 
gave additional animation to her counte- 
nance, and lighted it up with the glow of 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction. This did not 
eſcape her 'father's obſervation, who no- 
ticed, it by ſaying, he did not doubt, but 
the letter ſhe was reading was from her 


a 
Ls 1 
A 
4 
"wg 
ne.) 
* 
I 
* 
, 
7 
A 
* 
V.. 
1 


lover; for no leſs a perſonage, he ima- 
gined, could have the power of animating 
a lady's! countenance with ſuch variety of 
emotions, as, during the peruſal of it, he 
had traced in hers, 

This was not a ſpeech, to lower the co- 
lour on his daughter's cheek; on the con- 
trary, it took a far deeper crimſon; and 
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the conſciouſneſs, that what he had ſaid was 
in part truth, added to her confuſion. 

? e Well, well, Emma,” he continued, 
ec your countenance is too honeſt for dif. 
guiſe; but remember, my deareſt girl, that, 
though in affairs of the heart I would not 
exerciſe an undue. authority, yet I expect 
from your prudence a choice, that will re- 

fle& honour on ee and the family to 
which you belong.” 8 
Madame Vinetti ſaw Emma was too 


much agitated, to anſwer, therefore ſaid : 
de Be aſſured, my dear fir, that the choice, 
[ | / your daughter has made, is ſuch as you 
muſt approve. From every account I have 
heard, he is a young man, that moſt fathers 
would be proud, to receive into their fami- 
| "= lies; and I believe, ſhould he become a 
member of your's, that he may even ſtand 
2 chance of rivalling your daughters.” 
8 5 &« T know / 
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« I know not,” replied captain Manley, 
« that I was authorized in ſaying what I 
did; I wiſhed not to hurt the feelings of 
my child; and J had no reaſon, to ſuppoſe 
her choice would have fallen upon an im- 
proper object. I meant ſolely, to warn her 
of the danger attending too haſtily giving her 
affections, and entering into engagements, | 
- without an intimate knowledge of the worth 
of the object. The whole miſery of her 
mother's life, continued he, ſighing, © ori- 
ginated in this miſtake; I judged it not 
amiſs, therefore, to warn her child againſt a 
ſimilar errour.” 
te Dear, fir,” ſaid Emma, © I never will 
act otherwiſe, than in conformity to your 
advice; I will lay my heart open to your 
inſpection, and, if poſſible, you ſhall regu- 
late it's feelings ; rely upon it, that I never 
will at in oppoſition to your advice: by 


your 


_ SELINA. | 


your counſel I will be guided, and render 
myſelf all you wiſh.” 


Tou are that e my dear,” re- 


plied her father, „and be ſatisfied, my 
Emma, that, in contributing to your happi- 
neſs, I promote my own : the firſt wiſh of 
my heart is to ſatisfy your's, and in every 


ſhape promote your felicity.” 


Some time afterwards, when captain 


Manley and his daughter were fitting toge- 


ther, Mary having gone to paſs the day 
with madame Vinetti, he took an opportu- 
nity of learning the ſtate of her heart, and 


who was the object, to whom ſhe had given 


it. After much heſitation, and many down- 
caſt looks, Emma confeſſed her attachment 


to Howard, and proceeded to tell why their 


mutual love had not been rewarded. 
As her father had not any knowledge 


of fir James Mordaunt, and as by what he 


gathered 


gathered from Emma's diſcourſe, there was 
little probability of his conſent ever being 
procured, he could do little more than ad- 
viſe her, not to indulge too ſanguine expec- 
tations of the completion of her wiſhes; as 
he feared a total diſappointment might very 
deeply affect her mind. ed] * 

« So mixed, my dear girl,” he faid, © is 
the good and ill of this life, that what to 
our view appears with the moſt flattering 
aſpect, upon nearer acquaintance wears a 
very different countenance ; and many oc- 
currences, which to us have ſeemed un- 
pleaſant, and been the means of daſhing 
our deareſt hopes to the ground, are, in 
the end, productive of real happineſs. 
Let us then take the bad with the good, 
and alike patiently ſubmitting to either, 
truſt to the author of all good for the diſ- 
poſal of us, as ſeems beſt to his ſupreme. 

VOL, I. H wiſdom, 
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wiſdom. Yet let me not repel hope; it is 
the bright guide, that leads us to ac- 
tion, and animates us through every path of 
ie. Cheriſh as much then as will prevent 
you from being unhappy, but do not give 

way to it's improbabilities, leſt it lead you 


2 1 „ 
Emma, however, could not regulate her 
thoughts and wiſhes by this rule; ſhe re- 
1 joiced in the ſtill conſtant attachment of her 
lover; and in her letter to lady Welwyn, | 
openly declared her's was unſhaken for him, | 
Her heart was more at eaſe, than it had 
been for ſome months paſt, Emily, te || « 
| rival ſhe moſt dreaded, was married; and || « 
Howard, unchanged by any circumſtances, 
| 73H? ill fondly avowed his paſſion for her. 
it Thus fatisfied and happy, ſhe was not only t 
38 cheerful, but gay. Day ſucceeded day, and { 
ee each was productive of more pleaſure chan | | 
Pe the f 
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the preceding : but from this dream of hap- 
pineſs, which was too exquiſite to laſt, ſhe 
was rouſed by the viſible alteration in her fa- 
ther. Both her ſiſter and herſelf had, for ſome 
weeks paſt, remarked the loſs of his appetite ; 
but.now, that real complaint and viſible ap- 
pearance of ailment ſucceeded, they became 
ſeriouſly alarmed. Yet till they could not 


a 


prevail on him, to acknowledge himſelf un- 
well; and when they mentioned their fears 
for his health, and inquired the cauſe of his 
dejection, he would aſſume a temporary ap- 


pearance of cheerfulneſs, evade their ſolicit- 
ous queſtions, and turn the diſcourſe to an- 
other ſubject. 

His illneſs however he could not long 
deny, and at length yielded to their i- 
treaties to have a phyſician, who had 
ſooner learned his patient's diſorder, than 
be blamed him for not ſooner applying * 
for medical advice, faying, « his diſeaſe 
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was.not to be trifled with.” His daughters 
now became ſo much alarmed, that, giving 


\ © themſelves up to the dread the phyſician 


had excited, they anticipated his death with 
all the horrour and deſpair ſuch an event 


would occaſion. The phyſician took his 
„leave, and they immediately ſent to their 
friends, who inſtantly attended their ſum- 


mons. To them they recounted the fears, 
the doctor had raiſed. Signor Vinetti 


ſmiled— 


Do not, my dears,” faid he, “ antici- 


pate evils; the gentleman you ſent to 1s a 


perfect doctor Hopeleſs: let me recommend 
one; for whoſe judgment and ſkill 1 will be 
anſwerable. 


They begged him to ſend directly for 


19 


him; which he did, though much againſt 


captain Manley's inclination : nothing could 
have induced that gentleman to have ad- 
mitted 
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mitted another medical viſitor, but to re- 
lieve the anxiety of his children. 

« To make you, my dearett girls, hap- 
py,” ſaid he, © I will do any thing ; yet, 
though I ſubmit to have medical aid, I am 
well aſſured my diſorder is beyond it's 
reach. Quiet your apprehenſions;“ for he 
faw they became ſtill more alarmed. © I do 
not believe my death is very near, yet I 
am convinced no great length of time will 
elapſe, ere I ſhall, I humbly hope and truſt, 
be united to your mother, in the manſions 
of everlaſting reſt. Nay, do not weep K 
in the common courſe of nature I ſhould 
go firſt, and it is only a few years ac- 
cording to the natural term of man's life, 
that mine will be ſhortened. I have en- 
dured forrow and lavery with fortitude ; 
but the tide of joy, with which the diſco- 
very of my children has been attended, has 
H 3 overſet 
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overſet me. I die, therefore, a martyr to 
my feelings, but I die. content. I ſhall, 1 
truſt, have the ſelicity of cloſing my eyes 
in the arms of thoſe, for whom only I can 
wiſh to live. I humbly hope, that my pe- 
nitence has been acceptable to my Creator, 
and I ſhall wait with patience for the mo- 
ment, that will releaſe me from all inquie- 
| tude.” 

His children, who ſat 3 in tears, 
now advanced to him, and flinging their 
arms round him, ſobbed out their tears in 
his boſom. He gently put them from 
him: HE | | 
_« Huſh ! huſh ! my dear girls, he con- 
tinued, do not, by your agitation, un- 
| man me; the ſight of your tender ſorrow [ 


am ill able to bear; you are the only ties 
that attach me to earth; for my fake, then, 


ſeek rather to looſen than ſtrengthen them. 
Come, 
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Come, be cheerful Emma. Mary, why are N 
you ſo dull? J hope our ſeparation is not ſo 
near, as your apprehenſive fears make you 
imagine. Do not diſtreſs yourſelves by the 
anticipation of evil, which may yet be very 
diſtant.“ | 

The phyſician ſignor Vinetti had re- 
commended was now introduced. The 
ladies would have retired, but their father 
told them to ſtay ; and forcing a cheerful- 
neſs he did not feel, ſaid 

« Doctor, theſe fooliſh girls are fright- 
ening themſelves with apprehenſions, which 
you will find have no foundation.” 

The doctor felt his pulſe: 

«© You muſt-be kept quiet, fir,” ſaid he; 
you muſt not be agitated ; I cannot an- 
ſwer for conſequences, if you be.” Tt 

« Good Heaven!“ ſaid Emma, then 
my father is abſolutely in danger!“ | 

| H 4 « Ah! 
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* Ah! dear fir,” cried Mary, © why 
would you not ſooner have advice? why 
would you fo long delay it ?” 

I cannot, ladies,” replied the doctor, 
permit you thus, by your emotion, to 
diſturb my patient. I grant he is indiſpoſed ; 
but does it follow, becauſe he is fo, that he 
muſt immediately and inevitably die? Far 
from thinking him in the dangerous ſtate 
your fears portend, I ſhall order him to 
Piſa, the baths of which place have great 
| efficacy ina diſorder of this kind, and I hope 
will reſtore him to health. To convince 
you, that I entertain no idea of his immediate 
danger, I ſhall leave it to his own option, 
either to go now, or a fortnight hence.“ 
Let us go immediately,” ſaid Mary, 
« we had better be before than behind 
time, and the ſooner my father begins to 


+ drink the waters, the- greater will be the 


Probability of his recovery.” 


cc Let 
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Let that be as you pleaſe,” returned 
the doctor, ſmiling, though I think you 
take me either for a very rich, or very diſ- 
intereſted man, that I can ſo eaſily permit 
a wealthy patient to ſlip through my fingers, 
before I have made any thing of him: but, 
that I may gain credit with you for the lat- 
ter, I ſhall certainly adviſe your father, not 
to delay ſetting our, longer than neceſſity 
requires. Now do not be frightened,” he 
continued, © remember I only ſend your 
father to Piſa, becauſe I think change of 
air, and variety of objects, will help to re- 
lie ve him of the melancholy, which ſeems 
to overwhelm him; and I am ſure he can- 
not fail of doing well, when he has two ſuch 
charming nurſes : this I am certain, that 
he will be. the envy of all the invalides 
at Piſa; and I queſtion much, whether half 
the old, and all the young men in Genoa, 

T ang would 
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+ would not willingly compound for a fit of 
ſickneſs, to be ſo attended.” | 
He then took leave. They now urged 
- Captain Manley to think of immediately 
taking the journey. Signor and madame 
Vinetti joined in the requeſt; promiſing 
him, if he did fo, they would accompany 
him, and ftay there as long as he did. 
This was indeed a grateful propoſal to both 
father and daughters. The former rejoiced, 
that his children would have friends near 
them, who would be able to protect and 
eonſole them, when he was unable: his 
daughters exulted in this addition to their 
party, knowing how much their father 
would be cheered by the company of two 
ſuch valued friends. | 
Euvery thing was ſoon in readineſs for their 
departure, and by ſlow and eaſy ſtages they 
reached Piſa, where they found very com- 
fortable accommodations. The attention 
| of 
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of every one was devoted to the invalide, 
who after ſome weeks appeared to mend. 
Captain Manley, however, fearful the 
health of his children would ſuffer by the 
cloſeneſs of their attendance on himſelf, 
forced them, by repeated ſolicitations, to 
walk and ride out. Madame Vinetti, Who 
uſed to accompany them, being confined | 
to the houſe by a cold ; and captain Manley 
taking little exerciſe beyond his walk to the 
baths and the garden; Emma and Mary 
frequently walked alone. In theſe excur- 
ſions they had particularly noticed an old 
gentleman, who, from the firſt moment 
of ſeeing them, had appeared much ftruck- 
with them. The melancholy of his coun- 
tenance at firſt attracted their obſerva- 
tion, and the emaciated appearance he 
wore, with the feebleneſs and general debj- 
ey, under which he ſeemed to labour; in- 
1.6 ſenſibly 
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ſenſibly claimed their pity and attention, 
He in return, had been as much attracted 
by their appearance; ſeemed to watch 
their coming ; followed them to the diffe- 
rent ſhops, to which they were going; took 
every opportunity of ſpeaking to them ; and 
at laſt joined them in their walks. The 
ſingularity of his addreſs, and peculiarity of 
his manner, could not fail to ſurprize them. 
His converſation was ſenſible, and the ſub- 
jects he ſtarted were ſuch as ſhowed a tho- 
rough knowledge of the world; yet, at 
times, his language was flighty, and ſome- 
times incoherent, | 
© Going one morning into a bookſeller's, 
they found him there. They took up ſome 
books, which lay open upon the counter, 
Mary read the title of the one which ſhe 
had taken; it was a novel. 

« Touch it not, my dear young friend,” 
| aid the old IN en « poiſon is con- 
tained 


— 


SELINA. 157 


tained within it's leaves; read not to raiſe 
feelings, which will | betray you to ruin. 
O! I could tell you a ſad, ſad ſtory of 
one, who in early life was, like you, the pic- 
ture of innocence : did you. but know it, 
how would your tender hearts bleed for 
her. I have wept for them and for myſelf, 
till I have drained all the fluices of my 
tears, and they now deny their relief: but 
I muſt not proceed. Alas! I too have ſut- 
fered ; ſuffered as I deſerved. O!] could 
the paſt be recalled, I might yet know-com- 
fort; but that, alas! is fled, never, never, 
to return.“ | "927% 
He then quitted the ſhop, and they took 
that opportunity of inquiring of the book- 
| ſeller, who he was; but their curioſity was 
not ſatisfied, the man not being able to 
give them the information they wanted, as 
he was a new comer in Piſa. | 


Emma 
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Emma and Mary returned home more 
than ever intereſted for the ſtranger, and 
determined, if poſſible, to bring about an 
acquaintance betwixt him and their father, 
| whoſe curioſity. was powerfully excited, by 
the deſcription they gave of him. The 
pity of ſignor and madame Vinetti, as well 


as the deſire they felt of being acquainted 


with the ſtranger, operated ſo far as to 
make captain Manley comply with his 
daughters deſire of attending them in their 
next walk. 

The next day proving remarkably fine, 


they ſet out for the purpoſe, but had nearly 
completed their walk, without the object of 
it being viſible. Captain Manley, who felt 
himſelf much fatigued by it; propoſed reſt- 
ing at the bookſeller's. They conſented ; 
and having made ſuch. purchaſes as they 

thought 
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thought proper, and ſtopped till captain 
Manley was refreſhed, were preparing to 
return home, much diſappointed at not 

| having ſeen the ſtranger. They were about 
quitting the ſhop, when he entered; and, 
bowing to Emma and Mary, began ſpeak- 
ing to them. Captain Manley was at that 
inſtant in diſcourſe with the bookſeller, 
from which he was rouſed, by Emma ſay- 
ing, © Dear fir, here is the gentleman we 
mentioned.” Her father turning his head, 
his eye immediately caught that of the 
ſtranger. Thoſe of a baſiliſk could not have 
had greater effect; he ſunk into a ſeat, that 
was near him, and but for a heavy groan, 
-which eſcaped, might have been ſuppoſed 
dead. His daughters flew to his aſſiſt- 
ance, while the ſtranger ſtood hke a ſtatue ; 
every nerve and muſcle extended, his eyes 
gazed with a wild ſtupor: in ſhort, he 
ſeemed - 
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ſeemed unconfcious of every thing, that was 
paſſing. Signor and madame Vinetti had 
but an inſtant before left the ſhop, to ſpeak 
to a lady that was paſſing ; the bookſeller, 
ſeeing the ſituation of the gentleman, ran 
after them; they were eaſily overtaken, 
when, with looks of affright and terrour, 
he begged them to haften back. They in- 
ſtantly did fo : the firſt object that caught 
their attention was captain Manley, appa- 
rently dead, in the arms of his children; 
and the ſtranger, with a look of incon- 
ceivable horrour, gazing at him. The en- 
trance of ſignor and madame Vinetti ſeem- 
ed, however, to draw his thoughts more 
together; and he ſoon recovered ſuffict- 


eently to underſtand, that the diſtraction and 


diſtreſs of Emma and her ſiſter was for 
their father. He advanced to them, and 


with a look of majeſty, blended with auſ- 
1 * ter ity, 
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terity, pointed to their parent, and ſternly 
demanded, if that villain were their fa- 
ther ? 

Mary, to whom this ſpeech was parti- 
cularly addreſſed, anſwered him, ſaying, 

« Who are you, fir, that ſhall dare to 
call the beſt and tendereſt of fathers by 
ſuch an appellation ?” 

* Who am I?” replied the ſtranger, with 
a look that at once picrced and ſoftened 
her; „ aſk him who Jam; and let me aſk 
you, who are you? O!” ſaid he, drop- 
ping on one knee, “if you be, as my 
heart tells me, the child of my Selina, I 
am indeed | 

Here his agitation became too great for 
utterance, and the bookſeller ſeeing; that he 
was near fainting, led him into an inner 
room, and ſeated him on a ſopha. ; 

Captain 
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Captain Manley now being in ſome de- 
gree recovered, attempted to leave the 
houſe ; but feeling he was inadequate to 
the attempt, ſuffered his friends to lead 
him alſo into the inner room, to eſcape the 
eyes of the crowd, which had gathered 
round the door. Here again he encoun- 
| tered thoſe of the ſtranger, whoſe diſtreſs 
was redoubled at the fight of him. 

« Is it not ſufficient, fir,” ſaid he to him, 
with a voice expreſſive only of indignation, 
<« that you have murdered my child, but 
you now come to. kill me with the ſight 
of yourſelf ?” 55 

« O no, no, ſir,” replied captain Man- 
| ley, in an agony, that almoſt prevented ut- 
| terance ; © for worlds would I not add a 
crime of that nature, to thoſe I have already 


1 committed: look on me with leſs abhor- 


- FCENnce, 
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rence, while you hear me ſwear, there 1s no 
ſpecies of penance I would not ſuffer, no 
trial, however ſevere, that I would not un- 
dergo, to obtain your pardon, When you 
ſhall hear, if you will deign to liſten to the 
fad recital of my life, you will find my ſut- 
ferings have been as ſevere, as my moſt 
bitter enemy could with. For God's fake, 
my lord,“ he continued, “do not increaſe 
my afflictions, by adding your diſpleafure 
to the weight of them, Behold me juſt 
ſinking into a grave, that already yawns to 
receive me. See me, my lord, emaciated by 
ſickneſs, reduced by deſpair, to a ſtate little 
ſhort of perfect imbecility. No ſooner have 
recovered the bleſſing of my children, 
than the hand of death, as if envious of my 
felicity, is extended to ſeize me, and the 
cold boſom of the earth is opened to em- 


brace me. 


« Theſe 


— 
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cc Theſe girls, my lord, are the offspring 


of your Selina. Can vou look at them, 
and withhold your pardon irom their fa- 
ther? My children,” ſaid he, turning to 
his daughters, who before had gueſſed what 
was really the caſe, „this is your grand- 
father, the father of your ſuffering mother; 
reverence him as ſuch, and kneel to him: 
he cannot be deaf to your intreaties; the 
voice of nature will plead with you.“ 
Mary and Emma inſtantly obeyed, and 
eſſayed to kneel to him; but ere they 


could accompliſh their deſign, the cars 


overcome by ſurprize and terrour, fainted 


away. The uſual remedies' were applied ; 
they indeed recovered him, but he again. 


relapſed : in this ſituation, they thought it 
beſt to convey him home; he was therefore 


conveyed to captain Manley's lodgings, and 


immediately put to bed, his own man being 


ſent 
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ſent for to attend him. The agitation he 
had undergone threw him into a fever, 
which increaſed with ſuch rapidity, as to 
raiſe fears for his life. With his fever came 
on delirium, during which he conſtantly 
raved of his daughter, of his cruelty towards 
her; then brake out in execrations of him- 
elf, of lady Aulange, whom he called the 
fiend, that had made him forſwear his 
child. His thoughts now again reverted 
to the ſcene he had ſo lately gone through ; ; 
then he would, in ſtrong terms, reproach 
captain Manley, for firſt ſeducing his 
child from her duty,. and then leaving 
her expoſed to want. Nature. could not 
long ſuſtain the violence of this delirium : 
from raving he ſunk to ſilence ; his eyes 
became dull, heavy, and unanimated ; he 
ſoen became unconſcious of every thing 


about 


= 
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about him, and a toral W ſuc- 


ceeded. 
The phyſician, who had before been 


ſummoned, was again ſent to; and gave it 
as his opinion, that a ſhort period would 
determine his fate. Captain Manley heard 


this ſentence with the moſt heart-felt ſor- 


row : 

Alas I ſaid he, © when will my work 
be finiſhed ? Am I not the chief author of 
all this ruin ? but for me his child might 
have till been here to bleſs him ! How 
ſenſeleſs and i inanimate he lies, without the 


leaſt ray of reaſon, with a worn-out and 
emaciated frame and conſtitution, too weak- 
enced to ſtruggle with his diſorders. O 
villain. that I am, where will the ſorrows 
that my unhappy conduct has occaſioned 


end! Great God!“ and he ſunk on his 


knees 


SELINA, 167 5 


knees by the bedfide ; © releaſe me from 
this miſery : join, my children, join your 
prayer to mine ; yours may be acceptable, 
mine I fear to make.” | 

Emma, Mary, and madame Vinetti, now 
kneeled by the ſide of the bed, when cap- 
ain Manley, with a countenance impreſ- 
ive, ſenſible, and awful, and with a r 
and firm tone, ſaid 

« Almighty Father, hear our prayers for 
this poor ſufferer, now on the verge of 
eternity! Short, if it ſhall pleaſe thee to 
make them ſo, be his pains ; ſweeten his 
paſſage with hopes thou only canſt in- | 
ſtill ; and, releaſed from the ſufferings inci- 
dent to mortality, may his ſpirit become 
partaker of the bleſſings thy pane af- 
ford.” 199 


Here he ſtopped, his voice — 


he looked at the poor pale image before © 
3 him ; 
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him; ſaw it was with difficulty he reſpired; 
the hand of death ſeemed already upon 
him. 

Again the phyſician attended. Captain 
Manley, in an agony, demanded his opinion, 

«© The diſorder is now near it's height,” 
replied the doctor, © let us wait with pa- 
tience; there is yet one ſymptom in his 
favour.” 

Every one eagerly demanded what it 
was. 

« His pulſe, though languid, is regular; 
nor is he at all convulſed.” 

Animated by theſe hopes, they anxiouſly 
waited for the expected criſis : at length 
they had the pleaſure to hear the phyſician 
pronounce the danger over; that he had no 
longer doubts of his recovery ; and that 
quietneſs and good nurſing would ſoon re- 


ftore him. 
To 


3 


* 


To prevent his receiving either prize 
or agitation, it was concluded, that Abel, 
the earbs man, ſhould be the firſt that pre- 


fented himſelf; but lord Delmore, ex- | 


hauſted by lis late ſefferings, maintzined a 


voluntary ſilence, and it- was not till after 
two days had expired, that he began to 5 


in him as to his ſituation. 


« Where am I, Abel? Have I been in a | 
dream, or is it a delightful reality? I have 


ſeen the children of my injured child; nay, 
and her huſhand : it cannot be a dream ; the 


recollection is too ſtrong, and the circum- | 


ances too connected for fancy. 

It is not fancy, my lord,“ replied his 
man; © you have really feen the children 
of lady Selina; thoſe young ladies, you were 


uled to adnnre ſo much, are your grand- 


daughters. 3 
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can it be? is it really ſo? This is joy, de- 


my children.“ 
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0 Gracious and good God!” exclaimed 
the earl, © but do not deceive me, Abel; 


light, pleaſure unexpected. Go, fly, bring 
them to me, that I may feaſt my eyes upon 


« Calm your tranſports, my lord ; your 
ſpirits are yet unequal to the fatigue and 
agitation of an interview, Let me preſume 
to beg ww lordſhip will wait until to- 
morrow.“ 1 

The e Ned N 

ce To-morrow ; no, I cannot reflect upon 
what I have ſuffered; and if you have the 
ſmalleſt love for me, you will not even * 
wiſh longer todeny me the ſight of them.” 


Miſs Manleys were at length introduced, 
Slowly, and with extreme caution, they ap- 
en the bed, fearful of creating too 


much 
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much emotion in their venerable grand- 
father : he bent forward, puſhed aſide the 
curtain, extended his arm to receive them, 
and burſt into an agony of tears. Abel 
would fain have had them retire, appre- 
henſive of his lordſhip's ſtrength to ſup- 
port himſelf through this emotion; but 
he evidently ſtruggled with his feelings, and 
tried to conquer their violence: he laid | 
hold of their hands, kiſſed them, called 
them the bleſſed repreſentatives of his in- 
jured child; beſought their forgiveneſs, 
and in theirs hers. Emma and Mary could 
only ſob out their thankfulneſs for his ac- 
knowledgment of them; beſought him to 
be compoſed, to ſuffer them to attend him, 
and by their care, ſoothe and comfort the 

remainder of his days. 
„I am unworthy of it,” he replied ; 
„ unworthy of the bleſſings I now enjoy. 
12 I that 
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in could deſert an only child, and in the 


hour of miſery leave her expoſed to want; 
could ſee her conſigned to the grave, and 


yet deny my protection to her children! 


After ſuch a letter too as ſhe wrote ; after 
knowing how long, and how ſincerely ſhe 


had repented her fault, my crime is yet 


heavier than hers. How ſhall J expect 
mercy, that ſhowed none? How expect 
forgiveneſs, who knew it but by name ? 
But tell me, my reſtored and long ſought 
for-children, where were you, and by what 
means came you here? Bleſſed God!” 
and with a fervent and animated look he 
raiſed his eyes to Heaven; © how inſcruta- 


ble are thy ways; how myſterious thy de- 
ſigns : what bleſſings did not thy bounty 
reſerve for me ! O give me, great Creator, 


a grateful and a thankful heart. You,” 
ipod he, looking ſtedfaſtly at Mary, © are 


indeed 
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indeed the child of my Selina : never was 
there a ſtronger likeneſs. And you, my 
dear,” faid he to Emma, © have all the 
ſweetneſs and ſoftneſs of her countenance. 
Good God!!“ he continued, lifting up 
his claſped hands; * and are you indeed 
her children ? ſurely, ſurely, ſuch | exquiſite 
pleaſure cannot be for me; it muſt be a 
dream ; it is too tranſporting for reality.” 

His domeſtic now perceived, that his 
mind was yet too weak to bear this conflict; 
and made a motion to miſs Manleys to with- 
draw. Little leſs affected than himſelf, they 
immediately retired, and returned to their 
father, who begged them, when they were 
again admitted, to requeſt an interview in 
his name. 

But be gentle, my children,“ he con- 
tinued; his health is yet ſuſpended but 
by a ſlender thread, and I tremble leſt it 

I 3 ſhould 
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could again be endangered; repreſent my 
penitence to him; tell him a very ſhort 
time, and the object of his hatred will be 


for ever removed from his ſight; that he 


only wiſhes to be reconciled to him, and 


then quietly fink to everlaſting ſleep.” 
O] do not talk thus, my dear father,” 
ſaid Emma; © do not fill our minds with | 


this dreadful idea, Many, many years of 
health and felicity, I hope, are yet in ſtore 
for you, to enjoy, in the reconciled affec- 
tion of the earl, the company of your chil- 
dren. Damp not our hopes by ſuch gloomy 


preſages, but ftrive to live for us, who can 
fo ill ſpare you.” 


Except yourſelves, my dear children,” 


replied captain Manley, © earth has no- 
ching, for which I deſire to live. This 
zs a ſubject, on which I have Jonged to talk 


n you; I wiſhed to * your minds 
| | with 
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with fortitude againſt the ſtroke they will 
receive; but the fiat has gone forth; a 
yery few weeks, perhaps days, and I ſhall 
be numbered with the dead. My health, 
before weakened, was little able to ſuſtain 
the tide of joy, with which the reſtoration 
of you, my dear girls, was attended : it has 
now received a ſhock of a different nature, 
] mean, the accidental rencounter with 
your grandfather ; from that hour I have 
been ſinking ; yet, for your ſakes, life has 
become ſo ſweet, that I would willingly 
preſerve it. Tam a man and a father, and 
feel I cannot part with my ſo lately found 
children, without experiencing ſenſations, 
which, as a chriſtian, I would wiſh to ſub- 


* 


e. een n in 
Emma and Mary could not bear to 
hear him talk of his death with ſuch calm- 
nels ; they threw themſelves into his arms, 
6 and 
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as 
and wept with bitterneſs; the tears of their 
father, for a while, accompanied theirs, but 
recollecting himſelf, he raiſed ann, and 
continued.— 

Be compoled, my children, and hear 
with calmneſs what I have to lay. To you 
I look for fortitude in the trying hour, 
which is approaching ; I would fain com- 


fort you, but I am a mortal. Alas ! I 
cannot give what I ſo much tear I ſhall my- 
ſelf want, yet I hope, through the mercies 
of that great Being, whoſe bounties I can 


never doubt, that my mind and heart will 


be prepared for the change. Unfeigned 
has been my repentance; I truſt it has 
been accepred ; and that that God, before 
whom my doom will be pronounced, will 


bereafter. “ | 


His 


pardon my faults, and wn me Pee | 
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His children, who were almoſt drowned 
in tears, accuſed the unkindneſs of fate, in 
ſo ſoon reclaiming the parent it had be- 
ſtowed. 

« Be not raſh, my dear girls,” replied 
their father, © or accuſe fate, for in that 
you are cenfuring a power, that can never 
err: but rather learn to conſider my death 
as a bleſſing. Be thankful, my children, 
that Providence has raiſed you up another 
and more powerful friend ; and that juſt at 
the eve of my being taken from you. 
Never, never, my dear girls, repine at the 
decrees of that Being, whoſe ſtudy it 1s, to 
promote the happineſs of his creatures. 
Let your underſtandings have fair play, and 
: your juſtice predominate, and you will find 
how much reaſon every hour affords you, 
to bleſs the bounties of your Creator, Re- 
fect by what a chain of unforeſeen events 

| 1% our 
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our unexpected meeting has taken place ; 
the ſame in regard to your grandfather : 
and think you not, that this was the im- 
mediate work of Providence, who con- 
ducted you through every change of life, 


purpoſely to bring you to the preſent hour? 


« Mark with what ſcrupulous exactneſs 
the ſyſtem of retributive juſtice 1s arranged, 
Your mother, acting contrary to the duty 
ſhe owed her parent, ſuffered inexpreſſible 


ſorrows, and died with the malediction of 
a father on her head; a malediction with 


which ſhe long ſtruggled, and which, at an 
early age, ſunk her to the tomb. Your 


grandfather, whoſe obſtinacy drove an only 


child to diſobedience, and who ſo cruelly 
denied his forgiveneſs, and ſo ſteadily per- 
ſevered in it, ſee purſued by a malady, 
which not only affected his health, but his 


reaſon; and conſtantly lamenting her, 
| whom, 
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whom, had he ſheltered under his paternal 


roof, might yet have been here, and by her 
preſence and affection have mitigated his 
ſufferings. As for myſelf, behold in me 
the finiſhing of a diſſolute life. The ſame 
retributive juſtice drags me to the tomb. 
Through every ſcene of exiſtence has the 
arm of an offended Providence purſued 
me; and I am raught to bleſs every evil, 
with which I have been oppreſſed, ſince 
they have led to ſo happy a concluſion, and 


* 
7 


brought my mind into the frame it now 


enjoys. I look forward with hope, to the 
concluſion of a life, that has been one 


ſcene of profligacy and misfortune. Not 


an evil have I endured, but I deſerved to 
ſuffer. My repentance has been heart- felt, 
and I firmly believe the ſincerity of it has 
expiated part of my offences: for the 


more deadly remainder, I muſt reſt my | 
1 6 cauſe 
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- cauſe upon the mercy of him, who died 
for mankind. I know the goodnefs of the 
_ Almighty never formed à creature pur- 
poſely for miſery, and that where time is 
given for repentance, and uſed for it's 
purpoſes, it will be accepred. Ceafe then, 
my children, ceaſe to repine at decrees 
that are uncontrollable, and reflect when 
the grave is made ready to receive me, 
that my proſpects of futurity are, through 
the goodneſs of my Saviour, far happier 
than I had any right to expect. 

« Go, now, my deats ; this converſation, 

though it has relieved, has unmanned me: 

to-morrow, or in the afternoon, when you 
again viſit the earl, make my requeſt known 
to him; tell him, to receive his pardon will 

Fweeten the hours of death; and that my few 

remaining days of exiſtence ſhall be conſe- 

crated to him. Tell him any thing, every 
. | thing, 
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ching, the natural goodneſs and feeling of 
your hearts dictate, and enforce my peti- 
tion with all the energy and eloquence of 
which you are miſtreſſes.“ 

« We will do every thing, you can 
wiſh, my deareſt father,“ ſaid Emma, but 
« do not talk of dying; O live, try to 
lire for us, try to be well; do not give 
way to this gloomy preſentiment 8 ſurely 
you are not ſs bad as you think; ſuffer us 
to ſend for the phyſician ; he will preſcribe 
ſomething for your relief; he may hit upon 
ſome medicine, that may yet be of ſervice 
to you.“ 

« No, no, my dear,” replied her father, 
« there is no remedy in all the materia 
medica for a broken heart ; vain is me- 
dicine in ſuch a caſe; and the art of a 
phyſician is of no avail. But leave me, my 
children ; leave me for the preſent; I am 

5 diſcom- 
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| diſcompoſed ; ſuffer me to collect myſelf; 


remember I call upon you for fortitude. 
Though the tears you ſhed are thoſe of 
affection, I cannot bear to ſee them. 1 


frankly own, that the ſight of your grief 


deprives me of all ſtrength of mind ; you 
are the loadſtones, which attract me to 
earth; but for you, not a with or deſire 
would be here.” He then requeſted them 


to leave him; this they did, and in their 


own chamber gave indulgence to their 


grief. 


« From one melancholy ſcene,” faid 
Mary, © we proceed to another. Can any 
be more heart-rending, than that we have juſt 


experienced ? Ah! my dear Emma, how 


ſoon ſhall we be deprived of the beſt of 
fathers! How ſoon ſhall we again be or- 
phans, and even more deſolate than before. 
Alas! how hard is our lot; no ſooner hav- 

N | ing 
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ing experienced the bleſſing and indulgence 
of a father, than to have him torn from 
us!“ | | 

« Huſh, my dear Mary,” replied her 
fiſter, * do not repine ; remember what our 
father has juſt been ſaying ; and do not Jet 

us call rhat deſtiny hard, which is brought 
about by the unerring hand of Providence. 
Let us be grateful, that our grandfather is 
reſtored, and adore the mercies of that ſu- 


preme Being, who has not deſtined both 


our new found parents to the tomb. Yet, 
believe me, my dear Mary, it 1s not from 
any want of feeling I talk thus, for no one 
will more deeply feel the loſs of a fond pa- 
rent than myſelf, or will it be poſſible 
for any one to regret him more; yet, 


though I know the trial, when it comes, will 
be ſev ere, yet I ſhall endeavour to be grate- 


ful to the Almighty for ſupplying his place 
with 
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with ſo near a relative. But why ſhould 
we thus give way to our fears? Our father 
may yet recover; he may get over the 
ſhock. his ſenſibility has ſuſtained ; and, 
united in the bonds of friendſhip and cordi- 
ality with the earl, we may have 180 for 

many years to bleſs and counſel us. 
« Heaven grant it,” replied her ſiſter, 


« but 1 confeſs I am without hope; there 


was 2 hollowneſs, a deadneſs in his voice, 
when he ſpoke, that gave me the greateſt 
alarm; and his eyes appeared. ſo ſunk, his 


frame ſo tottering and emaciated ; indeed, 


indeed Emma, theſe ſigns fill my mind 

with dread, and my heart with deſpair.” 
Emma tried to comfort her ſiſter, but, 

unable to control the violence of feeling, 


vuith which her o boſom was oppreſſed, ſhe 
_ ! could only mingle her tears with hers. Thus 


they remained, till they. were again ſum- 
* moned 
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moned to attend the earl, who could now 
ſcarcely bear them from his ſight. The firſt 
mock being over, he received them with 


more calmneſs; he converſed with them 


on ſeveral ſubjects, relative to where they 
had been, and how they came into Italy. 
Having received all the information he 
wiſhed, he proceeded to talk of the for- 
tunate chance, that had guided them to 
each other. Then, mentioning his Na 
preſentiment i in their favour : 

« Let no one fay,” he continued, * that 
natural affection does not ſpeak in favour 
of an unknown object. I am a proof to 


the contrary ; the ſenſations I always expe- 


rienced, when J faw, and when I quitted 
you, were ſuch as I could feet only for my 
child; ſuch as I have felt, when, after an 
abſence of any time, my Selina has returned 
to me. Theſe ſenſations in one memorable 

moment 
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moment of my life I ſhall never forget ; it 
was when your mother, with you my 
Emma, in her arms, for the firſt time after 


ber unhappy marriage, appeared before me, 


to implore my pardon for her fault, and the 
revocation the curſe I had entailed upon 
her: but, delicious as the emotion was, I 
refuſed to acknowledge it's power, and 
cruelly forbad her my houſe and fight for 
ever. Once more only after that did I ſee my 
child; ſee her at a maſquerade, in a ſitua- 

tion, that but ill agreed with the principles 


of virtue, it had been her mother's and my 
pride to inſtil. I made no allowance for 


her youth and- inexperience, but, regarding 
her as totally loſt, at one moment reſolved 
to leave her to her fate; the next, pride and 
the honour of my family, forbade. my ſo 
doing. I had her conveyed home, and al- 
though ſhe was fainting, and indeed ſcarcely 
© exiſting, 
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exiſting I was ſo barbarous, as to leave her 
wholly to the care of ſervants, rather than 
riſk the chance of being- ſoftened by her 
tears. This was the laſt hour I ever ſaw 
her; ſhe was hurried into Wales, nor did 


J till few weeks previous to her death, 


know any thing more about her; but my 
unnatural conduct has been ſeverely pu- 
niſned. O! were it but poſſible to recal 
the paſt, with how much pleaſure would 1 
take my child to my heart, and try to 
make her future life happy.” 
Here he ſtopped, his emotions not per- 
mitting him to proceed; and Emma, after 
they had alittle ſubſided, ſaid ; | 
« Will you, dear fir, permit us, in the 
name of her whoſe memory you ſo re- 
gret, allow us to intercede for one, who 
longs to be admitted to ſee you; who 
dreads 
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dreads to aſk, yet is miſerable until he 
obtains your forgiveneſs ?? ?: 

cc Tell me, my dear children,” replied 
the earl, „ for whom this petition is pre- 
ferred, and ſee my readineſs to make 
amends for my paſt conduct, by che alz- 
crity, with which I will comply with your 
requeſt,” 
„ *Tis for one, fir,” returned Emma, 
te who for many years has been reckoned 
among the dead; who has experienced 
the juſtice and ſeverity - of fortune ; who 


eſcaped; the horrours of war, but to 


taſte ſtill increaſed woe ; who, for near ten 
years, ſuffered all the torments of ſlavery, 
and all the miſeries the caprice, power, and 


wanton barbarity of an Infidel could in- 
fir,” 


The 


SELINA. 189 


The earl liſtened in mute aſtoniſnment, 
unknowing for whom he was thus ſolicited, 
or who had endured ſuch misfortunes. : A 

funt idea, however, ſoon croſſed his mind; 
| the confuſed remembrance, that he had of 
what had lately paffed, now reverted to 
his recollection ; he waited in breathleſs 
agitation to hear a name diſcloſed, the 
very ſound of which had been diſcord to 
him. ; 

« *Tis for no leſs a perſon, fir,” continued 
Emma, * than for our father, the repent- 
ant huſband of our much regretted mother, 
the ſo lately found parent of her children, 
who, with a broken conſtitution, emaciated 
frame, and heart overcharged with grief, 
ſeeks to obtain the pardon of his children's 
grandfather. O! fir,” each kneeling and 
taking a hand of him, “ if our mother ever 
were, if we be clear to you, ſuffer us to 


prevail; 
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prevail: view our father with eyes of kind. 
neſs ; grant him your forgiveneſs, and not 
only he, but we will bleſs you for your 
goodneſs. He is ill, very ill; the ſymp- 
toms of diſſolution are rapidly increaſing | 
he waits but for your pardon, to lay his head 
down quietly in the grave.” 

The earl ſhuddered. To forgive the 
man, by whom his cup of happineſs had 
been daſhed to the ground ; to forgive the 


libertine and unprincipled M anley, was, he 


thought, an offence to virtue ; it was an 
inſult to the memory of his daughter. He 
pauſed, heſitated, unwilling to concede, un- 
willing to deny; till urged by the repeated 
interceſſions of his granddaughters, and 
unable to reſiſt their tears, he agreed to 
ſee their father: they haſtened away to 
communicate to him the ſucceſs of their 
commiſſion, but were ſnocked, paſt all ex- 
| | | preſſion, 


* ' * 


* 
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2 


preſſion, on entering the room, to ſee him 
fainting in the arms of his ſervant. 


« What is the matter du Croq; for | 


God's fake tell us ; has any thing kappened 
to my father during our abſence ? Has any 
thing diſcompoſed him; that we ſee him in 
this ſtate ?” | 

« Nothing, ladies,” replied the man; 
« my maſter for ſeveral nights paſt, after 


he has retired, has been ſeized in this way, 


but he always forbad my calling you, or 


mentioning it, fearful of giving you too 


great an alarm. Madame Vinetti has been 


ſitting with him, ever ſince you went to the 


earl, but ſeeing his countenance change, 
rang the bell; I came, and ſhe is gone now 
for ſomething to relieve him.“ 

Emma and Mary regarded, in mute ſor- 
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row, the object before them: the change in 
his appearance was now become ſo viſible, 
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ever, from the arms of his ſervant, they 


| ſupported him, while they hurried away 
du Croq for the phyſician. Madame Vi- 

| netti now returned, and adminiſtered ſuch 
: remedies, as ſhe thought would be effectual, 
but for a length of time his inſenſibility 


baffled every effort, and it was not till 
after the moſt powerful means had been 


employed, that life appeared again to 


animate him. He was then put to bed, 


u here, for ſeveral days, he continued fo 


weak and low, as ſcarcely to be able to 


ſpeak, or anſwer any one. His eyes, how- 


ever, beamed with all the joy he was ſenſible 
of feeling, when his children were with him; 


| and they divided their time between him 
and the earl, who was now able to fit up, and 


I ſometimeswalk abouthis chamber, Madame 


Vinetti 
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Vinetti was the friend and comforter of 
both the invalides, and to her the children 
of captain Manley clung as to a chief ſup- 
port. Her huſband had been obliged to 
return to Genoa; but, finding how things 


were going on, ſhe ſent expreſs for him. 
He immediately attended her ſummons, and 


his preſence was no little relief to his lady 
and her diſconſolate young friends. 

On the ninth day after his ſudden faint- 
ing, captain Manley felt himſelf ſo far bet- 


ter, that he entered into converſation with 


his children, and deſired to know whether 
| the earl had granted his requeſt, 
He has, ſir, ſaid Mary, 


«© Then let me be conveyed to his room.” 


« No, ir,” replied his daughter, “ that 
| muſt not be; the earl, I am fure, will. 
| attend you; he is now well enough to 

| walk about, and has even changed his 


| VOL, III. K apart- 
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apartment; he vin, therefore, come to 
u.“ 2 4 | ; 

* 2 


* No, my dear,” returned- the captain, 
« that i is a favour I dare not expect he will 
grant; if he allow me to wait upon him, 


I ſhall be ſatisfied: with a little aſſiſtance 


I may be born to his chamber.” 


Mary communicated her father's inten- 


tion to her ſiſter and madame Vinetti, and 


they agreed to prevail on lord Delmore, 


to viſit his ſon-in-law. The earl, finding 
the neceſſity of the caſe, cheerfully con- 
ſented. 
her friend for this viſit. It was long before 


Madame Vinetti went to prepare 


captain Manley could conquer the agita- 


tion he felt at ſight of the earl, who lowly, 


both from weakneſs and inclination, ad- 


vanced towards the bed. Emma and Mary 
were ſtanding on one ſide, ſignor and ma- 


; 5 dame Vinetti at the feet, and the earl was 
. „ en 
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aſſiſted to a chair, which was placed ready 


The poor ſick mad tried to raiſe himſell 


in the bed, to welcome him: he eſſayed to 
ſpeak, but failing in the attempt, his head 


ſunk on the pillow. The earl of Delmore 
could not behold; the object, which now | 


preſented itſelf, without recollection of the 


paſt; buſy memory again. brought thoſe 
ſcenes to view, meditation on which had 


annihilated his reaſon. The fight of caps 
tain Manley, in health, he could have born; 


but the ſick, pale countenance of the- poor 


valide; the dying eye, and pleading ex- 


preſſion of it; there was no reſiſting. The 
ear} mechanically offered his-hand, : while 


his ſobs and broken expreſſions told what 


he felt. The offered hand was eagerly 
| kized; the dying man preſſed it to his lips, 
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| held it Sk for abe . while the 


: emphatieal expreſñion of his countenance 
"Fignificantly explained his ſilence. 
Bvery ſpectatot of this ſcene was dumb: : 


che grave could not have been more fo, 


The awe, the grief, the feeling, with which 


each was oppreſſed, forbad words: to 


have ſpoken, would have robbed nature 
of her triumph. But ſilence could not be 
long maintained; the gently falling tear, 


which traced it's way down the checks of 
Emma and Mary, che anxiety they felt to 
reſtrain it, grew to a faint ſigh: one more 


- loud than the other ſucceeded, till an byſ- 


teric ſob, which eſcaped captain Manley, 


gave relief to chis mute ſorrow: - Fearful 
of his ſuffering by this ſcene, they both 


forgot their own grief, to attend to him: 


4 cordial, timely adminiſtered, recalled 


. £34 his 
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his ſhattered: ſpirits, and he ſoon bes 
came ſo far recovered, as to addreſs the 
earl. Amen 90% 1 nds 2d UN 
aſl Thank you, my lord, he faid, . for 
honouring me with this viſit: thank you 
for this proof of a forgiveneſs, I hope you 
will not deny ratifying. I am going, my 
lord, to that © bourn, from whence no tra- 
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world quietly, without ſoliciting and ob- 
taining your pardon for what has paſſed. 
Your early views and ſchemes for your 
daughter's happineſs I defeated. I ſeek 
not to palliate my faults: I know. I was 
the undeſerving huſband of the beſtfof 
women. I recollect, with heart- felt an- 
guiſh, the enormities of which I have been 
guilty, I ſee myſelf the author of ruin and - 
calamity to you, and to your family; yet, 
my lord, I preſume to ſolicit your forgive- 
3 „ ; 
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nefs. A * hows, and the vital ſpark 
will de extinct, and my errours, with my- 
ſelf, be conſigned to the tomb. Then 
wichhold not your pardon, or it may come 
too late; and let my penitence, my ſuffer- 
ings, atone for my paſt faults.” 
Enough, fir,” replied: the earl; © to 
ſee any man reduced to the ſtate in which 
you are, would excite pity and feeling in 
the coldeſt breaſtt Once more receive my 
Hand, as a pledge of my forgiveneſs, That 
your profeſſions of ſorrow for the paſt are 
ſincere, I cordially believe; but: look for- 
ward with hope to your recovery, and we 
g hall, I hope, be happy in the comfortable 
reflection, that our children are living to 
bleſs us. You, fir, have leſs to accuſe 
yourſelf with than I have; yours were the 
faults of youth, mine thoſe of reflection: 
but let us not advert to the paſt; we have 
19h . both 
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both been puniſhed: we have been the 
greateſt ſufferers, becauſe, we are convinced 
we have deſerved the ſorrow, with which 
ve have been afflicted; but as we have ſeen 
our errours, let us hope, that time will be 
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given us to improve by them.“ 

« Ah! fir,” returned captain Manley, 
« that you may have all the time you wiſh; 
that the remainder of your days may be 
ſpent in the boſom of happineſs, is my 
fervent prayer: but, for myſelf, Ihavea 
monitor within, that warns me not to loſe 
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a moment. Very, very ſoon will all my 
earthly ſorrows be terminated. I bleſs God 
I look forward, with ſome degrea of hope, ws 
to the pleaſures of a better life : but for 
my children, all anxiety for the world and 
it's objects would be done away ; they are 


the cords, that bind me to life ; yet, ſince 
vg have been ſo fortunate as to meet you, 
K 4 "On 
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even theſe are weakened, They are the 
children of your Selina, your once loved 
child: in her name they ſue to you for a 


protection, which I ſhall ſoon be unable to 


-give.” 


«Moſt willingly, moſt pratefully, will 


I give it, 8 returned the earl: „ from this 


moment they are mine: my houſe, for- 
tune, life, are all devoted to them ; to make 


them happy, and to ſee them ſo, will be 


the greateſt felicity I can experience. Come, 


then, my dear, my ſo long deſerted ehil- 


dren, come to my arms, which, like my 


heart, are open to receive you. O 


dleſſed ſpirit of my child, look down from 
thoſe bright manſions, of which thou art an 
' inhabitant, and witneſs with what ſincerity 
and joy thy father receives and acknow- 


ledges thy children as his own !”” .-_ _ 
K Emma and Mary now advanced 3 
him: 


SELINA: 


him: their father made a ſign to them to 
draw near; a faint, joy beamed in his eyes; 


when, taking a hand of each, he Joined agar 
with the earl's:— 


Receive them, my lord, as ; yours: may 


their duty and affection compenſate for the 
many unhappy hours you have experienced, 
their tender ſolicitude watch over your 
declining years; and when your final hour 
ſhall arrive, may you have the ſatisfaction 
of drawing your laſt ſigh in their arms: by 
them, my lord, may you be ſweetly, | but 


not bitterly, mourned, when, full of years, 


you are tranſlated to a better world. 


ce To. you, my children, 1 would ſay 


much, but the power is denied me. Be 
grate ſul. be dutiful, ta your grandfather E 


ſtudy, bis, caſe, conſult his wiſhes: re- 


members that, it remains with you, to obli> 
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faults, ' Death, my dear girls, advances 
with haſty ſtrides ; a few ſhort hours, and 
I ſhall be as nothing; the world and it's 
vanities will have vaniſhed from my ſight; 
even my affection for you will be extinct.“ 
He pauſed; the exertion and agitation 
ne had undergone had fo far exhauſted 
him, that it was with difficulty he could be 
kept from fainting. The earl of Delmore 


ſtood mournfully gazing at him; he con- 


templated him with a degree of ſorrow and 
feeling, he could ſcarcely think it poſſible 
to entertain for a man he had hitherto fo 
ſtrongly deteſted. Again the dying man 
recovered ; his dim eyes turned upon his 
children, andfrom them to the earl. Lord 
Deimore underſtood his meaning: — 

% Manley,“ ſaid be, with a' firm voice, 
ee be compoſed; receive my moſt ſolemn 
5 n that, while I have breath, theſe 


dear 


2 
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dear girls ſhall never want a father or a 


friend.“ 


« Thank you, my lord ; God bleſs you 


for your goodneſs to us all. My friends, 
and he looked toward ſignor and madame 
Vinetti, “ if in this life we ſhould not again 
mert, receive the prayers of a dying man; 
that your days may be one unclouded ſcene 
of felicity ; that, happy in yourſelves, be- 
loved by your families, your lives may be 
ſpun out to a venerable length of years; 
and that, when the voice of tired nature 
ſhall call you to the tomb, you may fink 
gently, but not painfully, into it. For you, 
my dear children,” and he fixed his now 
dim eyes upon the almoſt heart-broken 
girls, „ the bleſſing of a dying parent, 
_ whoſe, latter hours you have ſweetened, 
reſt upon you. Be dutiſul to your grand- 
x 6: father, 
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father, affectionate to each other, and grate- 


ful to your friends. In whatever ſtation of 


life you are placed, ſtudy to act your 
parts with propriety; not born away by 
the current of faſhion, or - -overwhelmed | 
by the waves of dimpation, but, with 
firm minds, endeavour to ſtem thoſe tor- 
rents of vice and folly, which are ſo dan- 
| gerous to youth and inexperience. Peace 
* upon your heads, my children; vir- 


1 tue and honour be your guides; long, very, 


very long, may you live to bleſs the world 
by vour virtues. May your children's 
children be known to you, and, like me, 
may you have the felicity of drawing your 
laſt breath in the arms of thoſe, for whom 
your hearts feel the fondeſt affeRion.” 
Here he ceaſed. The now ſuppreſſed 
ſigh roſe to a general ſob. His children | 
"i 4 % threw 


threw An a on his bed, nds bathed 


his face with their tears. T hey would have- 


wiped them away :- "4499 
« No, my Genre; he * © no, I can- 


not part with theſe drops; they are the 


precious embalmings of virtue; good girls, 
dear beloved offspring of the beſt of wo- 
men, with whom I ſhortly hope to be again 
reunited. One requeſt more, my lord, but 
this one, and then all is over: ſuffer my 


earthly part to be N by the ſide of 


9 — 


your child, my wi 

The earl could not FREY; his eyes, 50 
ſtreamed with tears, were bent upon the 
face of captain Manley; he emphatically 


preſſed his hand, his voice refuſing utter- 


ance: the intention, however, was under- 


ſtood. TY. 1 SN 


Thank you, my lord,” faintly articu- 
lated the — « J ſhall now die in 


; peace. 
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peace. Leave me, my good friends, leave 


me for the preſent; 1 would wiſh to re- 
ceive the laſt rites of religion; afterwards, 
if Heaven ſpare me for a few moments 


| longer, they will be made happy in ſpend- | 


ing them with you.“ 

They quitted the room, too wa oct 
to partake of the ſociety of each other, and 
retired to their own apartments, which they 
did not leave, till they were again ſummoned 
| to attend captain Manley. Though it was 
not more than two hours, ſince they leſt 
him, they were aſtoniſhed and ſhocked at 
the alteration in his countenance, which 


no wore the moſt death-like appearance, 
He was {till ſenſible, and held out his hands 

to his children, who tenderly kiſſed them. 

His voice, which was much broken, be- 
eame very indiſtinet, and he ſpoke fo 
inwardly,” they could ſcarcely underſtand | 
* © . 


rng 
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bim. They fat with him through the 


night: towards morning he fell into a doze, 


and awakened much refreſhed. "9% 
I have ſeen her,” ſaid he, in a low and 


faltering voice; © I have ſeen her; ſhe in- 


vited me to join her, Yes, pure ſpirit! 
I attend you. Emma, Mary, a few mo- 
ments longer, and all will be over. Unite 


your hands under my head. T here o 


: that will do—l breathe eaſier. I go, my 
* children, I go to the region of bliſs ; 
the pure . of your bleſſed acne has 


invited me.” 8 14S owt 


There was ſoinethilt in the look and 
manner of captain Manley, that ſpoke in- 
ternal happineſs. Once more the begged 
to ſee all his friends; they-attended. - 

J fent for you,“ faid he, in broken 
and interrupted: accents, -*© I ſent for you, 


to 2 you, that y die happy: the 


aſſurances 
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aſſurances I have 8 that I 
| ſhall' ſoon, very ſoon—ſhall I ſhake off— 
this frail food of corruption—to become a 
participator in the joys of Heaven. My 

repentance, has been accepted; I die aſſured 
of future bliſs. Come, death, welcome 
viſitor, come, releaſe me from this load of 
mortality)“ WY | 

lis voice altered: : his * now bach 
illuminated by the lamp of life, were fixed | 
upon his children: he made an effort to em- 
brace them; the effort was too much: he 
ſunk upon his pillow— . 
e, God bleſs, . nen, 


= 


0 5 Ag lon ara 10 | 
More would * id, but "ag was 
| ts: within the graſp of that | deſpotic 
monarch, whoſe, ravening touch ſeparates 
the fineſt, cloſeſt drawn links of affect ion: 
| g convulſive froggle e gave notice 
| how 


# 7? . 
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how near he was to his diſſolution. Again 
his cloſed eyes opened to behold the objects 
moſt dear to him: : in a few moments they 
loft all expreſſion : the hand, that was en- 
cloſed in thoſe of his children, dropped 
from their touch, and in that moment or. 


laſt figh eſcaped him. 
Let us draw a veil over the ſcene that 


enſued :. ſuffice it to ſay, that all, that the 
moſt tenderly affectionate children could 


feel upon the death of a parent, was felt by 


miſs Manteys ; they kiſſed the clay-cold 
lips of their father; they contemplated - his 
death-ſj pread countenance with almoſt broken 
hearts; till Mary, overcome by her feelipgs, 
was conveyed out of the room; and Emma, 
once more kiſſing the * corpſe of her 
_ father, faid, > % b 85 
Vet this once only; this once more, 
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of a parent ſo loved and ſo revered as my 


father, Short has been our acquaintance ; 


but every. moment of it you have improved 
by uſeful leſſons. Where now ſhall your 


| children find comfort? Father of 1 mercies,” 
and ſhe kneeled down, taking the lifeleſs 


hand, that was extended on the bed, & let 
the prayers, the petitions of a dying parent 


5 a for his children, be accepted by thee: 
ſtrengthened by thy power, may our hearts 
: feel, and ſteps be guided, by thoſe virtues, 


which lead to everlaſting happineſs.” Then 
again Kiſſing the dead hand, cheeks, and 


ps of her dead parent, ſhe burſt into an 
Agony of tears, and left the room. | 


It was not till after ſome days, that this 
little party reaſſembled: the ſhock they had 


received was viſible in every countenance. 
T The ſervant had heedlefaly placed the chair, 
| in hien er ufually ſat; it was 
unoccupied : 
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unoccupied :: his daughters ſaw and felt it; 
they looked at each other, then at the chair; 


the tendereſt ſtring of their affections was 
wuched z it's vibration was felt on every 
heart. Signor Vinetti inſtantly put away 


his own feat, and took the empty one. The 


eyes of Emma and Mary gliſtened with 
tears, which this kind attention chaſed 
With their looks they thanked 


Fes e bee their voices were . | 


$4 n 


to the attempt. 


Lord 3 RAY kadrehdeneis br 


body of captain Manley to be embalmed, 


now propoſed quitting Piſa; and to amuſe | | 


the | melancholy of his children, purpoſed 

carrying them to Venice, Rome, Naples, 
and moſt of the great italian cities. At any 
other time this ptopoſal would have been 
gladly accepted, but at preſent they did 


not with to leave Genoa, to which place 
I — 
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they were to return: nor indeed could 

* their company for ſome time be diſpenſed 

Vuo.itth, their father's affairs requiring their 

Preſence. His fortune, except legacies of 

ſiye hundred pounds to ſignor and madame 

Vinetti, and the ſame ſum to Mr. Davis, 

ol Llanbeder, with remembrances to his ſer- 
Viants, was to be equally divided between 

his daughters; and as it was lodged in the 

Genoeſe bank, they were obliged to ſtay till 

it could be ſettled: they returned, there - 

: fore, in a few! days'to/Genoa, to the houſe 

Ws their friends, as Villa Y with it's fur- 

—Hibure, was to be fold. 

Senda was not 4 5 9 to 

leſſen” the- melancholy, under which they 

 labpured ;-and the earl ſeeing them hourly 

give way. to dejection, preſſed ſignor Vi- 

netti, WhO was. appointed their guardian 

under cheir father's will; to haſten the fet- 

ag | tlement 


ö 


* 
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tlement of their concerns, that 45 night 
ſhortly depart. © og1shoan of - rites 
The body of captain me had, by 
contrary winds, been detained in the har- 
bour of Genoa ; his daughters, out of à re- 
ſpect and affection they thought due to his 
memory, wiſhed to accompany it to Eng- 
land, and ſee the laſt ſolemn rites per- 
formed. After the kind propoſal the earl 


had made, they did not like to mention 


their with to him, but to madame Vinetti, 
W the friend upon whoſe prudence they 
could rely, they truſted for making it 
known to him. She ſeized the firſt oppor- 
tunity of complying with their requeſt; 
the carl immediately: conſented, ſaying; 
c he ſhould never object, to their paying; 
every proper reſpect to tie memory of-their 
father; chat it was a plan he had more than 
once thought of en from the 

fear, 


214 n 


_ fear, Sith ichn boos painful vera or 
their feelings to undergo.” -. 

; When he next ſaw. them, he told . 
4 * that he had a pleaſure in complying with 
any requeſt they might make, that ſhould 
not be totally unreaſonable: at the ſame 
time, my dear girls, ſaid he, addreſſing 
- them kindly, but gravely, „ another time 
ſßpeak for vourſelves. I love you too well, 
to deny you any thing you wiſh; and it 
ſeems, by aſking madame Vinetti W e 
for you, as if you ſuppoſed ſhe had more 
| influence with me than yourſelves. I am 
« not offended,” ſeeing them look hurt at 
his manner, 4 only jealous, that you ſhould 
imagine Lwould grant that to another, _—_ 


_ * Ewould not to you.” |» | 


They thanked him for His attention to 
their pleaſure, and in a ſhort time aſter- 


3 — ſettled, they 
020 | Jes” | 
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prepared to quit Genoa. The parting 
between them and ſignor and madame vi- 
netti, was the parting of true friends; they 
accompanied them on board the veſſel, L 
which was to convey them to England, and 
at length, with difficulty, and unfeigned 
ſorrow, quitted them with tears and em- 
braces, under promiſes of punctual corre- 
ſpondence, and everlaſting friendſhip. 
The wind was fair,-and the ſhip, flightly 
ſkimming the ſurface of the deep, ſoon 
conveyed them out of ſight of Genoa. 
And now really embarked for England, 
the heart of Emma began to feel ten thou- 
ſand ſenſations, hopes, and fears, that none 
but a lover can know. Howard Mordaunt, 
dreſſed in all the charms, with which love 
and hope could decorate him, was the only 
object viſible to the mind of Emma. To 
find him ſtill conſtant, to receive his vows,” 
= 
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8 eben 7 conſeſs her till unrivalled 
Per over his heart, were thoughts, that 
ht happineſs: with them. Plunged in 
ces af this delightſul picture, her grief 
for her father began to ſubſide, and while, 
with all the ardour natural to youth, ſhe 
anticipated the thouſand pleaſures yet in 
ſtore for her, ſne ſoon began to recover 
her native cheerfulneſs. 55 | 
Another cireumſtance combined, to make 
hon voyage particularly agreeable ; which, 
but for the knowledge that the dead: body of 
their father was with them, would have been 


—⁵²ð ð —— 


j 8 highly ſo; but this idea erept before every 
| L f ; other, and the daughters of captain Manley 
|. could not enjoy, or give way to the plea- 
2 ant ideas many concurring circumſtances, 
=: SO this melancholy. _ | 


ed hy whale of the cabin far Wo 
25 | | ys | 15 felt 


. 


n d 


lf and ſuite; but, at the interceſſion of 
the captain, had agreed to permit a gen- 


tleman, whom preſſing buſineſs called to 
England, to take his paſſage with them. 


This gentleman, about eight and twenty, 
was pleaſing in his perſon, ſenſible in his 


converſation, lively, polite, and agreeable in. 
his manners, which beſpoke the man of 


faſhion.” The death of his father called 

him to his native country, and he was 

introduced to our party as lord Eland. 
Lord Delmore knew the title; he knew 


alſo the family, which was both ancient 


and reſpectable. So pleaſant an addition 
to their company could not but be agreea- 


their companion often beguiled them of 


their ſorrows, and cheated the way of it's 


length. He was particularly attentive to 


Mary, whoſe youthful beauty was conſi- 
mow ue. L derably 


ble to the ſiſters; and the wit and ſpirit of 


— — - 


der ä to remove there apprehen- 
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_ derably heightened by the fable dreſs the 
. wore; and he had not been with them a 
weck, — ec bees 


evident. 1 


In paſling the — of Spoil and Por- 


2 tugal, the wind blew with ſuch violence 
on ſhore, that they were in great danger 
of being wrecked. The captain and crew 
4 exerted themſelves all in their power, but 
tze ſhip made fo much lee-way, that 
there was no proſpect but of her being 
driven upon the rocks. The night was 
dark and rainy; the tempeſt howled dread- 
fully around them; nothing but death 
ſeemed awaiting them: the terrified girls 
vn were minutely in expectation of either being 
£3, daſhed to pieces on the rocks, or being 


ingulphed in the boſom of the ſea. | 
- The converſation of lord Eland, his ten- 


ſions, 
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ions, and ſubdue their fears; recommended 
him ſorcibly to them; they ſat each of 


them claſping a hand of their grandfather 


wich a dreadful kind of patience, waiting 
the concluſion they dreaded. At length, 
however, the violence of the ſtorm abated ; 
the wind ſhifted, and again drove them out 


to ſea,” Theſe glad tidings being quickly 


communicated, they ſoon recovered from 


their fright; and in a few days once more 
aw the white cliffs and welcome ſhores of 


old England. Every heart was warmed by 


the ſight: to an engliſhman, indeed, to 
any man, the firit view of his native land, 


after a long abſence from it; is een ; 


Ly 


pleaſing... 
Emma and Mary felt this Enfaion very 
powerfully. They looked at each other; 


they welcomed the beloved land, which 
| 1 2 28 2 2 had 5 
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mad given birth to them,” and he deareſt 
- _objedts of their affections, with a tranſport, 
for which they could not account. Every 
paſt ſcene of ſelicity and pleaſure, which, 
while they reſided at Mr. Ferguſon's, they 


had participated, again occurred; and feel - 
ing an impatience, of which they had not 


before been ſenſible, they longed « once more 


to ſee their old friends. 

Lord Eland however 1 was dull, and even 
| dejected; he was ſoon to part with an ob- 
ject, that engroſſed his every thought. Her 
grandfather had not given him any encou- 


ragement, to expect, that he ſhould be re- 
| ceived as a welcome viſitor, and he felt not 


A Hittle diſmayed at the proſpect of their 


being henceforward ſtrangers to each other: 

Hut the carl ſoon relieved him, by ſaying, 
RF cruſt, my lord, that our parting will 

| not take place upon our e we, like 
you, 
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yon, are haſtening to * and I hope 
you will aſſiſt me in eſcorting my charges | 
thither; nor ſhall we then part; your lord- 
| ſhip will, at all times, be a welcome viſor 
in St. James's-ſquare. I hope, therefore, 
you will not treat us as en but be 
frequently with us. et 

Lord Eland thanked the earl in terms 
expreſſive of the pleaſure this invitation 
gave him, and joyfully accepted his offer. 
They landed at Dover, and immediately 
ſet off for London; the body of captain 
Manley being to follow as ſoon as poſſible. 
The next day ſaw chem at their grand- 
father” s, who kiſſed and welcomed them to 
his houſe, of which he defired they would 
be miſtreſſes. Here they parted with their 
companion ; and the remains of their father 
arriving ſhortly after, they attended them to 
their laſt manſion ; ſaw them conſigned to 
53 their 
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their native duſt, of laid by thoſe + of their 


mother. This duty being performed, they 


wrote to Mr. Davis, giving him a circum- 
ſtantisl account of every thing that had 
paſſed, and inviting him to London. 
One more week was devoted to the re- 
ſpect due to their parent, and then, with 
the: conſent of the earl, they went to call 
upon thoſe friends they had not apprized 
of their return. Their firſt viſit was to 
Mrs. Ferguſon, who was rejoiced to fee 
them. They delivered the letters, which 
had been intruſted to their care, apolo- 
 gizing tor not ſooner. doing ſo, by men- 
tioning the circumſtances, which prevented 
them. To none of Mr. Ferguſon's family, 


wert madame Vinetti, indeed to none 
dl their friends i in England, were the Cir-, 


cumſtanoes of having met, and being ac- 
kaowledged by their BY andfather » known. 
; | The 
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The melancholy evan which had ſo i im - 
mediately followed, prevented any commu- 
nication of the ſort; and their ſpeedy return 
to England made all intelligence unneceſ- 
Faving informed Mrs. Ferguſon of every 
occurrence, and received her congratula- 
tions, they appointed a day in the following 
week for a general meeting in St..James's- 
ſ{quare, Mrs. Goddard, who happened to. 
be with her mother at the time of their viſit, 
promiſed to make one of the party : they 
| a affectionately wiſhing them good morn- 

ing, hurried. to Mortimer- ſtreet. Emma 
wondered, that the name of Mordaunt had 
not been mentioned during this viſit, eſpe- ; 
cially as there was likely to be ſo near A 
connection between the families. 

As the carriage drew up to the door, th 
heart of Emma beat with a thouſand: dif- 
b 4. ferent 
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_ ferent emotions.” Should ſhe ſee Howard, 
how ſhould ſhe behave? how could ſhe 
diſguiſe the affections of her heart? At 
one moment ſhe wiſhed he might not be 
in England ; the next, this wiſh was con- 
tradicted: at length, however, the carriage 
ſtopped: ſhe looked up toward the draw- 
ing room windows ; but what was her ſur- 
prize, at | ſeeing a hatchment over the 
door l Fur a moment ſhe could not {peak ; 
a thouſand fick fears took poſſeſſion of her 
mind : ſhould it be for Howard, who, by 
his pfofeſſion, was expoſed to a thoufand 
dangers ! the i lea was inſupportable; ſhe 
became faint with apprehenſion ;. her head 
_ funk on her boſom; with a fear ſhe could 
beither conquer nor repreſs: Mary ſaw 


her agitation, and ſuriniſed the cauſe. 
2.5 Do not be alarmed, Emma, aid ſhe, 
Miles us atleaſt inquire for whom tbis token 
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is placed. Why give way to ae, 
fears? OY 45 

Then een the ſervant to inquite, | 
before they ventured to alight, they ſtop- 
ped for a few minutes. At that inſtant, 
Howard paſſed the carriage, leaning on the 
arm of lord Eland. The face of Emma 
was inſtantly overſpread with a crimſon. 
bluſh. As the latter, obſerving them, ad- 
vanced to pay his compliments, Howard 
made a formal bow; but, looking at the 
ladies, exclaimed in à voice expreſſive of 
the greateſt pleaſure ——- 

« Whom do-I ſee !. Miſs. Spa: can: 
it really bo? + | 

Lord Eland laughed at what dea 
a miſtake—- | 
Lou area n fir. Hora, theſe: 
ladies ate called Manley: 


* 
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Call them what you pleaſe,” replied 

the other, with a tranſport he could not ſup- 

preſs, cc they are, they muſt be the friends, 

have fo long been anxious to'ſee. None 

but- Emma and Mary Stanley could wear 

ſuch forms; but come, ladies, T am ſure 

= you were going to honour my- mother 

"with a viſit; Permit me to introduce 
2 vo | 12 

r den antes Wem 10 alight, As 

Howard led Emma into the houſe, he in- 

formed her of the death of his father, and 

even found time, in this ſhort minute, to 

... expreſs his joy at her return; and, indeed, 

every look and action declared it in lan- 
guage far more powerful than words. 

Lady Mordaunt received her young friends 

- * with the fame cordial kindneſs ſhe had ever 

„ ' thown them; but hag en and manner 
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convinced them, ſhe had that within, which 
paſſeth ſhow, The death of her huſband, 
which had happened about two months, 
had involved her in a melancholy, ſhe could 


neither ſnake off nor control. In only one 


buſineſs had Gr James oppoſed her inclina- 
tions, and that - was in regard _to Howard 
and Emma, On his death bed he recalled 
his prohibition, and left his fon at full 1i- 
berty, to marry the object of his affections. 
Thus aſſured, Howard: boldly evinced, be- 


fore his mother, bis unabated love to 
Emma; and while his delighted eye _ . 


her improved beauties, his heart, 


ſtrongly than ever, told him per | 


ſibly dear ſhe was to him. 


Much to the diſappointment of Emma, 
ſhe learned, that lady Welwyn was at her 
country ſeat, and that Ellen Mordaunt and 


2 Ferguſon were there like wiſe, but 
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| "Ou they were expected to return turn in the 
cCourſe of the week. Lady Mordaunt 
ee her young friends, to paſs the day 


with her. Howard ſeconded the propoſal 
with all the eloquence of which he was 
- maſter, but they excuſed themſclves, as 


dot having mentioned the probability of 
their ſtaying out, yet promiſed to make 


an early viſit. They then took leave; 
Howard conducted his miſtreſs to her car- 
niage. As Re handed her down ſtairs, = 
May Taſk my ever-charming Emma,” 
faid he, where I may have the pleaſure 
of ſeeing her ? I have much to ſay, much 
4 Hope to hear in return. Tell me where 
you now hve ?” 
„ With my crandfaher,” he replied. 
« Your grandfather !”” returned Howard, 
_ evidently ſurpriſed, (I did not know you 
_ ſo venerable a relation living : but 
wherefore 
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wherefore this myſtery, which has ſo long 
involved your name and Connexions in ob- | 


ſcurity ? Ah, Emma, but for that, we 
2 now have been happy) 
« And are we not do 2” the replied, 


te our happineſs, I truſt, was delayed, not 


totally broken; but lord Eland will intro- 


duce you to the carl, and when you know 


him, and your viſits are ſanttioned with 
his authority, I ſhall not be among the 
laſt, to receive pleaſure- in your. com- 
pay.. 


to the nes. which n wheeled 
away. 

Howard was impatient to- obtain all the 
antelligence he-could: from lord Eland, but 


his lordſhip could inform him little more, 
than that they were grand: daughters to the 
carl of Delmorg; and that their preſent 


He kiſſed her hand; and aſſiſted her 
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very deep mowning was for their father 


whoſe body had been brought over for in- 
terment in the fame ſhip, in which theß 


Came. 


He ſpoke in high terms of their 


dutiful attention to their living parent, and 
affection for their deceaſed one; con- 


chading| his culogium, by declaring his pre- 


ference for Mary, and his determination to 


make her Ris wiſe, provided he could ob- 
rain the earl's conſent. That ſhe is very 


young, I grant you, he continued, but 
that is a fault every year will rectify. She 
is lively and play ful, without either light- 
neſs or levity ; and her mind and diſpoſi- 
tion are ſo gentle, that ſhe may be guided 


to any thing. Howard applauded his 
choice, but — — nen a _ 
or W WO I | 107-4 


„ * wight © WP aha to wait as 


many ages, returned his * c No, 


11171 . no, 
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a, 00 I ſhall order matrers ſo as to com 
mence Benedict ven you do“ 


Howard ſmiled; * perhaps you may 
wait then much longer than you expect: 


but are you ſure of f the lady's con- 


ſent ? ; 

« Humph;” returned his lordſhip, * to 
confeſs the truth, I have not yet declared 
myſelf : however, if I have any ſkill in the 


language of the eyes, the ſame ſentiment 


ſparkles in thoſe of both ſiſters, though I 
flatter myſelf the object is different.” 

. Well, well, aid his companion, 4 J 
ſee you have all the hopes of a lover, with- 


out the fears. Now I confeſs I have 
more fear than hope. I cannot bring my- 
ſelf to ſuch a pitch of ſelf-flattery, as to ſup- 


"poſe the earl of Delmore, whom I have 


ever heard ſpoken of as very rich and | 
powerful, will beſtow his grand=daughter 
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upon me, a poor baronet, with an eſtate en- 
cumbered with a ſiſter's. fortune, and mo- 
ther's, jointure. You have no ſuch draw- 
backs; a clear twelve thouſand a year, 
beſide a large ſum of ready-caſh, will make 
an union with you deſirable ; and are cir- 
ceumſtances, that, in the eyes of moſt 
parents, will give great intereſt to your 
& 1.409" JO 
* Pſhaw, pſhaw,” replied his lordſhip, 
e do not entertain fears, but live as I do, 
by hope. Tou will ſhortly be made an 
admiral, and then, my boy, you are laid 
up for life. Beſides, I can give you ſome 
comfort; I have frequently. heard the earl 
declare, that in ſo ſerious an affair as mar- 
|— _ Hagez he would not interpoſe his authority 
or contradict their inclinations; That thoſe 
ol miſs Stanley are pretty ſtrongly placed 
upon you, is paſt a doubt; and that be- 
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ing the caſe, do not fear but ſhe will be 
yours.” | +4 t+ 5656 
Much of this ſort of converſation paſſed 
between the young men, and lord Eland 
agreed to introduce fir Howard to the earl, 
as ſoon as he had fo far ſtrengthened his 
own intereſt, that he could do it with pro- 
priety. Bet N 

Lord Delmore, far happier than he had 
deen ſince his daughter had quitted his 
| houſe; now opened his doors to receive 
the congratulations of his friends. Lady 
Aulange was ſpared the mortification 


tais event would have given; it is true, 


| ſhe lived to hear of the earl's having re- 
covered and adopted the children of his 
unfortunate daughter, but a ſudden. death 
prevented her being a witneſs to the felicity 
his lordſhip enjoy. 
N Þ (ofa With 
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With the innocent offspring of his 
Selina, lord Aulange and his ſon, how- 
ever, claimed their relationſhip, and heard, 
without envy, - the eulogiums beſtowed 
upon them. The pride of lord Del- 
more was flattered by the praiſes his 
grand- daughters received; their perſonal 
and mental accompliſhments were the 
theme of every tongue. Every luxury, 
that rank and riches could procure, were 
theirs; yet, among all the elegance that 
ſurrounded, all the pleaſures that courted 
their acceptance, and all the gompli- 
ments that were beſtowed on them, they | 
preſerved a ſteadineſs of conduct, and rec- | 
 titude of principle, that prevented their | 
being too much hurried away by the diſſi- 
| pation which prevailed, and in which moſt , 
| of 2 acquaintance were plunged. T2 
| | T hey | 
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1 hey had been introduced at court, 
where they met a moſt gracious reception; 


and it was ſo much the faſhion to admire 
them, that they might have been for ever 


engaged. Their father's laſt commands, 


however, were not forgotten; they ſtudi- 


ouſly avoided engaging in parties, in which 
the earl was not included, and were rarely 
ſeen in public without him. Their chief 
ſtudy was to promote his happineſs ; their 
whole | time was devoted to him, and no 


. conſideration could tempt them to leave 
him alone. This conduct ſtill more en- 


deared them to their already idohzing pa- 
rent, and it might be truly ſaid, he lived 
but in their preſence, | 

It was in the courſe of one of theſe ſoci- 
able evenings, that Emma begged her: 
grandfather, to let her peruſe her mother's 
letter. Her name once more brought 
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upon the carpet, the earl defired Emma, to 
let him have the narrative of. her life, which 
madame Vinetti had told him was in her 
poſſeſſion ; it was inſtantly produced, the 
ſight of the hand wilting affected the carl 
even to tears. 

% My children,” ald he, te while I have 
ke, this muſt be mine. This firſt, and 
probably every reading will coſt me many 


| heart-aches'; but I have deſerved . 


and embrace the puniſhment.” 

He faid true: many were the heart- felt 
fighs, and plenteous were the tears, with 
which theſe ſheets were again bedewed. 
The writing was frequently put down, and as 
quickly reſumed ; the earl, notwithſtanding | 
his infirm health, did not . tilt he had 
finiſhed it. 

Let the feeling reader imagine, for I 
cannot paint, what the parent muſt have 
| ſuffered, that, acting as lord Delmore 
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had done, had expoſed his child through 


inveterate obſtinacy, and an 'unforgiving 


diſpoſition, to the brink of deftruction ! 
Suffice it to ſay, that his ſufferings were ro- 
newed with additional anguiſh ; and reaſon 
ſeemed again tottering on her yet unſtable 
throne, But this miſery was not in ſtore 
for him; though he ſuffered extremity of 
anguiſh from this recapitulation of the 
miſeries his daughter had endured ; he now 
had comforters, whoſe ſmiles cheered his 
weary pilgrimage, whoſe attention cheated 
the way of it's length. The ſenſations, to 
which a peruſal of the manuſcript had 
given birth, could not for ſome time be 
ſhaken off entirely; they never were indeed: 
yet, through the unremitting tenderneſs 


and affection of his grand-daughters, the 


keen edge of repentant ſorrow was fo far 


blunted, as to make it endurable, They 2 
had 
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had felt much true concern, that ever it 
had been placed in his hands; they joyed 
in che proſpect of his returning ſpirits, and 
every alleviation, that duty and affection 
could ſuggeſt, they ſtudiouſly adopted. 
I have been thinking, my dears,” ſaid 
the earl, a few days after he had finiſhed 
the. peruſal of his daughter's manuſcript, 
that we owe more than a common re- 
turn to Mr. Davis; and ſince buſineſs, 
joined with indiſpoſition, has prevented his 
giving us a meeting in London, what 
LES ſay you, ſhall we go to Llanbeder ? I dare 
iy we ſhall be able, to prevail on lord 
Eland, to be of our party, as I have fre- 
quently heard him mention a friend, to 
whom he deſigned to pay a viſit; that lives 
ſome where in the neighbourhood. What 
"ſay. you Emma? Mary do you like my 
-propoſal? for, to fay truth, I long not only 
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to return my perſonal thanks to this nobly 
kind friend of my unhappy child, but I 


alſo feel an anxious deſire to viſit Tregwyl- | 


lynd; and, if I can, trace the footſteps of 
my child in her deſolate abode.” ? 

No propoſal, that che earl could have 
made, would have been' received mote 


thankfully, or gratefully. It was a viſit they 


had longed to make, as they well knew the 


ſincerity, with which their friend would 
welcome and receive them. He had ſor- 
rowed with their mother; he had wept for 
her ſufferings, and tenderly ſympathized 
in her afflictions; the joy, then, that they 
knew he would feel, when he witneſſed 


with what tender affection their grandfather 
regarded them, made them particularly ſo- 
licitous to go to Llanbeder; and it was 
ſettled, that they ſhould commence their 


journey thither early the next week. Lord 
Eland 
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8 33 3 * | | d 
Eland came in the evening, and brought 8 
with him fir Howard Mordaunt, whom 
| he formally introduced to the earl. Then E 


turning to the ladies faid z . c 
To you, ladies, I believe I need not 


ar 
be quite ſo formal in my introduction, as I 05 
think I have heard my friend ſay, he 
has long had the honour of your ae f 


ance ?”. 
The earl ſeeing the riſing colour, which 


overſpread the face of Emma, aſked, 
where fir- Howard had firſt become ac- 2 
quainted with her. Being fatisfied on _ 


| this head,- he chid him for fo long delay- 
ing his viſit, adding, he hoped, that lady 

Mloyrdaunt would honour his grand-daugh- 

teers with a viſit, as he ſhould at all times 
* be happy to ſee, and thank thoſe friehds, 
who were * to notice his chil- 
/ AO, Sri ih E 124121 Aren 
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dren, while they were known only as miſs. 


Stanleys. 
In the courſe of the evening, the tour 


to Wales was propoſed. Lord Eland joy- 


fully accepted the invitation, and fir How- 
ard mentioned his mother's deſign of re- 


tiring thither. He then. ſlightly hinted the 


pleaſure ſhe would have 1n receiving the 
earl and his grand-daughters at Llanarth, 
and concluded by ſaying, if they would 
give him hopes of the pleaſure of their 
company at the hall, he would immedi- 


ately ſend down, to give orders, to have it 


ready for their reception. 

« My mother will not, I ſuppoſe,” he 
continued, think of leaving London at 
preſent; at leaſt till the marriage of my 
Youngeſt ſiſter has 'taken place, who will 
now very ſhortly. become Mrs. nen 
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and of courſe, will reſide in London, where 
neither the health nor inclination of lady 
Mordaunt will permit her to make a 
long ſtay. I hall conduct her to Llanarth, 


thence 1 intend croſſing to Plymouth, 


where my ſnip now lies, which, 1 imagine, 
will be ſhortly ordered to the Weſt Indies. 
Emma turned pale at this account; the 
Weſt Indies, above all places, the dreaded 
for her lover. It is plain, thought ſhe, 
that he thinks but little of me, ſince he can 
ſo unconcernedly talk of a voyage of this 


nature. In the courſe of the evening, 


however, her lover found opportunity, to 


- acquaint her with his hopes, and expecta- 


tions from herſelf; and, in ſhort, employed 
his time ſo well, that he obtained her per- 


miſſion to {peak to the earl: but this could 
not be donc immediately; it was neceſſary, 
© that his * ſhould have a greater 


6, knowledge 
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knowledge of * before he made his 1150 
poſals. 

In a ſhort time he became a "wy 
viſitor, and ſo far ingratiated Himſelf 
into lord Delmore's good opinion, that 
he ſoon became a particular favourite. 
Howard was not long before he found an 
opportunity of entertaining his lordſhip on 
the ſubject, in which he was moſt inte- 
reſted. The carl heard him with attention ; 
it was a ſubject he did not with to enter 

n: the truth was, he foreſaw, in the mar- 
riage of either of his erand-daughters, the 
breaking up of the happineſs he had ſo 
lately enjoyed in their ſociety ; and although 
de neither expected, nor indeed deſired; 
that they ſhould live ſingle, he yet wiſhed 


them not to think of marriage. His con- 


ſent then, though he did not abſolutely 
withhold, he gave in no very gracious 


WS manner, 
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manner. Coldly however as he gave it, it 
was warm ly and gratefully received by 
Howard, who thanked him in terms ex- 
preſſive of the joy he felt. The earl, 
moved by the pleaſure, which ſparkled in 
the young man's eyes, and willing to pro- 
mote the happineſs of his grand-daughter, 
told him, that, to himſelf, or his connec- 
tions, he had no objection; that his ſole 
reaſon for not giving a willing aſſent was, 
that he was loath to part with Emma; 
ce bereft of her care, and her ſiſter's,” con- 
tinued his lordſhip, © I ſhould ſhortly ſink 
into the grave. It is by them only, the 
little remainder of my life is made ſupport- 
able; and ſhould I loſe them, my portiog 
of earth would not remain long untenanted. 
| It is the pain I feel at the thought of being 
ſeparated from them, that makes me give a 
reluctant conſent. I do not pretend to ſay 
x my 
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my motives are otherwiſe than ſelfiſh, but 
lam an old man, my race is nearly finiſhed ; 
ſorrow and diſappointment have, for many 
years, preſſed hard upon me; and now, 
that my children are reſtored to me, and 
that, by their duty and affection, every 
hour of my exiſtence is ſweetened, wonder 
not, that I am unwilling to part with 
them.” 5 
« That my lord,” returned fir Howard, 
« you need not do. I can anſwer both for 
- miſs Manley and myſelf, that our greateſt 
happineſs will be placed in adminiſtering to 
yours ; and there is no plan you can adopt 
for it's promotion, to which we ſhall not 
willingly accede.” | 7 
« Well then, fir,” replied the earl, © the 
_ greateſt pleaſure. I can feel is in the ſociety 
of my children. Marry Emma, and, by ſo 
doing, enſure your mutual happineſs, but you 
M3 muſt 
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mult reſide here. This houſe, and every 
thing in it, ſhall be her's; Mary and my- 
ſelf will be 1 inmates only, as I cannot yet 
make her miſtreſs of my houſe ; ſhe is too 
young, to undertake a charge of the kind; 
beſides, ſhe is not naturally of fo ſteady a 
diſpoſition as her ſiſter, by whoſe example l 
$ could wiſh her to profit a few years longer ; 
perhaps ſhe may, by that time, have choſen 
2 partner for herſelf, and I may have re- 
tired to my laſt manſion,” _ 

To this propoſal fir Howard willingly | 
© acceded, provided it met his mother's ap- 
probation, who, he well knew, would not | 

think any ſacrifice too great, that could 
promote his happineſs ; © but for this rea- 
fon, my lord,” he continued, it makes 
it more eſſential for me, not to be too ex- 
travagant in my demands. She has always 
loved miſs ä with a mother's fond- 
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neſs, and has anticipated, wih no little de- 

gree of pleaſure, the ſatisfaction and com- 
fort ſne expected to enjoy in her ſociety. 
It is not only my duty, but my inelination, 
to make her happy; for after the heavy 
loſs ſhe has ſo recently ſuſtained, and that 
which muſt ſhortly take place by the mar- 
riage of my ſiſter, to leave her in actual 
ſolitude, would be cruel and unkind, I 
could wiſh, therefere, that you, my lord, 
would permit us to divide our time, or elſe 


accompany us on our viſits to my mother, 
whoſe pleaſure would be enhanced by fuch 
a welcome addition to our ſociety,” 

« You are a good young man, fir 
Howard, returned the earl, © and I like 
you the. better for this attention to your 
mother's comfort ; I will take this matter 
into conſideration, Go now, therefore, 
and viſit your miſtreſs ; tell her, you have 
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my hearty approbation, to make her your 
wife, and that the matter being ſettled be- 
- tween us, I ſhall expect it's __ conclu- 
ſion from her.“ 

/ The earl then ſpoke about ſettlements: 
to the fortune his grand- daughters already 
poſſeſſed, he added ten thouſand pounds 
more, which made their portions, altoge- 
ther, amount to five and twenty thouſand 
pounds. 

Howard was too diſintereſted, to be over 
anxious in a concern of this nature; but 
deſired the earl to order ſuch ſettlements as 
he thought proper, and left the matter in- 
tirely to himſelf. - He then haſtened to his 
charming miſtreſs, to acquaint her with his 
ſucceſs, and recounted the whole of his 
converſation with the earl. And now, that 
Emma found there was no longer any ob- 
ſtacle to impede their union, and that ſhe 
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might, without any breach of duty or de- 
licacy, give way to'the faithful affection of 
her heart, ſhe frankly avowed his power 
over it. The journey to Wales was pro- 
tracted till after their union, which very 
ſhortly took place; and lord Delmore him- 
ſelf beſtowed the hand, with the heart, of 
his grand-daughter, bp a man every __O 
deſerving of her. | 
c Take her, fir Howard,” ſaid his lord- 
ſhip, as ſoon as the ceremony was over; 
« jf her conduct, as a wife, equal that ſhe 
has ſhown as a daughter and ſiſter, you will 
never have cauſe to repent this day, but 
always regard it as one of the brighteſt of 
your life. Make her, in return, but as 


happy as ſhe deſerves, and ſhe will have 


nothing, of which to complain,” 
Accompanied by the earl, lady Mordaunt, 
lord Eland, and Mary, the new- married pair 
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ſet off for Llanbeder, where they were rap- 
turouſly received by Mr. Davis. | 
e Chis"? aid he, as he congratulated 
1 hams, 0 is che light, I have ſo long wiſhed 
to FR 1 know not two perſons ſo every 


way worthy of each other, as the pair be- 
fore me. Long, long, may ye live, to bleſs 
each other, and be a bleſſing to your friends 
and, when full of years, and rich in the 
eſteem and love of all around you, you 
Mall ſink into the grave, may your ſur- 
viving generation reflect honqur upon 
your memories by the virtues. . „ot 
neſs of their lives.” 7 103+ F565 
Lord Eland, now, through the be of | 
kr Howard and Mr, Davis, with whom the 
earl united himſelf in the clofeſt bonds of 
friendſhip," obtained his conſent to marry 
Mary. The earl, however, prohibited their 
union taking place till ſhe was ſeventeen ; 
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and before that period the young lady Mor- 


daunt had preſented her adoring huſband | 


with a ſon, The marriage of Mary ſoon 


followed this event; and the earl of Del- 


more, now happier than ever, beheld him- 
ſelf, like the patriarch of old, ſurrounded 
by his grand and great grandchildren. 
Of the remaining perſonages little re- 
mains to be ſaid, but that lord Delmore ſo 
far improved his intereſt at court, as to get 
the attainder taken off from the family of 
the Ferguſons, and the old gentleman was 
ſoon acknowledged lord Forres. | 


Mrs. Goddard, late Emily gere : 
an early age, fell a martyr to her taſte for 
a faſhionable and diſſipated life. She left 
only one child, which was taken by her 


mother, who brought her up to be an 2 
ornament of ſociety. 


Signor 
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Signor and madame Vinetti left Genoa 
| in leſs than three years after their friends 
departure; and in their ſociety. lord and 
lady Forres loſt the remembrance of the 
= toſs they had ſuſtained in Mrs. Goddard. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Ferguſon, lady 
Wee and her worthy: huſband, lived 
happy in their reſpective families, and faw, 
with real pleaſure, the felicity, which at- 
tended their beloved brother and friend. 
The marquis of Monceath, of whom ſo 
much bas been faid, went into the Ne- 
therlands. There, hurried by that en- 
| terpriſing ſpirit, which always attended 
him, he took ſo active a part in the re- 
volutionary ſcenes, which were tranſact- 
ing, that, growing obnoxious to one party, 
and not very well reſpected by his own, he 
ſoon ſell a martyr to his 9 8 adopted 
4: . | 
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The marchioneſs de Tourville never 
lived to receive the account of her friend's 
death, with the birth of her firſt child. She. 
forfeited her exiſtence; and her father, lord 
Delby, having no nearer relation than cap- 
tain Manley, his eſtates, in due time, de- 
volved to the children of Emma and 
Mary. 2 
Lady Mordaunt, the carl of Delos. The 
and Mr. Davis, the reſpected and valuable 
friend of lady Selina Manley and her chil- 
dren, ſpent the remainder of their days in 
their ſociety; and, happy in themſelves, 
reſpected and beloved by theſe objects of 
their tendereſt ſolicitude, they lived, till, like 
over-ripened fruit, they fell from the tree 
of life, to be tranſlated to eternity. 

Of. fir Howard and lady Mordaunt, lord 
and lady Eland, little remains to be ſaid, 


but that, in public as in private, they were 
2 reſpecled 


* 


h * 


13 


8 79. 10, i 7 7 Nr e 
n 


reſpected and admired: it was theirs to 
Vipe away the tear of diſtreſs, which flowed 


down the pale cheek of want; the helpleſs 
widow and deſerted orphan were ſheltered 


by their bounty, and ſupported by their 

x Kindneſs, Thus, happy in themſelves, and 
6 Fuſing happineſs around them, they lived 
to a venerable length of years, and had the 

nuꝛtisfaction of ſeeing the virtues and * 


lencies of their own Hearts reflected i 


bot r their rifing generation. 
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